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Complaint being made to the Houſe of ſeveral publick and private Sub- 
ſcriptions, in and about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, for ſeve- 
ral unjuſtifiable Projects and Uudertskings, whereby great M'iſchiefs 


may. $0208. 00 the Publick, bs od io wht aidaud' as wi 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to Inquire into and Examine the ſe- 
_ yeral Subſctiptions for Fiſheries, Inſurances, Annuities for Lives, and all viher 
rojeQs carried op by Subſcription in and about the Cities of Landim and et- 
minſter, and to Inquire into all Undertakings for purchaGog Joint-Stocks or 
Obſolete Charters ; and that they do report the ſame; with their Opinion ihere- 
upon, to the ouſe. . | | F NW Sie i aids _ 
And a Committee was appointed accordingly, and they have Power to ſend 
for Perſons, Papers and Records; and all that come are to have Voices. 


Sabbati 27 die Februarii, 1719. 


 Refulved, | ga 
TJ Ha an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That be will be gra- 
| ciouſly pleaſed to give Ditections to the proper Officers, to lay before this 
| Houſe all the Petitions that have been preſented to his Majeſty for three Yeirs 
laſt paſt, for Charters of Incorporation to Inſure Ships and Merchandize at Sea, 
and alſo the Petitions of the —— of London and Briſtol againſt ſuch Char- 
ters, and likewiſe their Petition againſt the Society of the Mines Royal, Miiicral 
and Battery Works, with the Reports from his Majeſty's Attorney and Soliicicor 
General, and the Ron of the Board of Trade thereupon, and all other Fro- 
ceedings relating to the ſame. 
+, .Ordereg, That the ſaid Addreſs. be preſented to his Majeſty by ſuch Members 
of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's Moll honourable Privy-Couticil, L 
Oradered, That the Com ittee appo og to Inquire and Examine into feveral 
. Projes carried on by Sublcriptipns in an plus e Cities of Lando and Meſt- 
wieter, and into all Undertakings for purchafing Joint-Stocks aud Obſoltie 
Gef, 4s fit de Dis in ... ors 


. Th k +42 % 4 , * Ex „ 


Lune 29 die Februarii, 1719. 


MR. Comptroller acquainted the Honſe, That their Addreſs of Saturday laſt, 

That his Majeſty would be pleaſed to give DireQions, that the ſeveral Pe- 
titions for Charters of Incorporation, and other Petitions and Reporrs therein 
mentioned, might be laid before this Honſe, had been preſented to his Majeſty, 
and that his Majeſty had been pleaſed to give DireQions that they ſhall be laid 


before this Houſe. 


Lat. 


"WV _— 


Martis 1 die Martii, 171g. 


HE Houſe being informed, That Rovers Hales, Eſq; one of the Clerks in 
Ordinary to his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy-Council, attended at the 
Door, he was called in, and preſented to the Houſe (purſuant to their Addreſs 
to his Majeſty) ſeveral Petitions and other Papers for and againſt granting Char- 
ters of Incorporation to Inſure Ships and Mecchandizes at Sea, with a Liſt of 

them; and then he withdrew. 

The ſaid Liſt was read. 

Ordered, 
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bers of this Houſe, as are of his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privz-Coancil 


- Petitions preſented to 
corporation for Eſtabliſhing Fiſheries or Annuities for 

. ceed 
Maj 


141 
Dr deted, That the ſaid Petitions and other Papers be referred to the Conũde- 
ration of the Committee who are appointed to inquire and examine into ſeveral 


Projects carried on by Subſcriptions in and about the Cities of Landen and He/t- 


minfter, and into all Undertakings for purchafing Joint-Stocks and Obſolete 


Charters, 
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Mercurii 2 die Martii, 1719. 


Hat an bumble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That be will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officers, to lay before this 


Houſe all Petitions preſented to his Majeſty for three Years laſt paſt for Char- 
ters of Incorporation for Eſtabliſhing Fiſheries or Annuities for Lives, with all 
the Proceedings relating to the ſame. | 


Ordered, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented to his Majefty by ſuch Mem- 


as. 


Veneris 4 dir Martii, 1719. 


AAC acquainted the Houſe, That their Addreſs of Wedueſdsy 1af 
M That his Mey will be graciouſly pleaſed to give DireQions qu all 
is Majeſty for three Years laſt pal for Charters of In- 


ves, With all the Pro- 
ings relating to the ſame, had been preſented to his Majeſty, and that his 


eſty was pleaſed to give DireQions that the ſame be laid before the Houſe. 
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Veneris 11 die Marti, 1719. s Þ\$:203D 


is Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy-Council, attended at the Door 


PHE Hou: being formed, Thar Rebere Hole Ela One of the Clerka pf 
' was called in, and at the Bar preſented to the Houſe, (purſuant to their Addr 


to his Majeſty, of the Second loſtant) ſeveral Petitions fur obtaining Charters of 
Incorporition for eſtabliſhing Fiſheries, ot Annuities for Lives, and other Papers 
relating thereto, with a Liſt of them; And then he withdrew. * 

The ſaid Liſt was read. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Petitions and Papers be referred to the-Conſideratian 
of the Committee, who are appointed to inquire and examine into ſeveral Pro- 
je&s carry'd on by Subſcriptions, in and about the Cities of Londew and V eſi- 
winter ; and into all Undertakings, for purchaſing Joynt Stocks and Obſolete 


Charters, | | 
5 Py 47 IF 
** . e — hal 
ir 635 1410-1 C45 of | 540 
1 ER Dr 1 ; 
* Sabbati 12 die Martii, 1719. 


Hat foch Members of the Committee, who are appointed to inquire and 
examine into ſeveral Project, carryed on 7975 in A, wi the 


— of Lendon and Weſtminſter, and into all Undertakings for purchaſi 

Stocks — — 8 who ——— — Peace for the 92 
Middleſex, do examine ſuch Perſons as they think fit, at the ſaid Commi 
touching the Subject matter of their Enquiry. s '@ Committee, 


Tune 


1 1 


Line 14 di 1 8 
N Lana 14 die Martin, 1719 


T. the Committee appointed to inquire and examine into ſeveral Subſeri 
tions, for Fiſheries, Infurances, Annuities for Lives, and all other Projets 
carried on by Subſcriptions, in and about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter; 
and into alt Undertakings for purchaſing Joint Stocks end Obſolete Charters ; 
have leave to Sit, netwithſtanding any Adjournment of the Houſe, 

And then the Houfe adjourn'd 'till Wedneſday Morning Nine of the Clock. 
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Veneris 18 die Martii, 1719. 

R. Hungerford, from the Committee appointed to Inquire and Examine in- 

to ſeveral Subſcriptions for Fiſheries, Inſurances, Annuities for Lives, and 
all other Projects carried on by Subſcriptions in and about the Cities of London 
and, Weſtminſter, and into all Undertakings for purchaſing Joint Stocks and Ob- 
ſolete Charters, acquainted the Houfe, That the Committee proceeding. to ext» 
mine into the ſeveral Matters referred to them, had received Information, That 
ſome Perſons concerned in the Undertakings directed to be enquired of, had en- 
deavoured by Corruption and other undue Practices, to obtain Charters, to car- 
ry on their Projects; and that the Committee having gone thorvugh an Examina? 
tian af that Matter, had direQed him to report the ſame ſpecially to the Houſe: 
And he read the Report in his Place, and afterwards delivered the ſame in at 
the Table, where it was read; and is as followeth, vis. 


THAI the Committee having under their Conſideration Matters contain- 
ed in the Papers referred to them, and particularly in thoſe mentioned in the... 
Schedule hereto annexed, or ſome of them, did receive the ſeveral Informa- 
tions following, viz. | 

The Committee was informed by Sir William Thempſon, That there had been 
very anjuſtifiable Methods taken by one Bradly, and one Billingſley, in order to 
obtain a Charter for the Undertaking fot lnſuting Ships aud Merchendize, com- 
_—_ called The Lord Onſlow's Inſurance; and thereupon Sir Edward Northey 
and Sir M iiliam Thampſon did communicate to this Committee the ſeveral Lei- 
ters hereunto; annexed, ſigned Bradly and Billingſley, tho“ acknowledged by Bil- 
keng/leyto be all of them wrote and ſigned by him alone, and which Letters were 
acknowledged by Sir Edward Northey and Sir William Thompſon, reſpectively, 
to be received by them according to their ReſpeQive Dates. 

The faid Sir Williams Thompſon did acquaint the Committee, That the Orders 
in Council, which had been ſince made, upon Petitions to his Majeſty, relating to 
Inſarances of Ships, and the other Orders by his Majeſty in Council (hereunto aunex- 
ed) mere made to the pꝛeſent Attoꝛneꝝ Ge 
Council were as uſual. | 

And the Committee being informed, That Mr. Yernox (a Clerk of the Coun- 
cil) did, by his Majeſty's Leave, attend without Doors, to inform the Commit- 
tee relating to the ſaid Matter laſt mentioned, Sir William Thompſon did deſire 
That in caſe Mr. Vernon was examined, Mr. Southwell, M. Greenwood, and 
Mr. Beake might. alſo be examined, | 

And it was propaſed to the Committee, by the ſaid Sir Milliam Thompſon, for 
«their farther Equity, By what Means oz what Management the ſaid Ozders 
of Council were (0 ma de. | 

Sir Wilkew Toompfon did farther Aſſert, and inform this Committee, That 
large Sums-of Boney had been received by his Majeſty's Attozney General, 
contrary to his Duty as Attozney General, on Account of ſome of the Matters, 
ſo referred to him, as afozelaid, by his Majeſty in Council, from ſome of the 
| Perſons concerned, and who did ſollicit the ſame befoze him. 

And the ſaid Sir William Thompſon did further inform this Committee, That 
abe ſaid Attorney General, at the Time be received the ſaid ſeveral large Sums of 
| Money, as aforeſaid, was a: Member of the Privy Council ; and that the ſame were 
,alſo recaived by bim contrary to his Qath, and Duty, as a 2 Counſellor. 

And the (aid Sir, Milliam Thompſon farther. informed this Committee, That 
he would give further Information to the Committee, to aſſiſt their Enquiry, 
and for Proof of the Matters aforeſaid, 

Sir William * did further iuform this Committee, That there were 
public Bidding for Charters, Is if at an Auſtton, in the Chambers of the Jt» 
tozney General, herween. ſome of the Perſons concerned in the Matters aforeſ 

during the time that the Matters ſo referred to him were depending before him; 

to encourage the ſaid Perſons concerned therein to give largely, he informed this Com- 


anittee, That the Attorney Generals chief Clerk then told the ſaid Perſons, That the 
inber Side bad given handſomely, 1 97 
| | I. 1 


neral alone, though the Directions in 


[ 6 ] 


Sir William Thompſon did likewiſe inform this Committee, That there were 
ſeveral Perſons, all, or ſome of which could give Information to the ſaid Com- 
mittee in Proof of the Matters aforeſaid; And he did inform this Commitree, 
That. he could prove the Matters aforeſaid, and did name the Perſons herein aftec 
mentioned to be ſummoned for that Purpoſe : That is to ſay, 


Mr. Huntman. Caſe Billingſley. Sir Wm. Chapman, 
Sir Alexander Cairnes, Mr. Marſh, Me. Dowfe. 
Mr. Symmonds. Mr. Foxall. Fames Bradly, 
Mr. Maiſe. Sir James Hallet. Mr. Cretchrade, 
ohn Borret, Eſq; Wm, Bucknel. Mr. Metcalf. 
far Pretty. ; 2 Gunſon. Mr. Fohnſon. 
Mr. Green. t. Tomkins, Mr. Mowbray, 
Mr. Burgeſs. | Mr. Welli. Mr. Stanvix, 
Sir Jobn Williams. 


Wich ſaid Perſons were accordingly ſummon'd, by the Order of this Com- 
mittee; and the Committee did, purſuant to the Order of the Houſe, take the 
Examinations, which are as follow, v7. 


Mer. Robert Huntman ſaid, That he was employed as Attorney, by the Mines 
and Battery Company, but did not cerry the firſt Order of Referrence to the At- 
torney General, upon the Petition of the Company for an Incorporation for In- 
ſurance of Ships; but in all other Matters of the Company he was employed, 
ſo far as to prepare Breviats, and carry them to Councel, and give them their 
Fees. 
Being croſs-examined, he ſaid, There were ſeven Attendances before the pre- 
ſent Attorney General; That at fix of thoſe Attendances they had fix Councel 
on their Side, and ſometimes there were three, and ſometimes four on the other 
Side; That he believed the firſt Attendance was upon the 19th of November laſt, 
but he could not be poſitive of the Time; That there was an Attendance about 
a Week before, (about the 12th of November) but that was only to put it off, 
becauſe the Petitioners were not prepared, and it was put off upon the Applica- 
tion of the Petitioners for the Charter; That he believed they were ready, on 
the other Side; That they attended again on the igth of November, when the 
Petitioners had ſix Councel, and the other Side three Councel ; That he believed 
this Attendance began about fix a Clock at Night, and they might ſtay till ten, 
or eleven ; That this Attendance was at the Attorney General's Chambers, and 
he believed there might be one hundred and fifty People there; and upon the o- 
ther Attepdances there was a great Number- of Perſons on both Sides. The 
Point, upon the Petition for a Charter, was, Whether ſuch an Incorporation for 
Inſurance, as was deſired, for Ships and Merchandize, would be beneficial to 
the Nation; and the other Side inſiſted, T hat private Inſurances would be moſt 
beneficial to the Merchants; and there was then alſo an ObjeQion to the Com- 
pany, as to their being a ſubſiſting Corporation, and their Exiſtence, as a Corpo- 
ration, was diſputed ; their Charters were read, which were very long, and an 
Objection was made in Point of Law to the Company's carrying on the Buſi- 
neſs of Inſurance under ſuch Charters, tho' exiſting ; and all theſe Points were 
debated, by Councel on both Sides. That the Fees given to the Councel, upon 
their Attendance, were ten Guineas a- piece to each of the fix Councel upon the 
ficſt Attendance ; and after, five Guineas a-piece to three of them, and three 
Guineas a-piece to the reſt : That ren Guineas a-piece was always given to 
two of the Councel, and five Guipeas a- piece always to two of them; That 
there were ſeven Attendances upon this Petition, with that of the 12th of No- 
vember, and That he believed all the Councel, except one, always attended; 
and That there was paid to the Councel for theſe Attendances, 142 Guineas, or 
within one or two of it; That theſe many Attendances were occaſioned by 
Want of Affidavits and Proofs, which the Attorney General required, there be 
ing only ſome Certificates, but no Affidavit to prove the Hands to thoſe Certi- 
ficates ; That he believed there was not any Application at all made to the At- 
torney General for an Attendance during the King's Abſence; They found him 
ready as ſoon as they applied; That he iſſued his Summons for an Attendance, 
vpon the —_y Return, without any Application, oy 
Being asked, Whether from May to November this Company did not go on 
to carry on their Project? He ſkid, He could not tell, but believed they did; 
dut that he alſo believed, there was not any Signification thereof, of any Kind, 
= 8 Attorney General ; and ſaid, that he diſtributed no Money, other than to 
N 6 l * c 


Mr. 


71 


Mr. Jobs Marſh (Agent or Sollicitor for the Petition for Inſurances by the Lord 
Cherwynd, Sit Wm. Chapman, and others) ſaid, he left the Order of Referrence on that 
Petition with Mr. AttorneyGeneral's Clerk, ut no Fee with it; That he gave the Fees 
to the Councel, upon that Referrence made the 8th of Faxxary, and which (upon the 
gth) he left with Mr. Stephens (Mr. Attorney General's Clerk;) That he acquaiu- 
ted Sit William Chapman with it, and thereupon there was a Meeting on the Men- 
a or Tueſday following, of Sir Jaca Facobſon, Mt. Hatley, and the major part 
of thoſe who were appointed Managers, and they Reſolv'd to wait upon Mr, At- 
torney, with his Fee; That he believ'd ten or twelve of them attended him, and 
that 95 William Chapman gave him his Fee: That he, the Witneſs, went with: 
them to Mr. Attorney General's Chamber, and when he came there, he acquaint- 
ed Mr. Attorney General's Clerk with ſeveral of their Names, and then he was 
introduced into an outer Room, and the Clerk went to Mr, Attorney General, and 
having told him (as he believed) that the Witneſs was there, he was called to 
the Door, and then acquainted Mr. Attorney, That Sir William Chapman, and ſome 
others of the Petitioners for that Charter, were cometo wait upon him, with his 
Fee; to which Mr. Attorney General ſaid, What de they come to me for, why 
do they not leave it with my Clerk? The Witneſs anſwer'd, that conſidering it 
was matter of Weight, and who were concern'd in it, they deſit'd to give him 
his Fee themſelves ; and the Witneſs turning to them, they all came forward, 
and Sir William Chapman gave the Fee, and Recommending the Thing to Mr. 
'Y - Attorney's Favour, ſaid, it would ſpeak for its ſelf, and hoped if it ſhould be found 
to be of Uſe to the Nation, that he would favour it, and ſome Words of that 
kind, and then they withdrew. 

That ſometime after this, a Caveat being enter'd by the Inſurers, a Summons 
was taken out ; Then there came another Petition for a Charter, and thereupon 
Councel were heard for the private Inſurers, and Councel for the Mines Royal, 
and Councel on behalf of Sir William Chapman and the Managers; Mr. Serjeant 
Comyns, Mr. York, and Mr. Hale were of Councel, and the other fide had three 
Councel: That the Petitioners Councel had five Guiness a-piece : They were all 
heard at that time, and Directions were given to bring the Subſcriptions and Sub- 
ſcription Books, and other Papers relating to that Inſurance ; which Directions 
were given (as he thought) at the deſire of the private Inſurers : That he believ'd 
there were five ſeveral Attendances on Mr. Attorney General, upon this Petiti- 
on of Sir William Chapman, beſides Attendances to bring Papers. ; 

That they attended only twice with Councel, and the Witneſs deſited the fut- 
ther Attendance ; That the whole Fees to their Councel atnounted to no more 
than fifteen Guineas at a time, five to each Councel. | 
That the firſt Attendance held from ſeven to ten or eleven a Clock at Night: 
Upon the laſt Attendance there were ſixteen or eighteen Perſons at leaſt, of theit 
Side, and he believed as many more of t'othet Side. 

That upon this Petitian a Point aroſe Whether to prevent the Danger of a 
Monopoly from one ſuch Corporation, a ſecond Incorporation of the ſame kind 
were not neceſlary ; and another ObjeQion aroſe, That ſome of thoſe who were 
Subſcribers to this Petition, for a Charter, were formerly Subſcribers toa Petition 
againſt one, and they were requeſted to give their Reaſons for altering their Opi- 
nion: There was alſo a Charge of Fraud upon Kam, one of the Subſcribers to 
this Petition, which came upon the Petition of one Helbat., On which there 
was a diſtinct Attendance, and Examination, and touching which Mr. Attorney Ge- 
neral requir'd an Anſwer upon Oath, as the firſt Charge was upon Oath ; Where- 
7 upon ſeveral Affidavits were brought, but he never heard they went any further, to 
make good that matter. | 

That upon drawing and framing the Report he attended Mr, Attorney Gene- 
ral, upon his Requeſt, to ſee if he had collected all the Facts that had been laid 
before him. 

That there was never any other Fee to Mr. Attorney than as aforeſaid, that he 
knew of; but the Witneſs owned he did tell Sir }/:illiam Chapman, That he 
thonght it was fit to wait upon Mr. Attorney General in Perſon ; whereupon Sic 
William ask'd, what he thought was a reaſonable Fee; he anſwer'd, that he had 

iventen Guineas in a Caſe of a private Act, and had known a larger Fee given, and a 
lie vd twenty or thirty Guineas ſhould be given; They debated the matter, and the 
Witneſs underſtood they reſolved to give fifty Guineas for the Fee, and to trouble 
themſelves no further, and believed no further Fee was ever given, or intended 
to be given; That he never had any Diſcourſe with Mr. Szephens (one of Mr. 
Attorney General's Clerks) about Fees, only that he asked him what was proper 
to give, but he returned no Anſwer 'of any kind; and thereupon the Witneſs 
ſaid he would Adviſe with bis Clients, and do what was proper, and that he 
_ had any Diſcourſe about Fees, with Mr, Grab, Mr. Attorney's other 
lerk. 
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Mr. Thoma Dowſe ſaid, That he was Soll icitor or Agent, upon that Petition 
which was the Counter -Petition to that for the Mine and Battery Charter; 
and ga ve Mr. Attorney General in the whole fifty Guineas, at four ſeveral times; 
three of which Fees, to his beſt Remembrance, he gave Mr. Attorney himſelf, and 
one to his Clerk; and believed the three, which he gave Mr. Attorney, were ten 
Guineas each, and the other twenty Guineas were left for him, with Mr. Ste- 
phens, his Clerlůt. , 8 | 

Being examined as to what Hints had been given him, touching enlarging Fees to 
Mr. Attorney General, and upon what Occafions, He ſaid ſeveral. Hints had been 
given him by, bis Clients, and by others be bad converſed with, That the other 
Side had given very large Sums to Mr. Attorpey General; Wheteupon he applied 
to his Clients to Amend their Fees, and defired leave to Enlarge them, but be 
could not prevail, They could raiſe Money bat hardly, But at laſt they Ordered 
twenty Guineas:ſhopld be given, and he gave it. 

Being asked Whether Srephens ever gave any hint to Enlarge the Fee, He au- 
ſwer'd, That when he gave the ten Guineas (and which was a Fee he had given 
to other Attorneys General) he had then only one Petition againſt the Charter; 
but he had Entered, Caveats againſt Others, .and then he asked the Clerk what 
Fees were to be given upon Caveats, (That being a piece of Practice which he 
was not ſo well apprized of,) and the Clerk ſaid, you muſt give ſomething hand+ 
ſome, And believed the Clerk might for, in a Carſory way, t they gave hand · 
ſomely on the other Side, but believed he ſaid it, 2 #o Direction; And upon 
what was ſaid by him and others, he Enereaſed the Fee, and gave twenty Gui - 
nens. c 772 
- He gave an Account, That on the third of June, he carryed the Order of Re- 
ferrence, On the Petition to reſume the former Charters. of Mines Royal, and 
Battery Works, and ten Guineas with it, to Mr. Attorney General, which he 
prehended was his uſual Fee; and between that time, and about the Middle of 
September, (when he went out of Town, and ftaid till the Middle of October) 
he frequently called on Mr. Attorney General's Clerk, to know if any Applicati- 
on had been made for a hearing by the other Side, and received for Antwer, There 
had not: Whereupon he told the Clerk, (after ſome times calling) That if the 
other Side would not ed on their part, He would proceed. 2 
That he ſtay'q out of Town above a Month, and the firft hearing they had, Ups 
on the Mine and Battery Bufineſs, was upon the L1th of Nodembas opon'a Sum · 
mons which he took out. r | 
That he was Sollicitor for the: Merchants of London and Briffol, Who appear- 
ed from the deginning, to oppoſe ſuch a Charter: There was four ot five Setts as 
gainſt Charters, and he was concerned for them all. Ni 1 4 

He was alſo Sollicitor upon the Countet · Petitions againſt the Mines Royal. 

That there were ſeven Hearings in Oppoſing the Petitions for Charters, aud he 
v four or five of them were particularly upon the Petition of the Mines 

hat he gave no Fees fince the laſt Caveat, Nor any upon the Report. 

That he left no other Fees, than the fifty Guineas. Ac: 

That the Difcourſe he had with Mr, Stephens was at the Attorney General 
Chamber, and knew of no other Diſcourſe, upon that Subject; That be could 
vos repeat the Clerk's Exadt Words, only ow the Effect of them: That, be, and the 
Clerk talked, only in a Carſory manner, to know what other Attorniesr' gave; That 
be had na Braun- fer giving Fees, bat 10 give the common and uſual' Fees, which 
be did, and gave or left no other thaw what he loked upon to be Common and Uſual. 
Being demanded to name the Perſon, his Client, who told him be muſt give good 
Fees, Br declared he could not ſay which Client in —_— it was, and that it u. 
| only in common Converſation, as thus, Dowſe, Tox muſt give goud Fees, we bear 
3 ive very good Fees on t'other Side. | | Aria 

| That he would have given a better Fee than twenty Guineas, and asked his 
Clients for that purpoſe, but they refuſed to order that. 1210 | 

That the Heerings, upon theſe Attendances, generally began at fix, the laſt was 
at five, and the Councel gen: wy got away about ten; there was uſually fix or 
Leven Councel at a Hearing ſome of the Hearings were 3 or 4 Hours, and 
ſome longer : Once they had but four Councel (viz.) Mr. Serjeant Chefbire, Ser- 
jeant Mater, Mr. Bootle, and Mr. Pictmas ; the Fees he gave were, to Set- 
zeant Chefbire, and Serjeant II bitialer, at one ot two Attendances ten Gui- 
neus a · piece, to the other five Guineas a- plece, at every one of thoſe Hearings up- 
on Attendances. les 26 „ | | | | 
That he was Sollicitot for the private Merchants, who oppoſed the firſt Petition 
for a Charter for Infursnce; and which yas referred to the late Attorney and 
Sollicitor General. Nn reg | 


That 


131 | 


' That the Fees which he gave, to the late Attorney, and Sollicitos 
u that Petition, (being ofthe 71h of Febe, 1519, ) were to fic Edward 
en Guiness, (given at the time, when he left the Order of Refecreace with him 
They were formally heard upon that Petition, and — befare them 
upon the Referrence, upon the Petition of Sir abu Milian, Sir Faftss Heck, and 
others, And when he brought that Referrence, he left Ten Guiness, 

That he believed they had five Attendances upon thoſe Referrences, and the Fees 
which he gave to the Councel were Ten Guiness apiece, upon the Lazdon Petition, 
and Five Guineas apiece, upon the Breftol Petition ; (web wes upon the Est of 
Mareb 1717,) and upon making their rt of the 12th of Aﬀarch «717, ae gave 
the late 1 and Sollicitor General, Ten Guineas apiece more, and he gave 
no other Fees. a no 

That a Day or two before making his Repoet, ( upon the Petition of the Come 
pany of the Mines Royal,) Mr. 1 eneral ſent for him, to ſee if he had 
gathered all the Papers, which the Witneſs had laid before him, on behalf of that 
who oppoſed, ( which the Witneſs found —_ | * 1 

And being ain arked as to bis Converſation with Stephens about ; be ſaid, 
That he never had any Intimation from the Attorney Generat's Clerk, aboxy gius 
Fees to bim; And that all be ante mat vo know what Foes were given by pe awry. 
Side ; and I hat be never had any Hint, from — — Clerk, aas Fees were gruen: 
He bad only ſome Hint: from abroad, but mo Hine from Mr. Staphens, © 

| That be believed be heard it ſaid, as Adv." Attorney Genergl's Chamber," That 
it was believed, They had gives handſomely on Oorher Sidr, lut nothing of what 


* 
"y 


* was, N Fa | : 

That he never had any Converſation with Mr. Stephens, It only in general, ond 
laid no Streſs upon oy bing 3 bees 1 That be — hroved te 1 
Witneſs at he fhoxld give; That he beard the Mine; — — 1 
Mr. Attorney General's Chamber, but could not charge it, b of bis Clerks 
but thoaghs it might be among the Atzornoys, upon theer meeting, waiting there, 
and talking re nf Converſation,  - N TIEN egy \ 

That be never heard of the Hord, 8 en, in the A 
ney General's Chamber, nor os Diſconrfſe abont what One bad bees giving; ar Aus · 
tber; mor bad be any era like rhas of Bidding in bis M 2 5: nn, 
Being aiked, whether My, Sollicicor Geiipral bas any: os from: tins of 
Hints from the Clerk, of enlarging the Fee, Hu apſevered; That by: da mal fay, 
that Stephens ſaid, Civ. handſomely. deu 
That as to Attendances, there were Fon, before the format ynd pre · 
ſent Sollicitor General, which he beſſe ved were as long, os langer, than; 0 
the preſent Attorney: A great many Merchants were there, and | 
Bradly was conſtantly — K the Ajtorney Generat's Ghambers : Thi me 
of the Examinations, taken before the ns ene" end'Seilicitar General, 
were not upon Afﬀidavit-: But the prefent- Attorney. deficed dN. 

That the Clerk did not fay, 'what Fees the-WitneG warito give therAttorney 
Genersl, 1— Cavents, but the Witnels believed he ſaid, they did give baad ſoneiy 
on d other . AN WELL 


ide; he did not name any 8mm. N 29 r eee 4 
That the Wuneſs did adviſe bs Clients to give # ifty \Guiness unon the 
C Years. N I N 1 1 MN g 4 ! 92 24  & Kvwe 59 A . 


yr , W 2 "do 4a Nane eig * 8 da 
Mr. Oliver Marton (ho is eoncern'd for Mr. A upon his Petition } ſaid, 
That Mr. Attorney was attended abost t br 14 times wpda that Quce 
was with Councel, and he yore Mr. Attorney at ſeveral.timey' inthe whole h 

uineas, by Direction of his Clients: They bed but one hexcing by Gouncei. 
for the other Atrendances there were about Six before Councel eie heard, 
and as many afzet wards. N 1 255 . A 20 
Being ccofs examined conęeruſng what 5 Mr. Soll ici t General hed 
jobs to bim, 10 give 1oformation,couching! . 

hat meeting Mr. Sollicitor, the day befare; in the Lobbyafthe Lords, 
de defired the Witneſs to attend here, upon this Bccaſion;and he ld Me. Soll- 
citor he wopld attend, and acquaineed him that he had given Mr. Attoeuey ga 
thicry Guiness, aud could wor we why be foould be called bere,, hou he 
ouly bir juſ Her; That this Miceting wes porely by accident; and that Mr. Sollin 
citordid-not defice him 40 ſay any thing, but4be Trum. 


Mr. Henry Symands ſaid, he had an Account of all the Money that had been 
expended 2 the Petition of Sir Famer Hlale, aud Sera, abomt Arpojttes 
That the whole amonnted4o 279 l. 245. 64. or cherten, and es more 2 
Tat de could notſpeat to the Diſtiibution of &, nor oo take upan ties 50 ſay 
what had been given © Mr. Attorney Genera for bis Ces an that Reſerrence, 
but belleved Bf Guiness; Tha he beljeved they had bus one Hearing, ut chere 
were two Petitions againit them * Buildangs, aud they apprebended they 
might 


— 1 
1 
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might have more than one heating: They had Information that ſuch a Fee had 
been uſually given, andimagin'd they might give it; which laformation, he believed, 
camefrom ſome of theirown Committee, who might ſay, they believed, or had heard, 
that ſuch a Fee had been given: That he never waited on Mr. Attorney, but went 
only to his Clerk, to know when would be a proper time for the Solliciors, or 
Attorneys, to attend him. | | 510 


Sir William Chapman ſaid, That, being one of the Committee on the Inſurance, 
(called Lord Cherzwynd's. luſurance) he did acquaint a general Meeting, That 
he underſtood, That in Sir Jobs Williams's Society there was a Power given 
to ſome Members, to take proper Methods for obtaining a Charter; whereupon 
the General Court came to a Reſolution, to give their Managers Power to put- 
ſue ſuch Methods, as they ſhould think proper for obtaining a Charter. 

Being asked, whether there was any Power veſted; in any body to diftribute any 
Sum of Money for that Purpoſe, he anſwered, That he did not know of any ſuch 
Power, or any ſuch Intention; There was Power lodged in the Committee to diſpoſe 
of a One per Cent. paid in, in ſuch manner as ſhou}d be moſt for the Benefit of the 
Society, but he did not know of any Power to diſpoſe of Money, for obtaining a 
Charter, the Power: is only to diſpoſe of it, for the Intereſt of the Society, and 
it is entet d in the Minute Book, and he knew of no other. 

Being asked what Money was giten to the Attorney General, on the Sollicita- 
tion for a Charter, he ſaid; That when they undertook that Affair, they were in 
hopes to obtain a Charter, and they went in a proper Method, by Petition, Signed 
by Subſeribers; and his Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd to hear them in Council, 
and to refer them to Mt. Attorney General, to hear all Allegations, and make Re- 

port thereupon, upon which the Witneſt asked Mr. Jobn Marſh their, Sollicitor, 
erhat was proper for them to do in the Caſe, and what was Cuſtomary; he an- 

ſwered, there were Fees due to the Attorney Geperal on ſuch Occaſions ; be asked 

Whereabout might de proper for them * give; Mah ſaĩd it went ot thirty Guineas; 

Therenpouthe Witneſs ſaid, Theſe Matters are often drawn into @ great Length, 
and ure f more Weight ebam aſua in other Afﬀairs; upon which Marſh' ſaid, The 

more Atrendances, the more Fees are 0 be given. Upon that Conſideration, they 

3 to give: Fifty G niveas;\ and be knew\of no Intention to give morẽ, 
and: be might:yay,\ it wa the\ Reſolution of all the Gentlemen, concerned in 

Undertaking, to'rely\on the Fuſtice of their Proceeding, and his Majeſty's Royal 


#be. 
hed, Whether be had ny Intention to give more, if there was a Repors 
f ic 


* 
1 — our, be Aar lar ed, That be never had ſuch an Intentium, hut thong 
be eee ee ail at ence grand eee, never bad any Converſation with 

Ar) Hitirney:Generah, is any firivate Affair; but as @ Director of the South-Sea 
Company, had ſernthim- in a publick Auster; and bad no Correſpondence with him, 
«pou or After lantila the Fre, till a publick Attendance ; That upon the Attendance 
ow bi Hetiriom Mr. Attorney ſaid be. tuonid bear them 12 as they pleaſed, but 
_ defired vhem'to put dogonithein Redfant in HWricmy,) in the . of Certificate, that 
be might not miſtake: And be declared That: be did not know, or believe, Mr, At-. 
vonne ban one” Fardbiny tore, or uny Srath, or af elſe. e. 
vd being examined ar to a Sum of 180001, ſuppos d to be hdged in his Hands 
for ſome purpoſe ; be ſaid that he accounted himſelf bappy to be before the Committee 
ow thi; 'Ocrafion, foritgon" ceined: bis Reputation. to give a true Account of that Af 
fir, and, That there is ſuch: a Sum mentioned in bis Account, and that the 
ra Stine of that Iain it abus; il ben the One per, Cent. was ordered to be called 
in, n Gentlemen concerned defired:1t Tight be put upon ſome Improvement, and 
netbing-of it lye dead; 'and" the Buard thmking it a proper way te put it out upon 
South-Sea Bonds, and to permit the Treaſurer of that Company to keep it, in truſt 


for the Society, be acctrdi aid'thefr8000 l. tothe Treaſarer of the South-Sea 
Com uo gane h Note for it, mbich Nate be has now in his Pocket, ac- 
pn fry (oper Mawagers,' or the) major: part of them, for the Uſe of the Society; it 


dt veviriotherwiſe intended, and it 15:50 be found in the Witneſi's Name; it was 
— South - Sea hu 260 of January (aſt, and it remains in the Treaſurer 
of that Company's Haufe che aſt of their Society; and declared that be knew of 
no Ieteation-ebat Myc Attorney General was ever to receive one Farthing of it ; and 
that the Witneſs had acconmed fur it, and how it is diſpoſed for the Uſe of the 
$1529 bog $75? no Tris "1 nog «np £ # «14 Wo) 1 p WP | aig * E 
Sir Jabs Williams was called, to zive an Aceount of a Power to diſpoſe of 
depc in the Afﬀeir.of Inſurance; that goes in the Lord Oz/low's Name; 


and deing:examined; ſuid, That he finds by their Minute Book, That at a Court held 
the Gthy Day of Jan laſt; when he wes not there, he having defired an Order for 
100 or 200. they had ordered 10001, ;wirich he took amiſs, aud told them, that 
One or 200 f. would do, till the Charter: came to pats: That he intended it Ne 

4 ; pay* 


$34: 
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paying Sollicitors Bills, which he muſt do; he had advanced them Money, for thelt 
bing on, and believes their Bill may come to 4001. That all this Money remfins 
in his Hands, but about 50 Guineas, and belides this he received 20 Gyuineas be- 
fore that: He believed that he order'd Mr. Billingſley the Sollicitor to carry the 
order of Referrence to the Attorney General, but could not be poſitive: 7 hat he 
went there afterwards, and gave Mr. Attorney twenty Guineas, and not a Farthing 
more was given, aon that Petition; but there came two Petitions between the 
15th and 23d of December, and with that Referrence be gave thirty Guineas, and 
declared that Mr. Attorney General never had from bim, nor from any other 
Man to his Knowledge, more than fiſty Guineas, IT | 
That the Bulineſs lying heavy upon bim, he ordet'd Mr. FHantman to attend 
Mr. Attorney, but Billing fley had ud buſineſs to go there, he could not give one 
Farthing; nor was it in any body's Power to do it, but the Committee mult be 
uainted with it. | 
Being acked as to any Intention be might bave to give further Fees, if the Report 
Jhonld be in their Favoar, be ſaid, Conſidering the Qaality of the Perſun, be ſhould 
| have thought it reaſonuble, bat be did not da it; At to the Report, they could never 
et any knowledge of it, for Mr. Attorney General had declared, That ne Man living 
ond ſer it till a given into the King's own Hands. Ard) a1 
Dat Billingſley is employed by them as their Secretary; That as to the Letters which 
have been ſent by Billingſley, 2 Mr. Sollicitor, he ſaid; that, according #0 the beſt. of 
bis Knowledge, Mr. Sollicitor was the 725 Man that told bim of them, which was 
about 6 or y Months ago, and belieued that ſeveral of their Directors knew nuthi 
of them till they came into this Commitee: And they. are ſo exaſperated at bim far 
it, that be wild have been turned out before now, but ſor: that they are under the 
Examination of this Committee. 10 mien ee 
Being exumined touching what was done upon the Refetteuce of the Petition from 
the Mine and Battery res the Counter Petition thereto, referr'd to the pre- 
ſent Attorney General, he ſaid, That the Cuuncel, in pleading before the Attorney Ge- 
neral, took Notice of à Miſtake in the Petition, by occaſion of Which it did not 
come properly before Mr. Actorney; and Councel adviſed. them tovithdtawy that 
Petition and prefer another, and that occaſioned the ſecond Referrence, | 
That there had been ſeven Attentiances on theſe two Referrences, one the 12th 
of Nov. one the 179th (but that was put off) another; the 20th,, another the 
Ajßth, another the qth of December, another the 11th, and the laſt the 23d. 
That the preſent Attorney General never gave him any Hint or Hucduragement 
for a further Fee, but quite tontrary ; That indeed for the. great Futigne and great 
Trouble they bad given Mr. Attorney General, the 2 did think. it proper 10 
offer him a further Fee, after the thirty Guineas, and di: fer bim fifty, and be 
refus'd it; the time of which Offer was, as be remembred, between the 15th and 
2046 of January lafl, W by Lip vid e ie 
r n nr ee ne ee ears 
Mt. James Bradly being examined (touching the A fair of Jork Building,) ſaid; 
That he believed Mr. We carryed the Order of Refercence, but deqlated that 
he did not know of any one Fee that was given upon Occaſion of that Buſineſs; 
That he nevet ſpoke to Mi. Attorney in his life, bat upon a Caſe in relation to 
Matter in Trade, which no lies before him, and never. attended bim upon any 
other Occaſioui. p38 13540 x i Gil N 1000000 Fs 
Being croſs examined, he ſaid, That be wat one of thoſe who ſollicited tb Charter, 
and upon that Orcaſiom attended theilatei Attorney, and Sallicitor General; That 
they adviſed with the Sollicitor as their Coumcel, and gave bim Five. Guinea, and 
That he put them in a way of getting their Charter, he peruſed their Petition, and 
uſed and corrected their Draught of a Charter, and told them, if they applyed to 
Clerk 'of the Council, be wald get it :riferred to the. Attorney, o Soliiicitoz, 
not Attozney and Solticitoz;-avd to the Board of Trade. 
That the Clerk of the Council having told bim, that the, Referrence wu made to 
' the late Attorney and Sollicitor General; and to the Board of Trade = Witneſs 
' layed till abe late Attorney. came out of the Council, when. be 200k, Nui f thoſe 
that were the Petitioners thew attending, and upon Jpeabing te him of it * decla- 
red, that he 2 the thi — much, and wondred bow Inſurances could be 
5 * | —— 


tarryed on ſo long without a Charter... 5 un eiiie e 
FTbat be gave 'the late Attorney General ; Guineas,. and the Sollicitor General 
I Five, befides ſeveral Fees which he before gave to the Sollicitor upon adviſing 
* with im. ! 0 1 ; 0 F. ** 4 V. 5 | f 
- * That be had leng Diſconrſes with the Sollicitor Points, and QbjeBijons raiſed 
" againſt tbem by" t 


Merchants; They. raiſed.all the Objectiont they could think 4, 
and the Sollicitor anſwered them: ; and in the Concluſion ſaid thut, Upon the mbole 
© Matter, I can ſee no mauer & Objedtion to 4 Charter, unleſs we conld hit upon 


I 


ſomething that was never thought of by 2 
es MS — 8e lee 
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That the Witneſs called ſeveral times xpon- bim, and be never ſaid one Word 
ainft them, till the Night before he figned the ay againſt them, and then 
2 mentioned the Letter — Billingſley, which rhe 2 knew one Mord 


before. | T " 1191, | 
2 for explaining the Words (02 Sollicito: ) in the Referrence, the Witneſs 
declared be t Mr. Sollicitor as the ſame time ſaid, Then it will be in your 


Power to bring it to me, if you think fit. | a(t os; waccd 
Being ached whether thers was uny Attendance wpon the late Attorney or Sollici- 
tor, between the 6th of March, and the 10th, 1717 ; he anſwer's, be cenld wet be par- 
vicular; as to the laſt time of attending ether of them, but believed is was upon the 
2th, Bib, or 9th of March; 1717; that be gave Billingfley wo Amthoricty to Sign the 
Lester be ſent ; and that the Sollicitor never ſheu d any Reſentment te him till the 
Night before mentioned. ein 
ng atled whether My. Sollic itor General confined hi 228 to this, That 

br ond de them Faftice, if they came to him; be anſwered, That be always under- 
Rod his Hords to be in their Favonr ; That after they had diſconmrſed with Mr, 
Solicitor of that Af air, and en the Objedions the Merebants might raiſe againſt then, 
and all the Objetions he or they raiſe themſelves, Mr. Jollicitor aeclar'd, That 
be conld wet ſet any Objedtion to their having ſuch 4 Charter, unlaſs sbey could hit 
ee dot bit apes iy. Mts ;. cod Ahis bs biley' 4 Ae, Sail; 

gor coma not deny, if be wivte pe bit Oath, nn 
That he never heart of any Offer of a Subſeription for 10000. till aſter diſca- 
very of Billiagftey's Letter ; and iv very poſitive, That tho' he attended Mr. Sol- 
Heicor, and the late Mr. Attorney General, on 1 rr that Letter, and 
was With Mr. Sollicitor at his Chamber, he never eapreiſed to him any Reſent- 
ment of that Letter, till the Night be Sigo'd bis Rrport, of the;zath; of Ach 
1744. tho” the Witneſs had beet at bis Chamber ; and the Wuneſt declared that 
He never hedred/'of that Leer, of the tenth of March, till fince it was produc 
du chis Colnivireee ; and ſaid, That the Reſentmemt which Mr. Sollicitor expt 
wes, That Money had bevn offered, tie did not fay one Word abost Stock. 


| " . 6 ie , 25414 * 131310 Das 54 
Sir Bork being enabled, and examined as to any. Power given for di 
oney in the Affair of the Mines Royal, and as to eny Money e 
ed, Declared he knew of no ſuch Power to diſpoſe, nor of ary Mode diſtribu- 
ed, dut what is entered in their Boon. Wy eur 18 | 
And being fed whar Converſion be ever bad with the preſent Attorney Ge- 
Hera), He ſad te Bever trad the Honour $0 ſpeak to hin, or to the Former Attot- 


yep Gentil, et to the $v1llivitoc Seetal 5 
C ETA NNY 2926 2997 S200 hoidy wo 8 pm 
Mr. Zechariah Foxall being called, and examined touching the Letter ſent two 


' Years ago by Billingſley, to the late Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor General, 


he dne When it was dffeuvered ; faid, That between the time of the ct 
f the Kits Attorney General, and that of the Board-of Trade, he was informed 
of u Litter ſerr by B ,, ro the late Attorney and Solliazor General, which 
he thought very ſcandalent; und cherenpon he told AA. „That if he would 
not Ad ter the Ostents of the Letter, and by what ity ha ſent it, to the 
End the Gentlemen concerned, and who knew nothing of it, might defeni them- 
RIves, hey would appear 10 farther in the matter; and that upon their ac in 

vim by W A ne made the Offet in that Leiter, he ſaid he had a — 
Power do mae wha Offer he thought: proper, but che Gentlemen of their Com- 


Sir Arma Carries being examined: any Diſtribution, ur Powerd 
diſtribute Money, either du che Afﬀair\of the Mines Royal, or that of Tort Bad- 
uſe, Yebtitted he — 9 or r N n 
Suro # a; Allo ef Mr. Sulliciewr;, be was a Snhjcriber, but efterwards bud 
"bir Nitme firuet out N Dunne ry of Abe Raferrences) oo 
Cal Billingfley being examined, it ared by bis Beide, Toa Tas Dar- 
apo Fe wn, for phos — i with whe Dales General, 
Ind five Onivens ub thus Orr, f permſed the Luer, 
adviſed getting the Referrence, to the Attorney, oz himſelf, 7 hat it might be va bis 
| Fe ee | at — — 6 1 a favorr- 
r Chon be wonld do. thens Fnflice, aud 
ur /> Nini ur 50 State ui Gent, amd to unfever ub bimſall. aval declared be 
Yhought there oui be wo ObjeAion-ro r 
ſomething, that bad never been tbongis re pa , N. 
That the late Attorney General coming ant of the Council when the Petition was 
Yead, tool particular Notice of the Petitioneri, who were then antending, and teld 


3 
them, They muſt have a Charter ; they gave forty Guineas to him, and twenty fits 
to the Sollicitor General. 

That there tuas @ Hearing after the fixth of March 1717; and no Notice was 
taken of any Letter received; but Mr. Sollicitor took Notice of ObjeFions to 
the Charter, which be anſwer'd himſelf; and Mr. Sollicitor adviſed them to get a 
Petition for an Incorporation for the Thatrhes Water Affair, and adviſed the jobs 

jectors 80 get the Referrente to the Attorney, Oz Sollicitor General; and aſſured 
them be would do them Juſtice ; and ſaid, that if it was referred to the preſent 

Attorney General, he might be againſt it, if be knew the Sollicitor was intereſted 
in it; That this was about 4 or 5 Months ago; That upon this Application for 
a Charter, Mr. Sollicitor Pu bit Name out of the Subſcription, and ſaid it was 
becauſe be did not know, but that the Referrence might come to hmm. 


James Vernon, E/; (one of the Clerks of his Majeſty's moſt honourable P 
Council) (having Leave from his Myefiy to be examined) ſaid, That be att 
in Council, upon the $th of January, when the Referrences were made to the pre- 

t Attorney General alone, — ; 

And up asked what was the Direction given in Council touching thoſe Refer- 


rences, he ſaid, that the Direction was, That they ſhould be referred to Mr, As- 
torney General. | | k 
And being alſo acked, Whether the Orders of Reference are drawn up different 


from the Directions that were given in Council, be anſwered, That he was ſure, 
they were not. | | 

And aid farther, That upon looking into the Referrences in Council, ever fince 
the Reſtoration, for on: Referrence to the Attorney And Sollicitor, or to the Arror- 
ey D2 Solicitor, there are five to the Attorney alone. | 


Upon which the Houſe came to the following Reſolutions, 


Reſolved, | FT 
That the ſeveral Informations, in the ſaid Report mentioned to 


have been given to the ſaid Committee by Sir Milllam Thomp/on, Knt, 
a Member of this Houſe) tending to accuſe the Right Honeurable 
icholas Lechmere, Eſq, his Majeſty's Atto General, and one of 


his Majeſty's moſt honourable - Privy-Council, of Co and Evi 
| riftices, Dn Malicious, Falſe, — and utterly Grouodle, g 
GN YT IRS 
That it appears to this Houſe, That the Right Honourable Nicholas 
Lechmere, Eſq; Atto General to his Maſeſty, has diſcharged his 
Truſt in the Matters referred to him by his Majeſty in Council, men- 
tioned in the ſaid Report, with Honour and Integrity. 
Or der 4d, HA. : | þ k 
That the ſaid Report, with the hg hes ye the Houſe there- 
upon, and the Letters and Reports, and Papers referred to 
| Ordered, 


That Mr. Speaker do appoint the printing of the ſaid Report and 


Proceedings, and that no other Perſon Go preſume to print e ſame, 


oo» ©, 


but ſuch as he ſhall appoint. © _ © 
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'To the KIN Ac 8 Moſt 8 Maieſty. 


The humble Petition of the Lords and other Perſons of Da 
iuction, whoſe Names are ann 9 


h bumbly bewerb, 
HAT your Petitioners have ſomething very ms l to offer for the Im- 
Pr of Navigatian and Trade, the Encouragement of your Ma- 
Leds ib vice b ea, and the Prefervaiiqn of ns Majeſty's Domiui- 
ons, b Jakes ng the Number of Scamen, and for the more ſpeedy and effeQua! 


— * on oy 
— ain: In order therefore to attain a le good 
nds, 


* Your Peticioners moſt humbly pray, that your 1 will be graciouſly plea- 
ſed in your Princely Wiſdom to Grant your Roygl Leuterz - Patents under your 
Gr 1 50 of Fregt: Privei, conſtituting the Perfons whofe Names are hereunto 
atentees and Directors, together with ſuch other Perſdns as hereafter 


— be thou « neceſlary to we Ne thereto, for EreQing, Improving, and Car- 


755 on a Tradg, by the e ang. Title of The Company the Grand 
Grew c T 
ear rh oper rare: 


i CESS er 


A r 


Sep, 
FEE. 


— 


ee 
The 24 of February, 1717. 
PRESENT 


The KING's Moff Exrelimt Majeſty in Council. 
PON reading, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of divers Lords 


and other Perſons of iſtinRion, whoſe Names are thereunto ſubſcrid'd, 
ng his Majeſty to grant them Letters-Patents, for 1 and 
A on a Fiſhing Trade, by the Name @&d Title of of the 


— of Gree Brizain, of n ſuch other Manner or Title, and ſuch Perſon 
no- 


— 


S Fu * bs * * ( 


Ora r, by tbe 15 of the 2 ont N | 
aa 


to nomingte fuch a Perſon as your Myjeſty (hall 
And Raue eee | 


— en 


WD 


| we. | 
s { 15 ] 1 —— 


nominated Governor, as ſhall be thought fit: It is ordered by his Majeſty in 


Council, That the faid Petition (à Copy whereof is hereunto vunexed) be, and 
it is hereby, referted to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and Pt»arations, ro 
conſidet the ſame, and to report to this Board their Opimion thereupon. And it 
is hereby further ordered, That his Majeſty's Attorney aud Sollicitor General do 
likewiſe examine the Allegations thereof, and report to this Board what they con- 
ceive his Majeſty may fitly do therein. | | 


A true Copy : Temple Stanyan. 
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To the K IN G's Mot Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſly, | : 
1 humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Council, whereby we are 
A commanded to examine the Allegations of the Petition hereto annex'd, and 
to teport to your Majeſty in Council, what we conceive your Majeſty may titiy 
do therein; we have accordingly examin'd the Allegations of the ſaid Petition, 
which ſets forth, That the Petitioners have ſomething very material to offer, for 
the Improvement of Navigation and Trade, the Encouragement of your Maje- 
ſty's Service by Sea, and the Preſervation of your Dominipns, by increaſing the 
Number of Seamen, and for the more ſpeedy and effectual Frovilion for the 
- Poor, by the Improvement of the Fiſhery of your Majeſty's Dominions ; and in 


 - order to obtain all thoſe good and deſirable Ends, the Petitioners humbly pray, 


that — Majeſty will be graciouſly-pleas'd to grant your Leiters Patents, con- 
ſtituting the Perſons whoſe Names are thereunto ſubſcribed, to r with ſuch 
other Perſons as ſhall be hereafter — neceſſary to be added, Patentees ot 
Directors, for EreQing, Improving, an — on 4 Fiſhing- Trade, by the 
Name and Title of The Company of the Grand Fiſhery Gteat- Brain; or in 
ſach other Manner, and under ſuch other -Title, as to your Majeſty 'fhail feem 
meet; and that. your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleas d to nominate ſuch a Per- 
. ſon as your Majeſty ſhall think proper to be the Governor of the ſaid Company. 
And we moſt hunibly certify your Majeſty, That it being enaQed by the Sta- 
- tute paſs'd in the ninth Year of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, intitled, An Act 
for making good Deficiencies and ſatisfying the Publick Debts, ana for Eretting a 
| Corporation to carry on a Trade to the SOuth-Seus, and for the Exconragement of 
the Fiſhery, and for 2 to Trade in unwrought Iron with the Subject: f 
Spain, and to repeal che Ads for regiſtring Jeamen, That it ſhould and might be 
_ lawful for her Majeſty, her Heirs aud Succeſſors, in and by her Letters-Patents 
of Incorporation therein mentioned, or by any other Letters-Patents under the 
Great-Seal of (Great-Britain, to direQ a Stock to conſiſt of twenty Shillings 


upon every hundred Pounds of the Capital Stock of the ſaid therein intended 


mpany, to be raiſed by the Members thereof, in Proportion to their Stock, at 
ſuch Times and in ſuch Manner as her Majelty, her Heirs or Succeſſors, by 
ſuch Letters-Patents ſhould think fit and direct, fo as no-other of her Majeſty's 
Subjects be thereby excluded from the Fiſhing-Trade, the ſaid Stock to be kept 
a-part, and always employed in the improving, Be unf and carrying on the 
Fiſhery of this Realm, or other Fiſhery for the Uſe and Benefit of the Mem- 
ders of the ſaid Company, in Proportion to their Stock; we thought it incum- 
bent upon us to give Notice to the ſaid Corporation of the Petition referred to 


us; and we communicated the ſame to a Committee of Directors of the (aid 
Company, who attended us on that Occafion ; and afterwards, we received the 
| Letter hereto annex'd, wrote by Order of the Court of Directors of the (aid 
Company, whereby they acquaint us, that they have no ObjeQion to the paſſing 
- the Grant pray'd by the ſaid Petition, * 


And we do further moſt humbly certify your Majeſty, That Application being 
mage to us by ſeveral Perſons, claiming to be Members of a Corporation ſup- 
pos'd to be ereQted by his late Majeſty King Cbaries the Second, by his Letters- 


Patents under the Great-Seal of England; bearing Date the 25th Day of Septem- 


ber, 1657, by the Name of The Company of the Royal Fiſhery of England, and 
who deſic'd to be heard on Behalf of the ſaid Corporation, againſt the granting 


any fach Charter is pray dby the, ſaid Petition; we have ſeveral times heard 


Councel thereupon, who have before us inſiſted on the Rights and wh 
| grante 
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aid Letters-Patents; and farther, 


Letters- Patents. 


anted by the ſaid Charter to the ſaid Corporation, and which, as they appre- 
end, will be infringed by the Grant of any new Charter of like Nature to any 


= other Perſons; and further, that they are more eſpecially intitled to the Confi- 
'deration of the Crown in this Reſpe&, by Reaſon of very great Sums of Money 
which have, as they 17 been expended in carrying on the Purpoſes of tbe 

e 


ſaid Incorporation, by the Members thereof; Or, at leaſtwiſe, That if your Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be graciouſly pleas'd to grant ſuch new Letters-Patents of Incorpo- 
ration as are pray'd by the Petition, that the Members of the ſaid ſuppos'd Cor- 


TOI: or ſuch of them as your Majeſty ſhall judge proper, ſhould be taken 


and made Members of ſuch new [ncorporation. 

Againſt which Pretences, it has been objected on Behalf of the Petitioners, 
That᷑ the Corporation ſo erected by the ſaid Letters-Patents of. King Charles the 
Second is long fince ceas'd and determin'd, for want of carrying on the Suc- 


ceflion of a Governor and Directors, and other conſtituent Members of the 


aid Corporation, in the Manner, and according to the Form preſcribed by the 

Tat if any. Progreſs. was at any time made by 
he ſaid Corporation for obtaining the Ends of the ſaid Incorporation, that yet for 
many Years laſt paſt it has been totally neglected and laid aſide, and if ſo, that 
your Msjeſty may with great Juſtice to your ſelf and to your Kingdoms ere& 
the Corporation pray d by them, tho” for the ſame or like Purpoſes as were in- 


| - tended in and by the Letters-Patents of King Charles the Second. 


And having beard the Perſons claiming to be Members of the ſaid Corpora» 
tion to the aforeſaid Objections, we do moſt humbly certify your Majeſty, that 
they have not been able to make it appear to us, that the Corporation ſo erected 
as aforeſaid, now is, or for many Years laſt paſt has had any Exiſtence ; but 
not having been ſucceſsful in the ſaid Undertaking, ſoon after the paſſing the 


- ſaid Letters-Patents, for ought appears to us, no Care has been taken to pre- 


ſerve the Sueceſſion of the Members of the ſaid Corporation, in the Manner re- 
quired: by the ſaid Letters-Patents ; ſo that the ſaid Corporation is long fince de- 


termin d: Nor have they been able to make appear to us, that for many Years 


laſt paſt any Attempts or Endeavours have been made or uſed for the carryin 
on the Filking-Trade, by or under the Authorities or Rights granted by the aid 


On all which Conſiderations, it being moſt undoubted, that nothing can more 


_ eonduce to the Encreaſe of the Strength and Riches of your Kingdoms, and 


the breeding able Seamen to. ſerve your Majeſty as well in Time of War as 
Peace, than the preſerving and enlarging the Fiſhery of this Realm; we are moſt 


. . humbly of Opinion, that your Majeſty has not only full Power legally to grant 
the Letters-Patents pray'd by the ſaid Petition, but that ſuch Incorporation, be- 


ing granted under proper Regulations and Reſtrictions, will be very beneficial 
to the Nation. | | 


All which is moſt bumbly ſubmitted to your Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom. 
| F 
1th Novemb, 171% Wm. Tnoursox. 


| 4 true Copy: Temple Stanyan. 
South-Sea Houſe, 6 Auguſt, 1718, 


Gentlemen, | 8 > 7 8 

OR Anſwer to your Letter of 19th July laſt, referring to a Petition pray- 
- inga Grant of Kr for a Charter for the Grand Fiſhery, and de- 
firing to know, Whether we have any ObjeQion to the paſſing ſuch a Grant: 
This ſerves to acquaint you, That as to what appears upon the Petition com- 
municated by you to our Committee, at their Attendance on. you the 24th F=/y 
laſt, (being the ſame Petition which was alſo communicated to us from the 


— Honourable the Lerds Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations) no Ob- 
jeQion thereto does at preſent occur to us; But we defire we may ſee the Draught 


of ſuch Charter, or of the Heads thereof, before the ſame be paſſed. 


By Order of the Court Directors, 
N Danitr. WESscous, Secretary. 


f A true Copy : Temple Stanyan. 
| To 
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To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, in Council 


Aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of your Majeſtys Faithful and Loyal 
Subjetts, whoſe Names are hereunto ſub/tribed, in Behalf 


of themſebves, and of ſeveral other Merchants and Traders 
ef Great-Britain and Ireland, 


SHEWETH, | | 

Te AT the Merchants and Trade of your Majeſty's Dorhinions do frequently 
ſuſtain very great Loſſes for Want of an incorporated Company of Inſurers 
with a Joint-Stock, to make good all ſuch Loſſes and Damages of Ships and 

Metchandize at Sea, as ſhould be inſured by them. 
The Eſtabliſhment of ſuch 8 Company by your Majeſty's Royal Authority, 
will be u very great Security and Encouragement to Trade and Navigation, en- 
able the Merchants to make quicker Returns, employ more Hands, encreaſe 


the Number of Seamen, greatly augment your Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and preſerve 


many of your good Subjects and their Families from that Ruin to which they 
are now expoſed, by being Aſſurers in a private Capacity : Your Majeſty's 
moſt humble Petitioners beg Leave to lay before your _— that they have 
enter d into a voluntary Sabſcription to raiſe a Fund for erecting ſuch a Com- 
pany of Aſſurers as may effeQually make good all the Loſſes aſſured by them 
(which will in no wiſe jnterfere with any other Corpotation.) And having a ſuffi- 
cient Sum ſadſcribed for that Purpoſe, 


Your Petitionets moſt humbly pray, That your Mijeſty will be graciouſly 
pleas'd to grant your Royal Letters-Patents for incorporating them, with 
ſach others as ſhall ſubſcribe thereunto, and their Succeſſots, to enable 
them by a Joint-Stock to manage and carry on the ſaid Undertaking, 
under ſuch Rules and Regulations, by ſach Name and with ſuch Powers 

and Privileges for their better Government, as your Majeſty in your 
8 ſhall be pleas'd to ditect; not to exclude particular Aſ- 
| from aſſuring Ships and Merchandize as they now do. | 


3 Aud your Petitioners ſhall cer pray, &c. 
Lunden, Fanuary 
Auth 17 k. 


*, 


No = N f : 25 — N : F 4 
1 Juſtus Beck, Leader - balliſtreci. 2 John London, Zarhbury; = 
3 Alex. Cairnes, Cn 4 4 Rand, Knipe, Sea wars. 
5 John Williams, AMincing-lane. 6 Rich. Lockwood, College-bil/. 
7 J. Martin, Rood-lave. 8 For Tho. Cowper and Self, Sam. 
| AB Wt | Edwards, Buckler:bary, 
9 John Hardwar, Sice- lane. 10 E Marks, Ber 
302, WT, a | ſtreet, 
11 Arian Moote, New- Inv.” | 12 Jofiah Jeſſom, Mailing: ſtreet. 
13 Richatd 'Bridgman, Cheapfide, | 14 a — Southwark, Gra- 
. . 
15 John Effiogtot, Merzers-ball. 16 Watt, Maſſey, Sepney. 
17 Sam. Antrim; Qacens-ſtreer, 18 Tho. Wilſon, Bow: 
19 John Wellins, JZerboarn-/<nc. 20 George Chriſty, Weſtminſter. 


11 Richard Tapps, Bou Church Tard. 22 Tho, Nendal, —— ford-Caftle; 

23 Luke Bird, Croydon. | 24 W. Foreſter, I bite- Ball. 

25 Charles Morton, Devonſbire ſg are.] 26 John Tomkins, Coleman+ſtreer. 

27 Robert Thompſon. Watling ſtreet. 28 Edm. Watts, anon 7 
e 


29 Benjamin Bradly, Sice-lane. 30 John Gonſon, Inner- Temple. 
31 = Lloyd, Sock mar fert. 32 Tho. Hill, Sr. Cement f laue. 
33 Rich. Cullen, Richmond in Surry | 34 Rob. Knap, Watling-ſtreet. 

35 Sam. Stephens, Gray's- Inn. 36 Rich. Avery, Cateaten ſtreet. y 


' 37 Anth. Dawſon, Love- lane, Alder- | 38 Tim. Pennant, St. Jobs 1, Wapping. 


E 29 Salomon 


N® 
Solomon Daco Allhallows, the 
39 8. its, 


41 William Mount, Fower-hill, 

43 John Meadows, Sen. Stroud” in 

Kent, 

47 Jeſcph;Paice, an Glophant in Surry. 
47 lohn Nicholas, Hermitage. | 
49 John Garrett, Rangſg ate. 
51 Fho. Newman, Bur 
4 John Faire, 

. 55 Wm. Monck, Baſinghall-ſtreet. 
$7 John Rollings, Betbneli —_ 
$9. John Gerdnet, Brooke-ſtrees,, Hol 


n. 


ueens-ſtreet. 


ree den- 
105 TE for 
97 Robe "Dowley, Mood. ſtreet. 


99 Fran. Wiat, 83 
101 2 Horſenaile, Maidftoge 
103 Wer 


107 R Ss Hole. |: 11 


107 Sumyel Raſewel, Tokewbasſe-yard. 
109 James Nutcher, Coleman farect. | 


1 


MMSE. 


40 Tao, P age, Tower feet, 


4 Jobn Osborn, Lombard-ftreet. 
44 Anthony Story, Hamſted. 


855 > Fand Fu , 

4 M aylor, Ker. ; 

50 Ar. Guliher, ere raue. 

54 J — Lambeth, , 
ames Amin, K 

15 Tho. Lane, — ang "Wall. 

58 pow, Petrie, Bulliters- 25 


Be f | 62 Wm, Warren, Hoxnd; 
63 Ga. 1 e en ee 
125 Daw lan, Holbown Bridge. 66 Zedekiab Wyatt, Gr. barch-ftreet; 
Braves, Phipor-laye. = & Jol, Balwonh, Sage Gardens, 
o Wer- 
fry Clatk, Colemaan-firevt. | 70 Wm. Dickinſon, Ames Corver, 
-M 7! thus 15 — near 72 eee uefa 
RATE. | 
| 92 — 7 74 Rich. Mead, Jun. Zower-frece. 
7 r 2 76 William — Beet 
77 Mw, Aleyn, Caieaten frees; 78 ot «Cleaver, Ss Danfts's inthe 
Fran. Carter, wy wr" ks 80 Nath. Barnardiſton, Budee- 
bs 5 A — , | $a Fard, Wade, Cee. 
arnafd, Fryeri. 5 4 Nico. 7 Potrmfter-row,: 
Jer, er v Queens = - 86 Ed „ Kanu, near 
4 E ber Sn, Hamp/loas, 
| . 7 2 Caron gtx. 
| = hs THUG ene, Se; 
| As wow . | 
„ 1 200 hee 


94 H "Neal, Tower « of Lendev. 

| 96 ay ef Sir Hugh Smithſon, 
er Go i. . 
100 ho rot Rider's Court, near 


102 Hen. Prockter, Queens rect. f 


104 of Ti W Toa ills, Tower len. 


108 Caſe, Billingſle , y . . 


110 O, Aer for Mr. _ 
Waod, Aach 


| Li. 
Od, Mac heller. 
112 12 nlet. Taking 
er 2 bg 4 ook * | i — N. * 
113 John a 11145. Rabiufw, Halimall. 
115 Henty E mine * _ abn Caſtell, Conninll, | 
117 Amathenc Da e achecy Merrell, Tlunpſtaad. 
119 Wa. * Sagen, 1 , 12 7 — Warusch-Court, / 
1 * borrn, 
121 Rich, Bigg: | 4a On Sell. Leng-Jane, Sonth- 
123 Joſeph oy gau Curt, 124 Ra. bene, Block Lyons. Road. 
wear the enſe, 
125 Rich. Mere, Cheapfde. 126 Wa Kingsfard, Huttow:G, 
127 Anne Sylveſter, 3 rand, nean Dur- 128 whe 30 Gidzan,. Junior, Lare, 
. ame] ard 
129 John St. Clair, S. Alban rect, 130 Chriſtian Cole, Queex-fareer, Gol. 
Weſtminſter. | 


den ga are. 


131 Chriſto. 
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Jo 
131 Chriſto, White, Barge-Yard, Buck- 


lersbury. 


133 2 Stones, Croſ3-Keys, Loth- 


135 Hen, . At , Spittle-fields. 
137. George illoughby, Old Fewry, 


139 Will. Kerr, Great Marlborough- 
Tho. 

141 Tho. Houghton, Hyde- Park. 

143 Sarah Herbert, Twly's-ſtreer, Sourh- 
' a 

145 N Rood-laxe. 

147 


149 Wim. N S. Jabs 5 Haare. 


151 Jobn A Te le 


I Tho. 
$3 Efq;. of im Berks. 


155 re Moſs Srotl. yard in Buſp- 
157 Marke ke Woody King ANtreet, West- 


min er. 


159 Rob. Knapp, for Wm. Cumming, 
Great Barford, Oxfardſhire. 
161 Geo. Jackſon, St. Mary-Hill. 


163 Elizabeth Murten, b 
169 John tas. Wl oY * 
than, 1, Ratclh 


hal, A. . Fad. 


171 Dav. Faikney & Co. Cateaten ſtreet. 
173 John Haubury, Bucklefibiry. 


175 John Shorey, Jun, Baſinighall-ftreer. 


OY e 


1 ke, Sava e Gar dens, 
—— John Jehn Tad Teer e 
R. Knipe, for Nath, Booth. 


I | 
181 Geo. ackſon, for Edw. Jeffr 
3 — 4 eys, 


185 To aa Fat ſtreet. 

n, jo W. urner 
n on. W Jane. N 
189 Hen. Betts, Took's Court, near Lin- 


roln' 5-Inn, 
191 * Cartlitch, ear Golaſinitba- 


193 Edw. * 

195 Wittiam- 

197 Edw. Owen, $ilver-ftreet: 
99 Nath, Garin 22 * 

— Sam. Richar 7 

203 Abra. mn for bY Stinton, 

Hor 


0 n 


205 Rich. 1221 5 1 - for Idſ. Bullock, 


Tower-ftreet. 


207 Joſeph Travers, Savage- Gardent. 


2c9 John London, for John Baker. 
211 Jere. Peeti, Token-bonſe- 1 

213 John Walker, for Sir Ric viel; 
of Lalam in Middleſex. 


rr · John Leonard d'Orvilte; Loxdon- 
Stone 


| #+7 Rob. Faton, Dr. Coleman fer. 


m, St, Bartholomew's 


222 2 Anth. Meek, 


214 


N | | 
132 Rob. Fitzhogh, Cornbill, 
134 Tho. Prettyman, near the Royal 


| Exc 
136 John — in the Ola Jeu 
138 oY Mitchell, Grees Ae. 


140 Will. Torpio, Great Ruſſel-ftrees. 


1142 Joſhaa Winnock, B. , 
144 Sarah Beale, Sz. 2 


Rer. 
146 Onſlow, 


* or ww Pain, Conprow trees, Wc 8 


21 50 Tho. Aleyn, for C. Cowart, 


1 52 Jacob yPortello, Biſbepſgnte- reer. 
154 jc Richardſon, Abchurch-laxe. 


156 B, Robinſon, 2 for B. Robin- 
ſon, Sem” Sprtelesſquare. 

158 John Forte, ing's-flrecs Mat- 
min er. 

160 Maurice Abbot, Seppingly in Bed 


ford ſhire. 


102 he iNingfley, for John Math., 
Counſellor of the Temple. 


164 Jof. 2 Bartholomew;-ſquare. 
166 Elizabeth Bainton, Cheapſi de. 

168 John Emmet, Ironminger-late, 
170 William Fead, in St, Marghtet's, 


Lothb 
172 Rob. Pitman, Baſfinghall-ſteet. 
174 jy Shore Bak Jun for — 
1 5. 
176 Ker Gibb0 Wo 1 we 
178 Robert Jackſon, Fanchurcltreet. 
188 eh: Lockwood, for John Phi- 


lipps. 
182 Geo, Jackſon; for Mr. 1 


1 84 Henry Furneſe, Cullege bil 


196 Jofeph Jackſon; Cratchedsfeiers, 
188 TD 7. Comper, for Gi Wegg' of Col- 


195 W's Foran, 5 
192 D. Rebow, Pallmall..: 


194 Benj; Swete, _ 

190 Nath. Halbed, Corabill. 

198 Sam. Leſingbam, Token-bouſe-yard; 
200 Phil. Dell, Abcharch-lant. 


wa N aug pew 2 
ax Johr Cowfer, of Northampton. 


205 St * Cornhill, 
208 Dunſtet, 238 
212. — Walker, of Hackney. 
v. Gouge, Baſmgball ſtreet, 


216 Rich. Humphreys, ien 


218 Rob. Eaton, Dr. for Mrs. Elz. 
Kirk, en | 


219 Rob 


Ne 8 

219 Rob. Eaton, Dr; for Mes, . 
| Aſton. Salisbury Court. 

121 Arian Moore, for Mr. Ii mes Grape. 

22.3 Sam. Radclyffe, F. Sbaſſtone in Dor- 

rte 

225 Tho. Horne, Poultrey. 

227 Jolias Paul, Fenchurch-ſtreet. 

229 Wm. Chauncy, Corabiil. 

231 Nath. Garland, for Peak Uphick. 

233 Wm. Smith, Alagare. TY 

235 E. Bowman. ; | 

237 Wm. Smith, for Jere. Elgar. 

239 John Applebee, Swow- bill. = 

241 Sam. Strode, Laden ball. ſtreet. 

243 Man. Emmet, Jroumonger-lane. 


245 Philip Dikes, Coleman-ſtreet. 
247 Jam. Bradly, Sice-Lane. 

249 Caſe Billingſley; Jun. Silver: ſtreet. 
251 Wm, Chinchey, Queens-/quare. 


253 Gab. Lopere, Hound(ditch. 
175 Iſaac Portello, — 


2575 Wm. Hamond, Jun. near the Me- 


nument, | 
259 Wm. Finney, Birchin-lane. 
261 Nicholas Godſhall, Sr. Mary Hil. 
r 
— W. Woolley F Clopham. 


267 F. Gibbon, Crosbyiſſnare. 
269 Edw. Morgan. . rt 
271 Henry Cairnes, Coleman ſtreet. 
273 bs eadows, Sen. Gerrard- 
275 Samuel Holden, Fancharch ſtreet. 
277 W. Bilers, _ | 
379 James Church, Bread ſireet. 
281 Nath. Herne, Baſingball:ſtreet. 
283 Caſe Billingſley, for Mr. Bowles 
285 Caſe Billingſley, for Mr. Rob. Sur- 

mon, at the Sword-Blade-Office. 
287 Caſe Billingſley, for 

Potion fit oi 


32990 


1 


—_— 


— 


2% 
L 


220 Arian Moqxe, for Mrs. Anne Ven- 
nor. 

a Hallett, Hattow-Garden. 

224 John Ludlow, Cratched-friers. 


270 John Gould, Broad-ftreee. 


N 


nn 


— % = | 


222 


228 
230 Pr. Mauvillain, Threadxeedle 
232 Tho. Martin, Lombard ſtreet. 


252 


276 Fiſh, Tench, Hatton 
278 Ambroſe Page, F Bow. ' { 


226 James Ellis, Tower- Royal... 
an. Legg, Sen. & Jun. Cornbill. 


reet., 


234 Wo. Martin, Lembard. ſtreet. 
236 Nath, Garland, for Joas. Garland, 


238 James Martin, 


240 Abra. Cocke, Prince's ſtreet. 
242 Edw. Nelthorpe, Qzeens-ſquare, 


244 Richard Court, St. Maroarct 
oy Lothbary. : dil 
246 Ifa. Shard, Horſley- Downe, 


248 Caſe Billingſley, Sitversfreer. 
250 John Billingſley, S$/ver-ftreez. 
liz, Stewart, Eaſft-ſtreet, Red- 


#-ſquare. 


; 254 Rob. Allen, Hatton Garden. 


256 Wm. Hamond, near the Mona- 


ment. 
258 John Stewart, Afncing-lane... 


260 Mat. Wymondeſold, at Garre- 


way t. | | 
1263 92 Packton, for Jo. Wright, | 


| 97 
264 Arund. Waſtfield, 
| 266 Joſeph Rodrigue, 


withous Bibopf- 
gate, * f e 1 
263 Rob. Clarke. 


TE | 


272 John Lambert, Mincing-lane. 


274 John Lloyd and Wm. Tayleure, 


Golaen- lane. 
G., 


280 Joſh, Wilkins, Locbbury. 


282 Caſe Billingſley, fer Mr. Newcon 


London. 


of 
284 Abr. Crop, Fenchurch feet. 
286 Caſe Billingſley; for Mr. Sheldon 
. Ge B80 1 * 
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At the Court at St. James's, 


e 7 


The 2d of February, 1717. 


The KING 
U PON readi 


chants and 


unto ſubſcribed ; ſetting forth the great 


's. moſt Excellent 


this Day at the Board, the humble Petition of divers Met- 
Traders of Great Britain and Ireland, whoſe Names are there- 


- 


Majeſty in Countil. . 


Want of an incorporated Company of 


laſurers, with a Jolot Stock, to make good all ſuch Loſſes and Damages of Ships 
and Merchandize as (hall be infured ; And having entred into a Voluntary Sub- 


| 


ſcription, 


: 


21 


ſetiption, t nie a Rund for erecting ſuch a C of Aſſurets. as will make 
good all Loffes affured by them (which, will no wiſe interfere with other 

tpotation;) And haviag a ſufficient. Sam ſabſeribed for that per | 
Petitioners mot humbly pray bis Majeſky, to grant them Letters-Patents of lu 
corporation, with fach others as ſhall ſub therennto, and their Sac 4 
under ſuch Rules and Regulations, by ſach Name, and with ſuch Powers and 
Privileges as his Mazefy ſhall be pleaſes to. Direct a His Majefty in Council is 
4 to Order, Thas the ſaid Petition, (a Copy whereof is hereunta 

„and it is hereby referred to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and Flanta- 
tions to conſider the farne, And to Repart to this Board their Opinion thereypon; 
And it is hereby further agdered, That his Majeſty's Attorney and Sollicitot Ge- 
nerals, do likewiſe examine the Allegations thereof, and Report to this Board 
what they conceive His Majeſty may fitix do therein. al” 

are SS EDWARD SOUTH WBLL« 


\ 


- X — = — 
To the KN G's moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sa 


The humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants and Traders of the 
City of London, on behalf of themſelves and ather Mer- 
chants and Traders of this Kingdom, brotha, 


Hat for the Promating and Encourgging the Trade of this Natian, It hath 

been found abſolutely neceſſary, 3 lnſuragce on Ships and G at 
Sea, and that et ax low and moderate Rates as peſſible, which is a very great 
and Benefit to Trade. | | 

That a Number of Office-Keepers at the Exchayge at London, who Act ax Bra- 
kers, have for a greet many Years paſt, e it their conſtant Byſinel to procure 
Perſons of good Subſtance to Inſure and Loder writs Policies, by w oſe means the 
Merchants bave been readily ſerved. 

That by theſa means at this time the Fræmium given in London, for Inſuri 
Ships and Goods, ate much lower tha in any oh Part of Europe; ang the 
fore many Orders for Iaſuring in London are ſent from F * Parts: Whers⸗ 
as formerly great part af our Adventures Wett forced to be infured Abrong. 

That to Blahlidh a Corporation for Inſuring Ships and Mercbandizes, will beg 
Diſcouragement ta the preſent known 1 Infarance, without their givig 
greater Secyrity to the Inſured than they new have ; And it may be ſp mai 
as intirely to fall Into the Corporation, to the great Diſappointment of the b 
Traders, by undue Preferrences, and delgyi Td. refuſing to Inſure; on Fxige 
cies, when Ships are Mifſing, which frequently happens ; and in Stormy es: 


ther. | 

Your Petitioners therefore moſt hymbly beſeech your Majeſty, That 

Majeſty will be Graciouſly lead to dear them by their elbe to Of. 

fer Regſons agaiuſt the paſſing a Charter for Incorporating a Number of 
Merchandize K Sea. | 


: 


Perſons for Inſuriug Ships and 
N : 8 * Lind your Petitioners ſhall ever pray &c. 
Gilbert Heathentt * 0 ili. 
Ja. Bateman. 0. Locke. 
Peter Godfry,. v. Bridgeer. 
Fames Milner, Foel Watſon, 
George Hanger, Samuel Winder. 
Samuel Stanier, Zobn Lifter 
Pet. Delmey. Francis Meimoch. 
Wm. Broobag. Fobn H ir. 
Darid Foxley, Rich. Nicol, Jan. 
Hitel To | Geo, Bodington. 
_ Clement Bobem. 
; he * 
KR . lines * 
Sam. Tberold. 
3 
J Ee e 
* 2 5 Ach, 


Rith; Howard, © 
David Martin. 
Michael i lliamſon. oy 
Geo, Butkley. a 
Marcos dos Tantor. 
Benj. Longae r. 
Fobn Cr, erman A. at; 
Robe. Peirce. | 
Robt - Barnar d. 
Chapell all. 
Abrab. Mendes, Sen. 
David P eit y. N 
Nich. * 5 
Hum ell. 
— 
Tho, Colmore. _ 
Fobn Fell. 
Tho. Sims. * 
William Snelling... 4 tr 
rer. 
Blaua. \ 
Thy Ward, iT) 
Dose Dan rtr. 
Ab. Bockefurd. 
James Rouſe. 
_ Nuriot. 
Fran. Gauſſen. F# ts 3 
over, auſſen. * * 
Fo, S* Martin. 
Charles Gibſon. 
Cr. EA. 
WW mn .Coteſworth... 
Charles G lb. 
Michael Impey. 
Frederick Derrien. \ 
Air Davies . =” 
1 
e, 9 


Smellis, N 
5 Telles da C DN 1 5 my 


Weg ff loot 
„ 1 
aac Budd: grow. 85 


ch, Brinley. 


„„ 


1211. 


Lair] 
Janes Holland. 
- Mortimer Powell. 


Edward Rudge. 


Tho, Sandyford. 
Heu. Errchs. 


Sam, Hayward. | 
Lewis Vanden 1 Enden. 
Francis Willis. 
F. Adamſon. 
C. Moſes Eipmozga. 
Lem. Liddard, 
Auguſtin Martin, 
Edu. 13 lliams, 
' Benj. Tilden, 
PF 0, R aſplei 5. 
Rob. Myre, 3 
K. Hackhhaw. © 
Rog er G at horn. 
0 + 371 
San ord P 


i Myre. 


- Fames' Titer. | | * 


. 10 
Fo. Falceirar. 
Hm. Sn 
Wm. Sedgwick. 
1 
 CharlesVernos. 
Ea. Salway. pt 
© 'The. Vernon, Jun; 


. Sam W bitefield. 


Rich. ves. 
bilip Vanden Enden. 
dwin Rawftorn. 
1.87 laude Faminean. 
Chriſt. oepmen. 
e. Li 
0 a * » is 
2 we = a 
g Os Richards. Dan 
Aub. and Rich. Mer 
Vn. Fobnſon. - 
Heu. Barnard. 


"'Theod, Butler. E 
a + * 0g Jun? 


ames B el... "IF" ME 
„ 3 
1. Ce eli. & 1109 | 


The, Raynton. 
Rich. Diamond, 
0s Radbar Yn. 


enue, Vn. Hobmasy, 
la Porte. * GeorgeVanbragh. 
ona. Nunn. © © Catano Martix. 
= Proctor. - 1 ont | 
ho, Fohnſon.  —\' Nich. Murp 
Now Copkridge. \ * Daniel Baker. 
Peter Cas ale. Wm. Coleman. | 
Peter Pretipur. _ Tor , Henx xiquez Faliani. 
Sam. Arnold.  _ oſeph cue 
Baudouin ne * G 
onathan Gurnall. Jo Toy. Cofta. 
Tho. Thomas. 
Sam, Travers. 2 0 Ximenez: ' 
Wm. Dunch. Tob. Bowles. 
Nebemiab Lade. _ Elias Ptarſe. _ 
Abraham Berckenhold, Dry rebolt, : 
Seepd. 3 . Claude Hay. 
Gee. FE Ho CS other, + 
Blaquiere. a Geo. Huſet. i 
” Jobs Cox, | ; Fobn kawards. 


35 
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_ * 


: Heury 


Charles A 
 Edw. Maber, 


. Fonner eam. 19 
Sam. Os Pree. 00 
Hen. De Putten. 


N Barnard Eales. 


D. Gedin. 5 
Beni. Lamlert. 
Tho. Boding ton. 127 

eph 2 ö 8. 0 
enten. : 
oſeph Coyſgarne.: 


acob Lamego. 


2 |; $6, 5 * 


© gf. Hed 94 Ck? 1 
ofſe artin, 

Rs, Stockdale. 
Hen, Dee, 
Geo. Mainws 
Theed. Fefe 


3 * 


Hen. Gautier. D 


r 

yen. AP 

Wm. Heathdote. 

acob Facobſen. 
eames Porten. 


Edu. RatchifF. 
Efper Needles. 


- = w& 


Mile, Cook. 
» Timothy Brand. 
Henry Broocl. 
Job Peers. 
- + Phil. Smith; 


Charles oye, 


H. — 

0. mer. 
e 
Hm, Sellech, © 6. 
Seth Groſvenor; ' 
Nicbo. Parſe. 

Benjamin Rooke. 

Tho. Stretfield. 

Gideon Leglize. 


- Charles Collei. 
- 2 da Cfta, 


Sykes, 


Rich. Frome; 


Antho. Mendes. 
Tho. Brailsford. 


Aſgill. 
Foſhna Hyams; 

Geo, be 
Matthias" Jones. 


| Fate r 


alia Cornts, © 
David Mils. 
Charles Brander. 
3. Walker, | 
Geo, Oxchterlony. . 
Moſes Mocatta. = 
7275 3 13S 

oſept H. 

470 Cruc _ . 


* Hagar. rn 
W. Haytos, | 
Waldive Will, 

Wm. Arnfinck. + 

Job Sadler. 

Im. Becber. | 
Sam. Tatem, - 


Ba; 
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Ba. Rade li f. Hen. Bowman, Mofes de Medins. 

ur le We -  .. Joſeph Re 7 Hey Vanderflepesn. 
Tho. Bales Hades Chamberlain, John K — 2 1 
Jebn Barnard. G. Laſcellet. Andrew Faueinll. 
Francis Porten. Sam. Baker. - D 
Rich. Blount. ohn Blake. © of. Moore, 
Geo, 2 Jun. Sam. Bonbam. Framton Gay. 
Wwm, Mor 75 Timothy Ward. Fohn Aſton, 
Henry Lyell. Tei ſſiert. Rob, Afton. 
Rob. Michel. Wm. Parkin, Tho, Mitchell, 
Foſ. Wordſworth. Wm. Browne, Pleydell Goddard, 

or. Townſhend, Jobs Mitchell, Jobs Glover, 
Antho, da Coſta, Chriſ. Feake, Rich. Rigby. 
Tho, Heames. Tho, Aynſcombe, Rob, Halls, 
Rich, * : oſes, Carrion, acob da Coſta. ' 
Wm. Brooke . Peter Lordell.” 0. Sanford, Jan. 
Peter Meyer. Jobn Lee, Sam. Shore. 
Fam, Bunyard. Robert Atwood. Da. Vande Poll. 

m. Bates. Charles Savage, Jon; Sam, Hyde. 
Rob. Thornton. Sam. — l Iſaac Bulfingh. 
Fobn Jacob Heldt. Fohn Fellows. Hl Benſon, © 
Sam. Bettereſs; J. Raymond, J. Maude. . 

ame Molinier. Kieb. Horſey. obu Edmonds, © 

ohn Loyd, jun. Sam. Reade, ames T hornebuſs. 

nu. Iugoldiby. Rob. Cheſter. Roger Lynch. 
Benj, Barotinean. Wm. Aſtell. Jobs Broomer. 
Tho, Ward. Wm, Chapman. Mark Warkman. 
Mich. Savary, Rob, Athens. Edt. Fleming. 
Jobs Maynard. Tho, Willy. Matth. Pettys 
Alvaro Mendes, obn Addams. Peter Foſeph Miglioracej. 
Foſhua Wilſon, ' ohn Lloyd _ Nath. Stallard, ' © 
Jobs Baker. G. T. Guiquer, Stephen Halford. 

F. da Coſta. Geo. Nelthorpe. Sam. Bernard. 

Geo. Prickett, Wm. Rawſtorn, Marth. Howard. 

ames Creed. Bryan Benſon. Daniel Waldo, 

obn Bap. Mayer. Jſaac Fernandes Men, Braddyll 
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At the Court at St. James's, 
The 2d of February, 1717. 
Y . PRESENT 
The KING's moſt Excellent Majeſiy in Council. 


LjPon reading this Day at the Board, the humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
and Traders of the City of London, whoſe Names are thereunto Subſcribed, 
on behalf of themſelves and other Merchants and Traders of this Kingdom, pray- 
ing to be heard by their Council againſt the paſſing of a Charter for Ig 
a Number of Perſons for Inſuring Ships and Merchandize at Sea: His Majeſty 
in Council is pleaſed to Order, That the ſaid Petition (a Copy whereof is here- 
unto annexed) Be, and it is hereby referred to the Lords Commiſſionets of Trade 
and Plantations, and alſo to Mr. Attorney and Sollicitor Generals, I to 
whom the Petition for the ſaid Charter is referred}. to Examine the Allegations 
of the ſaid Petition, and hear what the Petitioners have to offer againſt the paſſing 


ſuch Charter of Incorporation ; and Report to His Majeſty, at this Board, their 
| 19 a . üer 


Opinions therein. | | 
| Edward Southwell, 


To 


N 


00 
4 
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To the KING's moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 


The humble ; Petition of the Merchants and Traders of the 
City of Briſtol, on the Behalf of themſelves and others, 
Merchants and Traders of this Kingdom, \ 


Meoft bumbly ſbewerh, | | | 
TH for promoting and encouraging the Trade of this Kingdom, it Bath been 
found abſolutely neceſſary, to make Inſurances on Ships and Goods at Sea 
and that 22 and moderate Rates as poſſible, which is a very great Eafe 
and Benefit to Ttade. ... 1 N | 
That divers Office-keepers in this City base, for many Years paſt, made it theit 
Buſineſs to procure Perſons of good i to inſute and under write Policies 
by which means Merchants have been readily ſerved, and Trade encouraged. 
That by theſe Means, the Premiums: given in Londen and Briſtol, at this time, 
for inſuring Ships and Goods, are much lower than in any other Parts of Exrope ; 
And therefore. Orders for inſuring in both Places are ſent from foreign Parts: 
CR foruterly great part of our Adventures were forced to be iuſured 
That to eſtabliſh a Corporation for inſuring Ships and Merchandizes, will be 
a great Diſconragement. 10 the Trade of Great Britain. = p 
our Petitioners therefore moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty will be : 
ouſly pleas'd to hear them by their Councel, to offer Reaſons againft a 


Charter far 3 a Number of Perſons, for inſuring Ships and Met- 
| | Nun And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 
| „ Will, kewond, een. 
Cha. Ereſtey. s 5; _ — | 
Will. Serjeant. Do. Herr. Rk ; 


. * - Peter Filey. 


Kurse Nico. Hort. 6 
I „ Rob. Bound. * 
. Hen. Pynes. | 
obn cher, Will. Salmon, 
| | TNicb. Hawkeſworth, 
2 Corſley, | 
il, Hare. 
: ©) 21] bo. 7 ; 
1 | 
in. Will. Baker. p 
Will. Reeve. 


f 91 * \" N P 
Will, French, 
ts 1 * 153115 Rd 
2757311 5 0 
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At the Court at Sts Namen, 
% tne 07 e bore ini 2B Bag, nor 344% a0 | 
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Uron tesding, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of the Merchants 
and Traders of the 7 of Briſtol, on the Behalf of themſelves and othe , 


Mer ants and Traders. of this Kingdom, praying to be heard by weir Councet 
againſt the of a Charter . 8 Numbet of Petins fer 1 
urio 


* 
- 
—_— 


| $4 4? 9192 1 


8 Ships Merchandizes at Sea: His Majeſty in Council is pleaſed to 
order, that the ſaid Petition ( a Copy whereof is bereunto anne xed') be, und it 
is hereby referred to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade and Plantations,” and 
alſo to Mr. Attorney and Sollicitor Generals, (to whom the Petitio# for the ſafd 
Charter is referred) to examine the Allegations of the" ſaid a bog w 
the Petitioners have to offer againſt the paſſing ſuch Charter of poratiod ; 
and report to his Majeſty, at this Board, their Opinions therein. 


" $ K+: 


net . Edward $9 515 77 TH 
=” = #2 - - 
" } af T7 } 13917 . A ve | — 178 — 7 
, - 1 we 
LEA eder 


- o _ : =0 * 9 1 - * 1 . . , % £ : 
" 8 4 A —_ i» bk of + » os I 5 FX. a TEST IE * : * 2 
- r a . RW 1} $30097507 ER , Ad nme S363 ,civies t 
Gli pon e e „ 0 Hr n 
o the K I NG's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
— k 4 : : 4 * | - 9 : 2... 12 * . 8 - . * 1 . 1 is 44 7 - 3 . * 
6 4 . ++ \ fs * N 4 ' * . 


_ May it pleaſe your Majeſty, a 294 TE ant 00 1 
N bamble Gb leer io your Majeſty's Commends 10 Us by your Order in 
1 Council, dated the ſecond day of February laſt, We haye confidered of the an- 
next Petition of Sir Juſtus Beck and 286 others, 1 themſelves, and of ſeveral 
others, Merchants and Traders of Great Britain and Irgend; whereby they repre- 
ſent, That the Merchants and. Trade of your Majeſty's Dominions do frequent 
ſuſtain very great Loſſes, for want of an Incorporated Compony of Inſurets, wi 
8 Joint Stock, to make good all ſuch Loſſes and Damages of Ships and Merchan- 
zes at Ke, as ſhonld be inſured by them; That the Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
mpany by your Majeſty's Royal Authority, will be a very great Security aud 
Incouragement io 30 e and Navigation, enable the Merchants to make quicker 
Returns, employ more Hands, encreaſe the Number of Seamen, greatly. augment 
your Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and preſerve many ot jour good Sybjedts, and their Fa- 
milies, from that Ruin, to which they are now expoſed by being Afſarers in a 
rivate Capacity ; That they have entred into à voluntary Subſcription, to raiſea 
und for ereQing ſuch a Company of Aſſurers, as may effeQually make good all 
the Loſſes aſſured by them (which will in uo wiſe interfere with any other Cor- 
poration) and having a ſufficient Sum ſubſcribed for that purpoſe, they moſt humbly 
pray, That Your Myeſty will be graciouſly pleas'd to grant your Romet Letters: Pa- 
tents, for incorporating them, with ſuch others as hall ſubſeribe thereunto, and their 
Succeſſots, to enable them by a Joint Stock to manage and carry on the ſaid Un- 
dertaking, under ſuch Rules and Regulations, by ſuch Name, and with ſuch 
owers and Privileges for their better Government, as your Majeſty in your great 
Wiſdom ſhall be I ptr to direct; Not to exclude particular rers from aſ- 
ſuting Ships and Merchandize, as they now do. And we have alſo confidered 
of the annext Petition of Sir Gilbert Heathcote, and 375 others, Merchants and 
Traders of the City of Lenden, on Behalf of themſelyes and others, Merchants and 
Traders of this Kingdom, whereby they repreſent, That for the promoting and 
encouraging the Trade of this Nation, it hath been found abſolutely neceſſary to 
make Ioſurance A and Goods at Sea, and that at low and moderate 
Rates as poſſible, which is a very great Eaſe and Benefit to Trade; That a Num- 
ber of Office-keepers at the Exchange of London, who act as Brokers, have for a 
— Vears paſt made it their conſtant Buſineſs to procure Perſons of good 


tance.to inſure and underwrite Policies, by whoſe means the Merchants have 
enreadilyſeryed; That by theſe Means, at this Time, the Premizms given in Los- 
dan for inſuring Ships and Goods are much lower than in any other part of Europe, 
and therefore many Orders for inſuring in Londow ace ſent from foreign Parts, 
eceas formerly great part of our Advyentures were forced to be inſured abroad; 
hat 10 eſtabliſh a Corporatien for inſuring Ships and Merchandizes will be a 
| 8 Diſeourage- 


1 
iſcouragement to the preſent known Method of Inſurance, without their giving 
reater Security to the — than now they have; and it may beſo managed — 
intirely to fall into the Corporation, to the great Diſappointment of the bold rader, 
b as Preferences, and delaying and refuſing to infure on Exigencies, when 
ips are miſſing, which frequently, happens, arid in Stormy Weather; humbly 
0 therefore praying, your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to hear them 
by their Councel, to offer Reaſons. againſt the p ng « Charter for incorporating 
a Number of Perſons for inſuriug Ships aud Merchandize at Sea. And by a 
third Petition hereunto alſo annext, the Merchants of Brifto/ bave deſired to be 
heard by their Councel, 1 the paſſing the ſaid Charter. And We have heard 
the Petitioners for the Charter, and alſo the Petitioners of London againſt the 


Charter by. their Councel, none appearing for the Petitioners of the City of 
oy + — 1 8 * | 
for the inducing your Majeſty to in the Subſcribers; it has been inſi= 


ned on, That the joſuriog of Ships is for the Benefit of Trade, and that Inſurances 


In 


will de beſt made by Corporation, and they will do it at theeafieſt Rates; and 
that in a Corporation, the Ttanſaction for an Inſurance will be quicker, there be- 
8 2 one Subſeriber, Which will be done at once; Whereas by the Method 
no uſed; as is ſtated. in the Petition againſt the Incorporation, the Keepers 
ate to pick up the. loſurers bere and there as they can, which takes up much 
Time, and is jnconvenient ;. and that the ation, it is probable, will be 
more diligent than Hogle Perſons, the Credit of the Corporation depending on it. 
That there will be fewer Suits upon Policies than at preſent ; for as the preſent 
Toſurance rr may try his particulat Inſurance ; and in the 
caſe of a Corporation, there can be but one Sult; and this cannot de a Monopoly, 
the Merchants being at Liberty to inſure with the Corporation, or with private 
Perſons, as they ſhallthink fit ; and therefore it will always be the Intereſt of the 
Corporation to inſure on moderate Terms. And the incorporating Inſurers will be 
an 


R x to thoſe who inſure with them; ſot that the Corporation is one, againſt 
a // whom the Suit may be brought. Whereas if twenty or thirty were to join in a 
/ * Partnerſhip to inſure, every one muſt be named in any Suit to be brought againſt 
147. "(44 fl 


them. That the Inſyred will have better Security from-a Cotporation, than they 
4 have froth particular Perſons; for that a Million of Money is ſubſeribed 


b / "4 4. the Subſetibers to de the Fund of the ſaid Corporation, whereby there will 
1 ik d 0 ways be a Fund to anfwer their Policies; fo that there is no Probability of the 
Wa Corporation —_—_ Whereas as the preſent Uſe is, many of the Inſurers con- 
tinually fail, and there is no Depoſit whatſoever to ſecure their Infarances. To 
| avoid which this Corporation with a Fund is propos d. Befides, the preſent Inſu- 
rers, over and above the ten per Cem. mentioned in the Common Policies to be a- 
| dated, will not pay, without Suit, nnlefs a further Abatement of fix Pounds 
Cent. be made. Whereas if there were a Corporation they durſt not trifle or de- 
lay, as private Perſons do, but muſt immediately pay their Loſſes, for the Credit of 
1 the ſaid Company. And as to the Difficulty of making a Corporation appear to 
Suits to be brought againſt them, they propoſe that their Incorporation ſhall be ſab- 
jet to be determined by your Majeſty, if they do not appear as readily as private 
erſons are obliged to do. 
And by the Afﬀidavits annexed to the Petition for the Charter, Jobs Emmet De- 
poſes, that he bas for ſeveral Years traded to Holland and Hamboronmgb, and has 
not made one Inſurance in Great Britain, being of Opinion that the Inſurers 
would be ſafer and cheaper at Amfterdam, and that the ſame or the greateſt 
thereof have been conſtantly made there. And Robert Fackſon of Amſterdam, 
Merchant, and Jobs Gaſcoign of Rotterdam, Merchant, ſeverally ſe, that it 
is frequent and cuſtomary for Merchants and others reſiding in Englaxd, to give Or- 
ders to Merchants in Holland to cauſe Inſurance to be made for them there, and 
that they have frequently received fuch Orders, and done the ſame accordingly ; 
and that they know it to be almoſt a daily Practice. And Robers Fletcher of 
London, Merchant, Depoſes, that being lately in Holland, and yr rem in Con- 
verſation with ſeveral Merchants there, and often diſcourfing of a Subſcription 
then going on at Lenden, towards a Fund for inſuring Ships and Merchandize, 
they very much approve of the Project, believing, if compleated, it would be, a 
better Security for the Inſered, than any Method now in Practice. : 

The Councel for the Petitioners againſt the Incorporation inſiſted, That the 
Subſcription is made only for the ſake of Stock-jobbing ; and if a ration 
ſhould de eteſted, there will be another Stock to tranſaQ, and upon the view of 
the Subſcribers, very much the greateſt part thereof being of different Trades from 
the Trade of Merchandizing, and it is evident, that that is the Deſign, and that there 
is no reaſon to incorporate the faid Subſcribers, unleſsthe Utility and Convenien- 
cy of the Propoſal be ſelf-evident, That Inſurance of Ships is neceſſary for Fo- 
reign Trade; and if the preſent Method be not found inconvenient, there is no | 1 
Reaſon to ſet up a Corporation for inſuring; befides that by the preſent Method 

many 


1 
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mahy Families are ſupported, and there will be no reaſon to Deſtroy them, with 
out abſolute Neceflity : All or the greateſt part of the Petitioners againſt the ſaid 
Charter are Merchants, who are to have the Benefit of Inſarances, and therefore 
they inſiſt, it is reaſonable to believe, if ſuch Corporation would be a publick Be- 
nefit, they would not Oppoſe the ſame; and they 14 infiſt that the Method of 
Inſurance is now on as good a Foot as it can be put; That the Inſurance is now 
lower here, than in ay Country in Ezrope ; and for that Regſon very many Fo- 
reign Merchants make their Inſurances here; That Ma 2 make a 
Monopoly, by granting to a Corporation the ſole Power of inſuring, excluſive 
of Others; notwithſtanding vg ns Are granting ſuch ration will in Con- 
ſequence end in a Monopoly; for if ſuch Company as defired ſhould. bel eteQed, 
having ſo large a Stock, they will in Probability inſarevery low at the beginni 
80 dring People to t and thereby Diſcourage the preſent Method of ia 5 
and oblige the People who are now concerned therein to leave off all Thoughts 
of inſuring, and then the Company would put ſach Terms on the Inſured, as they 
ſhould think fit. And from the Nature of Inſurances, the more Places, the bet- 
ter; for if one will not inſure another may. But if the preſent Inſurers ſhould be 
ſuppteſt, and the Corporation be the only Place, they will inſure only on their own 
Terms, and there will be no other Place to apply to. And as to the ObjeQion, 
that the Credit of the 8 will be concerned, it was anſwered, that a Cor- 
ration has no Senſe of Shame, as private Perſons have, and will ſtand out Suits 
E er than private Perſons, becauſe richer ; befides, the Diſpatch of a Corporation 
will not be like that of private Perſons ; They may act but at certain Hours, may 
keep Holy-days, and in diſputable Caſes may make Referrences, and expect Re- 
ports, which may occaſion great Delays, which is not pradticable in Inſurances 
as now ed. And beſides, after they have diſcouraged other Inſurers, if they 
ſhould then Inſure only at their own Rates, it will be of great Incanyenience to 
Merchadts; And ab to the ObjeQion that private Inſurers fail, it was ſaid, it 
cannot be made * but the Company may ſtop Payments in caſe of a War; 
a nd it would be of infinite Inconvenience to Trade, if the Method of Inſurance 
ſhould prove impraQicable. Beſides, in caſe of Inſurances as now uſed, the Body, 
Land and Goods of the Inſurers are liable, And in caſe even of an Execution 
ainſt a Company, it will be very difficult to find where to execute.the ſame. 
And further, that the Company cannot be prevented from diverting their Mo- 
ney to other Uſes. | | 
They alſo produced ſeveral Merchants, and Mr. Jobs Barnard declared, that 
al preſent the beſt Men upon the Exchange inſure, and very few Exglifo Men infure 
gbrord, and many Foreigners make their Inſurances here. Mr. Shepheardaflicmed, 
the Inſurances here are made very eaſy, and on better Terms than abroad, and for 
that Reaſon many Foreigners inſure here, and few Exgliſb Men abroad. My. Hey- 
am declared, T hat there. is no Complaint at preſent of the Inſurances here, and 
the ſetting up a Corporat 


n will make the preſent Inſurers leave off their Enqui- 
ties into the Nature of Ships and their Voyages, whereby they may the beiter 
know how to Inſure, 2 that means the whole Buſineſs will fall into the 
Corporation. Mr. Morris, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. . — Mr. Harris, Mr. Radcliffe, 
Mr. Perry; and Mr. Hinkle all agree, is no Occafion for a Corporation, bur 
that the will be Prejndicial. | MA ary ot 16 F ; 

By the Afſidavits of Robert Afton, Fames Mendez, find George Tobias Guiguer, 
annered to the Petition againſt the Incorporation, it hat great Inſuran- 
ces have been from time to time made here on account of Foreigners on Ships at 
Sea, for very great Sums of Money; Which Inſurances Mr. Afton Depoſes were 
made at low and eaſy Rates, and cheaper than at any other Place. And he fur- 
ther ſays, That for the moſt part he has been allowed by his Correſpondents after 
the Rate of One per Cn. and half per Cent. for ſtanding bound for the Inſurers, 
over and above the uſual Allowance of half per Cent. for cauſing the Inſurance to 
be made; And that he never loſt One Penny for ſtanding bound for the Inſurers. 
And the ſaid James Mendez, Depoſes, That the Reaſon of his Orders from Fo- 
reigners to Inſure has been from the Lowneſz of the oranges he and for the 
vaſt Sums that are eaſily inſured here, and the greater Facility of recovering Loſſes 
and Averages with leſs Proof than is required in other Places. And that great Ad- 
vantages accrue to this Kingdom by Foreigners cauſing their Inſurances to be 
made here; And that the Butineſs of inſuring is at preſenc ſo woll done in London, 
and in ſuch great Reputation both at Home and Abroad, that it cannot be better, as 
he apprehends; and he verily believes, That if a new Office of Inſurance ſhould 
be erected in the manner propoſed, that he ſhall not be able to do great part of his 
Buſineſs of Inſurance, ſeveral Orders being very intricate, and with ſo many 
Conditions, altho' very fair and juſt, that he judges a new Office would not ac- 
cept them on any Terms; and that the Inſurers being of Value, he hath frequently 
Undertaken, at the Requeſt of his Correſpondents,to whom their Worth was = 
0 


ö 
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— Opponents to delay us, 
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don be e „it will be the 4 ear of Foteigners to Fly LA, them, 
ereby they will ſave the Præmium for inſuring the nſurers, And they 12 
Sf Tufins Beck, who declared his Opinion, That all foreign Inſurances w. 
made with the Comp pany ; 7 that about ter Years ſigcs e Lee in 
Rough Hamb 'as judgin it more ſecure; aud Sir Job Williams declared, 
4 8 oſs Could be of Advanta e to 7 755 0 Mr. 
— 99200 he 7 Corporation would be for the nefit of Trade, 575 
there 2 de one Place more to infare ar; than How there i. A 
Af pens ext Securicy from ſachs Company, deren thers are great 


whole . it is reed on ul Sigh „That the Ee of Sip 
* of ot Neceffiry for the 9 on 2 Foreign Trade, and that the 

has been always * rt Ma in the en now in; and it parti nor not 
deen made out, That there is WM ration in Bere fot inſuting Ships : 


7 
That the want of 1 good Meth e will be very fatal | 0 Tex: 6 and 
we are hn ien, Tha at the 1 Expericyevt in a thing of this 
Nature, if it ke ptove mils, would de of the utmoſt Conſequence to the 


$6, age” char it ſo highly conceras Trede aud Commerce, 


Trade - of (hiv dat 
feor the Confideration ofthe Parliament, 85 therefore we can 


That ir in 
not adviſe 2 Corporation, for the infurin Ships and Goods at Sea, agai 
— ph chere are ſo” r and great ObjeQions, eſpecially the Method now aft 


proved of, bot at Home and abroad, And we are not able to determine 
A ebb nence; the ereQing of another Corporation in L » with a Stock 


of a Million of Money be to the Pablick.. - | 
Tue Petitioners for he Thcorporetion: have laid before Us ſeveral Heads for 


a Charter; if your Majeſty "ſhell: r pleaſed to gtant the es ut the 


ſatne not having been referred to e Opponents oppoſing a Charter in 
netal,- They did decline entering into the Confideration * and therefore 
e have not preſumed to lay the ſame before your Miajeſt 


© All vbiab is moſi wy ſubmitted to your Ma s Royal Wiſdom: 
Me , EDw-wa RP NoRT RRV. 
ah Nth, -  WaLtianm TromsoON. 


1.3 $7 


WR * „ —_ 


10 0 Air Eee vdo, Artorney General. 
54 N | 
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|Advice-to lay our ſelves open to | be ſued, and your generous 92 
ant Aſſurancet of doing us Juſtice with reſpect to a Charter for Aſſu- 
Ya. as well. r * on ſpatch, notwithſtanding all the Tricks of our 
in Point of —_— obliged us to aſſure you, 
That to“ we ste wholly upon our own Charge and Riſque till we _ a Char- 
ter, 2 de ſo handſome in our Fees, as When we come to have 8 
from dhe Subſoriders; yet they have given us a Diſcretionary Commiffion (an 
inquire not into Particulars). and therefore,' the Moment we have our Charter, 
our Fee to 'you' ſhall: be one thouſand Guineas, which we will never either dis 
zeQly or y mention to any Soul living. - Our Adverſaries owti, They 
know we all have a Charter; but, they ſay, they will delay us as long as they 
enn: However, we are ſatisfy'd, that your Juſtice will make their unreafonable 
Oppoſition 6gnif — little: Tua. 1 you, we Rand well with the Board of Trade, 
and with Sir 1/4 
Tue Merchants who — the Counter Petition did it only through the 
Om̃ce · Keepers unjuſt ſtion, that wye ask for a Charter to monopolize [n- 
ſyrance; but ſome who'fign'd ageinſt us, declare they think the Buſinefs * 


3 
delt done by a Corporation with a good Fund, provided we may be as eaſily 
ued as a. private Man, and the Merchant have bis Liberty to be inſured as he 
likes beſt, either by the Corporation or by the private Inſurers ; and that appear 
2 28 of Mr. Barnard, one of the worlt Enemies we had befoce yo 
Aon Re | Hay ad EY , 
If we have not taken ſufficiet Cate to guard againſt e; in our 
Reads for a Charter, ye pray your's and the Sollicitor General's Correction; 
Your Diſpatch will be a further and particular Obligation upon, . | 


+ ST R, Your moſt faithſul and bumble Servants, 


Mercers-Aall, & March, 1744, Bradly 4d Billingſley. 
I Were. eee 

To Sit Nilliam Thompſon, Sollicitor General. 
>. SIR, | | Mercer | al, 6 March, 0944. 


THE Attorney Genetal has E22 aſſured us, that we muſt have « Chat- 
ter, and very frankly adviſed us how to guard ayainſt the main ObjeQions, 
and we have no Manner of Doubt with Reſpe& to your Promiſe of doing us 
Juſtice. Our Adverſaties owo, they know we ſhall have it; but, they ſiy, they 
will delay us as long as they can, and you may perceive they aim at nothing 
elſe; which the Attorney General obſerving, declared to them on AMfohday Night, 
That he would diſpatch it one way ot other. .. | 
Now, Sir, thd' we are wholly upon our own Charge and Riſque, till we 
have a Charter, and cannot be ſo handſome in our Fees, as When we come to 
have Money ftbm the Subſeribers: yet we have « Commiſſion diſcretionary ftom 
them, -(tho* they inquire not into Particulars) that we do now, under our Hands, 
-afluce you,” the Moment we have our Charter, our Fee to you ſhell be one 
thouſand Guineas, which we will never either directiy or indireQly mention to 
any Soal living. The Merchants who ſubſcribed the Counter-Petition did it 
only through the Office- Keepers unjuſt Supgeſtion, that we ask for « Charter to 
-monopolize Inſurance; but ſome who fign'd it, declare, they think the Balitie(s 
will be beſt done by a Corpotation with a good Fund, provided we may be as 
eaſily ſued as private Men, and the Merchant have his Liberty to be inſured 
. where he likes beſt, either by the Corporation, or by the private Inſurers, and 
that appedrs- to be the Senſe of Mr. Barnard, one of the worlt Enemies we hall 
Fer vou If we have not taken ſufficient Care to guard againſt” al! Obje- 
- ions in our Heads for a Charter, we pray the Attorney General and you will 
Gill cotrect them. We affure you, we itand right wich the Board of Trade. 
Tour Difpatch will be s further and particular Obligation upon, 


5 2 SIR, Tour moſt faithſul and humble Servants, 
. Bradly and Billingſley. 
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To Sit Edward Northey; Artorney General: 


W Ahern nein een az 1404 A 
WI proved it vas Neceſſaty to grant a Charter for laſuring Ships, c. But 
our Opponents have gone ſomewhat farther, they have prov'd it Abſolutely 
Neceſſaty, and chat by the Oaths of Mt. Nobert Aſton and James Mendez, two 
'of the Anti-Petitioners; thus We 
- . They ſay in their Petition to bis Majeſty, © That fot the promoting and en- 
<« couraging the Trade of ttiis Nation, it / bath been found abſolutely neceiſaty 
to make Inſursace on Ships and Goods at Sea, and that at as low and mode- 
« rate Rates as poſſible, which is 4 very great Eafe and Benefit to Trade. 
. That à Number of Office-Keepers at the. Exchange of Londen, Who att as 
« Brokers, have for a great many Years paſt made it their conſtant Buſineis to 
<« procure Perſons of good Subſtance: to inſute and underwrite Pulicies, by 
© -whoſe Means the Merchants have been readily ſerv- C. 
„ That by theſe Means, at this Time, the Preminms given in Lendax for in- 
« ſaring. Ships and Goods are much lower than in any other Part of Ezrope ; 
« and therefore many Orders for r in London are fear from F . — ; 
. ane _ 


Le 
a whereas formerly great Part of our Adventures were forced to. be inſured 


«© abroad. | 
Hite we thipk they have pu i 6s irong #5 any Words can exprſy it, That 


it is abſolutely neceſſary that Iaſorgnces be made at as low,agd moderate Rat, 

as poffible; and that the Lowheſs of the Premiums is not only a very great E 
jor feqgbr 10 (he Trade of this Natiog, but invites many Foreigners to make 
niorances Wun us. | | | 1 
| The laid” Afton 8nd Mendez ſwear, That (hey haye mage Inſurances here of 
late Years for ſeveral hundred thouſand Pounds ; and frequently, and for the 
moſt-Part, they are allow'd. half and one per Cent. for inſuring the lnſutets: 
This we know is a very common PraQice, and therefore the Inſuance is much 
dearer than it will be when done by a Corporation; for our Antsgoniſts own'd 
to you, that there would be no need to allow any thing to inſure the Company: 
Ang tho” many of thoſe Merchants who have oppoſe us will loſe ſometimes 
that half or one per Cent, for Inſurance upon Inſurance ; yet in all Probability 
they will have it abundantly made up to them by receiving more Commiſſions 
from ahrogd, when Ipſuraoces can be made here, ot only much ſecurer and 
ſpeedier, but a great deal lower than ever; we do not mean the Premiums 
lower, but lower to the Merchant iuſured, by ſaving him the extravagant Charge 
of inſuring the Inſurers, which is often half as much as the e of the ln- 
ſurance it ſelſ, and not ſafe they. Thus from what they have ſeid and ſwore, 
it appears abſolutely naceſſary to incorporate the Petitioners for this Purpoſe, And 
however private Intergſt may for a while rela, the Merchants in general will 
ſoon bleſs you for haying given your Report in Favour af the Charter. 

We have reſery'd Room in the Subſcription for ten thouſand Pounds for you, 
Which if you think fix may be ſubſcrided by eny age that you can truſt, which 
we doubt not will be a good Eſtate to yay. Rut we beg you will not conſent 
to adviſe. gue-laying che Books open to inlggge our Subſcription, till we find it 
abſolutely neceſſary, and chat yon will tye us down even then, not to exceed 

2000 Ponnds; for, if we ſhould ever go beyand that dum, it will make the 

ſineſs of fo liztle Value, that good Men will not manage or mind it. Car- 
tainly thoſe that take from the Merchants all the Riſques of the Seas, and give 
them @-real and viſible Segurity, ought to make more Intereſt of their Money 
than in any other Buſineſs whatever. Thoſe that have a mind to come in wi 
find it ten uimes more to their Adventage to buy, than to have the Capital: Stuck 
incress d. Had the Senn Ses Stock been but one Million inſtead of ten, it 
might have been a noble Trade; whereas now, their Profits can never be gteat, 
We doubt ſcarce worth their while to Ton os 09-344 4649/5 | . 


Silver-Stroet, neqy Wood-Sttert. War wot farthful and bent le Servant, 
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_ To, Sir William Thompſon, Sollicitor General. 

—_— 2 gg fe | 
THE Attordey General, on Saturday laſt, perus'd the rough Draught of the 
ky — and we have 1 77 it 2 to * he — we 

you will now it, and Ws wil tit at your Chambers 
dere 5 Funk ich unlel(s you * & us Otherwiſe, 

We prov'd it was Neceſſary to grant a Charter for inſuring Ships, #5 But 
our Oppoſers have gone ſomewhat farther,they have prov'd it Abſolutely Necef- 
ſaty, and that by the Oaths of Mr. Rabert Afton and Haves 
Anti-Petitioners; thus. | | 


% conragin 
40 to make 


= ing Ships and Goods. are much lower than in any other Pact of &iwrope.; and 
refore 


Here 


131 0 


Here we think have put it as ſtrong as any Words can expreſs it, That 
it is abfolately Ar. tharLoforans Wunde at as ſow on moderate Rates 
as poffible, and rh the Loud of the Premiums Is not only a very great Eaſe 
and Benefit to the e of this Nation, bur invites many Foreigners to make 
Inſurances with us. 

"The faid Aten and Mendez ſwear, That they have made Tnſyrances here of 
late Years, for ſeveral! hundred thouſand Pounts, und frequently, aud for the 
moſt Part, they are allow'd half and one per Cent. for infuring the 1 | 
this, we know, is a very common Practice, and therefore the Inſuramee is my 
dearer than it will de done by a Cor argtion'; for oor Antegoniſts'own'd 
to you, That there would be no Need to low my Thing to mute the Com- 
panyt Aud tho' many of thofe Merchants who have op us, will lofe ſome- 
times that half or one per Cent. for Inſurance upon Inturance, Mb in all Probabi- 
liey they will have it abandantly made pp to them, by receſyin Ng more 1 
ſions from Abroad when Infurance can Ws here, not only much ſecurec 
and ſpeedier, but u great" deal Jower thigh ever; We do not mean the Premiums 
lower, but fower to the Merchant infuted, dy l 5 bim the 7 Chat 
of inſuripg the Inſurers, which is often hae? v5 * as the Charge of the In 
rence it ſelf, aud not ſafe then. Thus, from A N t e e f thi 80 7175 i 
appears abfolutety neceffary to incorporate the Petitio for this Pu - "and 
however private Intereſt may for a while reluQ, the Merchants'ih 12 of wift 
ſoon bleſs you for 'having'given your Report in Fuvour of the Charter. 

We 8 haye reſery'd* — in the Subſcription for tea thouſand Pounds for you, 
which if you think 54 515 ubſcribed by any « that you can mh which 
we doubt not it be u ba ate to) 1081.88 yoy wil] got copfent 
to adviſe our laying the Books open to inlatge our ubſeription, till we find it 
abſolutely neceſſary, and that you will tye us down even then, not to exceed 

1,200060 J. for if we ſhould ever go-beyond that that Sum, it will make the Buſi- 
neſs of ſo little Value, that good Men will not manage or mind it, Certainly 
thoſe thor cos from the Merchants all the Riſques of (the nl - 64 Hem 4 


regl and wiüble Becurity, ought to make mort Intereſt of cel, 
any other Buſineſs whatgyer. Thaſe that baye 4. mind to Mo ——_— find ir 
ten times more to their A antage to buy, than to have mie tal Stock in- 


creas'd, Had the South Ses Stock been but one Miltion "aſtead of ten, it might 
e been a noble Trade; whereas now, their Profits can dener * 3 


oudt ſcarce worth their while ta trade. Woes, N. vod 


Silver · Street, near Wood. Street, Your moſt luer and "ES Wal 
lech March, 3 4 e and ee 
1 * 1 — Fee Lr . - EE — 4 

To Sir * liam Thompſon 
SI . | | 20 June, 1778. 
1 Am told, That * haye either given nts. the Letter Mr. 15 

and | ſent y ore Ga them with xo —— ich they have pri- 
vately given hg ne baer, ade; and that our Advgrfuies 


endeavour to aged, — endet you — 

f forbear Jaying any before air lord our own Vigdication, till 
Fam affured from you, — yau have done 1 I pray you will favour me 
this Week with two 25 three Lines, to let — * — er it be true or not. 
If I have yo 2 from yau Th take it for anted, 
that jt is fo; 4 in that obliged to a bi e cels Lo ips tho 


Copy of this Leter, a Pres dravyn up, 
us wich fone Lr 0 W 
= — — ſeen. F nnn. 


F — 7 * 
— ad any 


t that the giving ot promiſing an Attorney ar Were 1 

5 21 0 1. — med the, "3 4 0%, 1 th s — * 
＋ I $ at 

ade, anfwer' 7 FN 4 themſelyes, adyi os = a a alt 


Clients how 10 W 
of 17 and . m their Eci 8 26 be accoun tiger y. 
og had, inſtead of incapraging 9 — 10 Gand by 0s, dillwaded 
* t Attempt, it is more than probable we had. ſaved! gut ſalyes abyu-, 
cance of Too a Jah the Money we hve ſpent on this 9 Ian 
, that in es as Qurs, very lar eos are u conſequent! 
due to the Attorney and 15751 n their. N ſotiſing N 


ing up the Charzer : But, if is be Bribery to promiſe large: Fees when 4 
ne, 


V TSR. ; 1 32 1 | + a4 10 {01 4 $14. 
gone, Certainly be that takes large Fees beforehand, and does no Service, but Hurt 
to his. Clients, aud ihat 10 the Prejudice of an Affair, that he has often declared 
will be a Service io the Poblick, is | 286 of being bribed ; and I believe, you will 

or 


own, That he that takes Bribes is than he that gives or promiſes hem. 

If you, bad told us, That you thought what we were endeayouring to eſtabliſh 
would bea Differvice to the Pablick, and we had in that Caſe given or promiſed 
you large Fees, when only ſmall ones were uſual, it would have been an Attempt 

1 ie + | e eee. ' 
5 Nan will go facther, ſuch an Act might have been look'd on as Bribery; 
if we had not krown what your 2 Was before we mage ſuch Promiſe; or 
if we bed offer d Money for a Thiog which we our ſelves thought would have 
been lojuſtice to any Man, or a Diſſervice 10 the Public. 

But if you look upoa large Fees gs Bribes, why did you not refuſe the large 
Fees. we gave you ? What is given (tho' Injury inſtead of promiſed Service do 
done for it) it ſeems is not Bribery, but Fees promiſed ate waa Seed, 
I hope you will clear this Matter, and let your Friends know how much is a 
Fee, and on much is a Bribe, becauſe many of your Adinirets are very much 
at a Loſs what to think of ſach Uſage. as we have met with ; it is my Deſite 0 
be enabled to juſtify you from the Refle&ions your Enemies make, and that 


may W e | 2 bamble ; Logs 

2 101 nenen 193 ee Caſe Billingſley. 
5% fall condeſtexnd td favdur ine with 4 Line or .two, pleaſe to ſend i 

e ry my Hosſe, rf Silver. Street near Was Le mee 7 


ö 1 — 1 el | 1 4 » * N 
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SIR, Tonr mift faithful 


= 


- 
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A Paper deliver d in to this Committee by Caſe Bil. 
wmuaſleh, the 7th of March, 1719. viz; 


ie Mecount £06 of the Steps that have been taken, , fo rorare @ Patent for inſu- 
ring Ships and Merchandize, while that Arr was committed to Hr. 
James Bradly and my Self. wet rin” 


+ EAR ute Yen ago, Mr. Brady and 1 (as well as titany of our Friends) 
| having ſuffer'd for want of a Public Office for Aſſurance, we form'd a 
2 for ereRing ſuch an Office whh a Joynt Stock of one dr two Millions 
Sterling; a ſufficient Part whereof fhodl be depoſited for the preſent, and the reſt 
to be called for as thete might — to e When we had ſettled a 
Draught of our Scheme and Sͤbleription, we waited un Sir William Thom ſor 
thecewith, gave him Five Guineas, and defired he would conſider and corre it, 
and give us his Opinion of it. Aſter he had kept it about a Week, Mr. Nau 
ard | walted on him; He gave us the Draught again, without altering one W, cd; 
told us it Was an Excellent obo] and advis'd us forthwith to lay open the Lud 
fſeriotſop, and teke it under the Hands and Seals of the Subſcribers, Which ac 


eordingly we did. | | | 
The Subſcription lay open at Merters-FHall above five Months, free for any 
of his Wenke Subjects that were Perſons of Subſtance and Reputation, without 
teſufing any fuch, ou Account of Party, or any other Account whatever. 
© While the Subſcription” was taking, Mr. Bradly, my felf, and our Friends, 
courteU'the private Inſurers to come into it, telling them, that by ſo doing, they 
would have the Direction of d, well knowing it would be the Interef of the 
Sabſetibers to chooſe them; ſeveral of the pri Inſurers came heartily into it, 
ylog it, not only as the Beſt for the Inſured, but as ſafeſt for the Aſſurers 
alſo. | | 


Others refuſed ; and the principal Reaſon given for their Refuſal was, That by 
this nee Method, they muſt depofite a 'contiderable Pact of their Eſtates to be a 
Security to the Merchants, whereas in their private way, they could inſure in a 
| Year 100000). a Men without depoſiting a Shilling. ' rot” 
Mr. Brady and 1 waited on Sir Milli RO with 6 Draught of a Peti- 
tion to his Majeſty, and Heads for a Charter to be annex'd to the Petition, and 
gave him two diess , The Petition he approv'd.; and the Heads for a Charter; he 
- cotreRedin ſeveral Places with his own Hand, and deliver d to us; which Draught 
de defired to tiave again; but it happen d to be (undeſignedly) miſ-lay d, tho“ found 
again within theſe fen days. He sdvis d us Ml + it refert d to the Attorney or 
Sallicitor General; not to the Attorney and Sollicitor General, That ſo it _ 


3 


he in our Power to bring it to him, and he aſſured us he would do us Juſtice. He 
to us ſtarted he ſtrongeſt Odjections that the Merchants made againſt it, and 
- ſhew'd us how 1 anſwer d, fo that we took him to be not only a Friend 
to us, but to the Undertaking, aud that upon a full Conviction of the great Be- 
nefit it would be to Trade and Navigation, and contribute very much to the In- 
creaſe of his Majeſty's Revenues. . But the Petition and Heads for a Charter wete 
referr'd to the Lords Cymmiſſioners for Trade and Flanations, and to the late 
Attorney, aud preſent Slliciror General; the then Attorney General told us at 
St. Fames's, in ſo many Words, That we muſt have a Charter, that he wonder'd 
the Buſineſs of Inſurance of Ships had deen catty'd on ſo long without one, and 
that he thought it required a Charter as much as any thing. When we waited on 
him with his Majeſty's Order of Referrence in his own Chambers, he told us a- 
aio, we muſt haye.a Charter, and we then gave him forty Guineas, and the Sol 
icitor General twent five, which neither of them complain'd of, as being too 
much. The private Inſurers and Office-Keepers oppoſed us before the then Attorney 
and Sollicitor General, and at laſt objected; That by the Terms of the Subſcription, 
every Subſcriber till tie paid ih ſome Money was at Liberty, whether he would pay in 
y.thing or not: After the Hearing was over, the Attorney General, aud (1 
think) the Sollicitor General too, advis'd us to take a new Subſcripiion that 
ſhould bind the Subſcribers. I immediately drew up a Draught of a new Subſet ip- 
tion, which the then Attorney General's chief Clerk laid before him, and he or- 
der'd ſevers] Alterations in it, which being made, we open'd a ſecond Subſerip: 
tion accordingly, which was compleated in about fourteen Days; into which muſt 
of the former Subſcribers came, and were bound abſolutely to pay in their Money; 
if a Charter was obtain'd, and they paid in five Shillings per Cent. in Part, others 
dropt it, and new ones came in their room, ' IN 
be Subſcribers, at a general Meeting. were very well pleas'd with Mr. Bradly 
and my ſelf, for having voluntarily wav'd the twentieth Article, whereby half per 
Cent: was to be paid uy for our Expences; the Moſeribers aſſured us, that they 
would reimburſe us out Expences whether we ſucceeded or not; and defired that 
we would endeavour to get a Charter, but never gave us any Inſtructions what 


- 


Fees we ſhould either give or promiſe. | | 
Aſter I found, by what is beforementioned, That the late Attorney and preſent 
Sollicitor Genera] were 1 be Friends to the Underiaking, and being 
told, that the Fees for paſſing Charters tor Corporations were very large, and 
lieving thoſe Gentlemen might loſe a great many Fees from private Perſons 
hom they might diſoblige, by ſerving the Publick in this Affair, I thought my 
ſelf bound in Gratitude to let them know, that upon paſſing the Charter their 
Fees ſhould be à thouſand Guineas each, which 1 believ'd they would high de- 
ve : Could I have once imagin'd this would be repreſented as Bribery, I ſhould 
not have been ſuch a Fool as to have given it under my Hand, had I not before 
known the Sentiments of the late Attorney and preſent Sollicitor General to be 
for ſach a Corporation ; and had they not »ffiſted us in obviating the Difficulties 
that lay in our wel, to have promis'd them any thing, muſt have been look'd 
on as an Attempt of Bribery ; I am ſure the Money taken vas more than the Money 
mis'd, if compared with the Services done, and thoſe promis'd to be done ; 
t it ſeems only intended to ſerve the private Inſurers and Office-Keepers, that 
private Letters from a Client writ two Years ago, ſhould be produced now before 
this honoutable Committee, eſpecially if it be conſider'd, That they were writ ma- 
ny Months befote the Corporatiens of the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Bat- 
tery Works, meddled with the Buſineſs of Inſurance of Sbips and Merchandize ; 
That Sir William Thompſon and 1 have been together frequently, for near ſeven 
Months paſt with other People, and very often by our ſelves trenſacted Affairs 
of great Conſequence, and in none of thoſe Meetings, did he ever nientiof one 
Word of this Matter to me, but carry'd it with all poffible Friendſhip and Freedom. 
I bumbly hape, That 28 | have never ſaid or done any thing againſt the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, nor any Committee of that Houſe, nor againſt any 
Member of that Houſe, (as ſuch) I may not be cenſored, which would pleaſe a 
few private Inſurers and Office-Keepers ; believing thoſe Gentlemen deſerve Cen- 
ſure more, foSaifing Money to oppoſe a Corporation, that was always intended 
to make the Merchants ſecure in their Trade, and to prevent the hortid Abuſes 
to which they are liable in the private Method, | 
What I have here aſſerted as Facts, I em ready to confirm upon Oath, 
when required. | 
[ 


March 7th, 1719. | | Ca/e Billingſley. 
1 | To 


1 2 


T6 the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty 


The humble Petition of the Governoure, Afiſtants, and Sv. 
'cieties of the City of London, of, and * the Mines Ray- 
al, the Mineral, and Battery . 2 0 62h ne 
Ships and Merchandize, 


Se ren, 
Tu. A we ſome time ſince nba raiſe A Fund of one Mition, one 
hundred and fifty two thouſand 1 the end that your Majeſty's Sub- 
jeQs, and thoſe of your Allies who defite it, may be effeQually fecured from 
» LG thereby encouraged to enlarge Commerce, and 15 your A 
$ omMs. 
Oe ate iti Hopes the Service we lately did, in furniſh e Sun *Y | 
ney, when the threaten'd Invaſſon from Si juſtly call&fot ye: urſes, as 
as Hearts, of your Loyal Subjects, is come to our Majeſty“ Knowledge. 
only an Eſſay of the Aﬀſitance we ſhall at all Times readily give, being aal 
atrach*d to your Majeſty's Roy al Perfon and Govertiment, 
' Our Undertaking 'doth 5 nor is intended to ſuterfere. with any particular 
Perſons in the Buſineſt of Aſſurance. 
The Honour and erg, vm we have alread receiv'd, make us thorough! 
ſerifible how 0850 your + s Sbuntenagce and Seneca 97 oughty 
ote arid adVance this out On ertakſog, both at bote W 8 of un- 


weary'd'Endeavours 10 imprese And eblirge T at Pat 
_ for Al your SabjeQs, 5 us to pr 98 Le) * F 
That your Majefty will ders 


ouſly pleaſed to — =o 
Patents, ſor in wy A us my 0 . 5 on t 


ſaid Undertaking, exclu ve of other Corporations ; has s ma ht 
at” 1 ge the! Mia eh EY 5, 8 25 
nor get fo valuable an Affair into 1 Ie Mo 0 raps 
equal Duty, Beatz aud Obedience dev _ 190 our Ea If 
Your Pero nor . wird er for de 1 Life te, uk 
r Petitioners. 


. 4 
* « * 1 „ 
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The, gth of May, 1719. 
„ * 3» EC” 


. K ING's Meſt Excellent Majeſty in Gountil.. 
UN 1 this Dag, = at the, 225 the humble Peiiiion of the Gover · 


LA * 4 * _ ma. wed _ * 


. and Poet ame ity, of of,-Landen, of; and, far the 


e Mineral and ſen Ks, ang, fot — þ Ships and 
ot | ps 


Marching es, humbly alt 15 y's Royal. Le 
og them and their, Succ to _ on, the, lajd 2 bips and 
Men {di e, exclufive of _ ae ns ; It is ordered by bis Majeſtynin 
at the ſaid Petiti 85905 A n be tand 

it id kereby rg to the Right. ne Lcbmere, EM; his: Mia 
zeſty's Attorney General, to ex the, lame aud te this Board what be: 
COuceiyes fit to de dune thergin.,.. 


* 


4 d. Robert Hates. 


: To 


3 35 f 
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To the KING*s Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


| Ss ax | C 0116. Y3Bv 54 I oO ORR Wou 43.4 3 
The humble Petition 45 the Merchants of London, whoſe 
Names art ſubſcribed, for and on behalf "of themſetves 
and 4 very great Number of other Merchants. and Zradere 
i the City of London, and alſo of the moſt' conſiderable 
Part of 1he Merchants and Traders of the City of Briſtol, 
175 have already petitioned Your Majeſty on the ſame 
. Subjett,' | 123 
1 2 4 4 IT PRE 1 wt 8 te . p 
Tin ic ls Wills, Si Jp Beck, is Ronde, 2 ſeveral 
9 cents OF, don, on eU ON INEMIELV.ES BUG Of 7 | - 
alt an 5 ers af * dd 2 did on 3 One 


thouſand ſeyen 4 — d ſeventeen, preſent their humble Petition to your 
Majeſty, pray ing your Majeſty to grant them your Royal Lettets-Patents, or 
Charter, for incorporating a Number of Perſons for inſuring Ships and Mer- 
chandizes at Sea. 1 ITT 8 

That your Peti ſoners preſented their humble Petition to your Majeſty, - ptay+ 
ing to be heath by their Councel againſt the granting ſuch Charter: Both Which 
Petitions Were refer 7 to ihe Lords Commiſſionets of Trade and Plantations, 


and alſo to Jour Mi a be + Oi and Sallieitor General, to examine the Al- 
e . 


: 


- 


legations o etigon for a Charter, and to her your Petitioners Rea ins a- 
gainſt the ſaid Charter, and to report to your Majelty 
therein. * * 1 | ” 4 - SOAY\ 1 N r 
That yout Patkighers pving deen heard" ih Petſon and by their Counce!"ber 
fore the &ds Commithopers of Trade and (Plantations, and before, your, Ma- 
jeſty's late Attorney General, Sir Edward Norzbey, apd your preſent Sollicitae, 
General, and having gffered divers Reaſons. in Writing againſt ybur Majeſty's, 
granting the KATY the Lords Co aloe or rade have made theig! 
2E 


in Council their Opinion. 


*.4 . 


A 


port to your Myjclty in Council, wherein they have in a ſpecial Manner laid. 
before your Majeſty the ſeveral Arguments and Reaſons offered, as well by the 
Petitioners for ide Charter, as by your Petjoners againſt the Charter, and that. 
they therein ſabmit it to your Majeſty's great Wiſdom, to do therein as your 
Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to thiak fit. RT hea, 1 
hat your "Majeſty's. ſaid Attorney and Sollicitor General have lixewyiſe nude, 
their Report to your Majeſty, wherein they have alſo fully ſtated the Arguments, 
and Resſons for and agsiult the Charter 5 and they conclude, that the making 
an Experiment in a-Thing.of that Nature, if it ſhould prove amiſs,” would . 4 
the utmoſt Conſequence to the Trade of ihis Nation; and that it ſo highly con- 
cerns Trade, that were it to be attempted at all, it would be worthy the Conſi-, 
deration of your Majeſty and great Cohneil in Parliament, and that therefore. 
they cannot advile the etecting a Corporation, againſt, which there are ſo mag 
and ſo great Odjections, eſpecially the Method now uſed being approved 5 _ 
at home and abroad, and that they are not able to determine of what"Cor 2 


* 


quence the erecting another Corporation in Londun, with a Stock of a Million , 


of Money, may be to the Public. 2 125 LN 4s 
That the ſaid ProjeQors did not think ſit to wait for your Majeſty's Deter- 
mination on the laid Reports ; but in Contempt thetegf, and to evade a Matter 
of ſuch Conſequence, did clandeſtinely go abogt and treat for the Intereſt un- 
der one or more Charters granted in the Reigns of Queen Elitabeib and Kin 
James the Firſt, for ere&ing the Societies of the Mines Royal, and the Miperal { 
and Battery Works, and long fince laid aſide as wes and purchaſed the ſame 
in order to go on with ſuch their unwarrantable rojeQ, without the Allowancd 


or Aſſiſtahee of your Majeſty's Prerogative, zud have now opened an Inſurancę- Y 


Office, and inſure Ships and Goods by vertue of the old Charter, as if they 
obtained a new One for the doing thereof, which they could not do. 2 


That the ſaid Charters'and Corporation Capacities, granted by your Royal Pre- 
deceſſots (the Members whereof, by ſuch Shift as aforeſaid, contift now ſolely 
of the ſaid Projectors) were granted for patticular Uſes and Purpoſes, which 
are become imptacticable, and faln into, Diſuſe. And your Petitioners humbly 
hope, that in Caſe they appear ſo to be, your Majeſty will, in your great Wil- 
dom, tevoke them, aceording to the Proviſo in the laid Charters limited or re- 


ſerved. 


That 


=y 
: 
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That the Attempt of the ſaid Companies, undet Pretence of the ſaid Charters, 
is likely to be highly detrimental to Trade: And in regard it is agreed on all 
Hands that the Iufuring of Ships is of abſolute Neceffity for the carrying on of . 
 Foreiga Trade, and that the ſame has been always managed in the Method it is 

now in, With great Conveniericy and Accepration,” and that an Innovation in : 
the Method now carrying on will be very fatal to Trade; ET. 


Ln wah of" PET x l +: $9 YL 

TVout Petitioners moſt humbly beſeech your Mejeſty, that your Majeſty will 

be pleaſed to take and reſume all the Grants, Charters, and Licenfes 
- 2 heretofore granted for-ereQting the Socieries- Of the Mines Royal, the 
„Mineral and Battery Wotks, which have lain dormant for many 


| Years 
and which are now abuſed. and ſet up in open Defiance of your Rogal 


©.  Prerogative, for carrying on a Work 
--*+.\, granted; and in a Work which 
Council, did not think fit to er 


quite different.co what they were 
r Majeſty, by the Advice of your 
a Corporation for: Or, that your 


Majeſty will be pleaſed to put a Stop to the Proceedings of the ſaid 
Governours and Companies, under the ſaid Pretext of Royal Authari- 
or yauchſafe to give your Petitioners ſuch other Relief in the Pre- 


* 
TOR miles, of ſy great Concern and Conſequence to the Whole 
in your Majeſty's great Wiſdom ſhall be judged proper and fitting, | 


ation,” 
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At the Court at St. James's, 
The th of May, 1719. 
| PRESENT 
The KING's Moft Excellent Majefly in Council. 


| U PON Reading this Day at the Board; the hamble Petition of ſeveral Mer- 


chants of Landon, in Behalf of themſelves, aud a great Number of other 
Merchants and Traders in the City of London, and alſo of the moſt conſiderable 
Part of the Merchants and Traders of the City of Briſtol, 8 his Maj 
ty would be pleaſed to reſume the Charters granted by Queen Elixabet by 
King James the Firſt, for EreQing the Societies of the Mines Royal, the Mine- 
ral and Battery Works, under which Charters the Aſſurance for Ships and Mers 
chandiſe at Sea is carried on: It is ordered by his Majeſty in Council, That the 
ſaid Petition (a Copy whereof is hereto annexed) be, and it is hereby referred 
to the Right Honourable Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; his e Attorney-Ge- 
neral (to whom a Petition of the ſaid Society of the Mines Royal, the Mine- 
ral and Battery Works, and fot Aſſuring Ships and Merchandize, is referred) to 
—_ the „ and report his Opinion upon the whole Matter to this 


A true Copy : Robert Hales, 


N * 3 rn Mi ab 


To the KI N G's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, * 
IN humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Couneil, whereby the au- 

nexed Petition of the Governours, Aſſiſtants and Societies of the City of Las- 

dow, of and for the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works, and for Aſſu- 
ring Ships and Merchandize, and alſo the anneted Petition of ſeveral Merchants 
of London, for and on the Behalf of themſelves and a very great Number of otſſet 
Merchants and Traders in the City of London, and alſo of the moſt confiderg- 
ble Part of the Merchants and Traders of the City of Briftol, are referred to me, 
to examine the ſame, and to report to your Majeſty in Council my Opinion up- 
on the whole Matter : I have accordingly examined the ſaid Petitions ; the firſt 
of which ſets forth, That the Petitioners ſome time fince voluntarihy raiſed a Fund 
of One Million One Hundred and Fifty Two Thoufand Pounds, to the End 
that your Majeſty's Subjects, and thoſe of your Allies who deſire it, may be ef- 
fectually ſecured from all Loſſes, and thereby encouraged to enlarge Commerce 
and inereaſe your Majeſty's Cuſtoms ; That the Petitioners are in hopes the Ser- 
vice they lately did in furniſhing a IE Money, when the threatned In- 

; | vaſion 


38] IN, 
vaſion from Spain juſtly called for the Purſes as well-as Hearts of your loyal 
Subjects, is come t6 your Mejeſty's Knowledge; Ihat ic is only an Eflay of the 


Aflittance they ſhalt at all Times readily give, being zealouſly attached ro your 
Majeſty's Roysl Perſon and Government; That their 123232 doth not, nor 


is intended to interfere with any particular Perſons in the Buſineſs of Aſſurance. 
The Honour and ProteQion they nave already received, making them thcoughly 
ſenſible how highly your Majeſty's Countenance and Sanction have and will pro- 
mote and advance this their Undertaking both at home and abroad; That your 
unwearied Endeavours to improve and enlarge Trade, and your pater nal Aﬀe- 
tion for. all your Subjects, emboldens them to pray That your Mujelty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant them your. Royal Letters-Patents for incorporating 


them and their Succeſſors to manage and carry on the ſaid Undertaking, exclu- 
five of other Corporations, ſo as others may not defeat nor diſappoint the Mea- 


ſures concerted with great Labour, Pains and Expence, nor let ſo valuable an 


Aﬀair come into the Hands of People, who may not de with equal Duty, Zeal 
and Obedience devoted to your Majeſty's Perſun and Government, nor pray 


with that Atdout for your long Life e as do your Petitigners. 
The Second Petition ſets forth, That Sir Jobs Williams, Sir Fuſtxs Beck, Sic 
Randale Knipe, and ſeveral other Merchants in London, on Behalf of themſelves 


and of ſeveral other Merchants and Traders of Great Britain and Ireland, did 
. ſometime in January 1747, preſent their humble Petition to your Majeſty, pray- 


ing your Mzajelty to gtant them your} Royal Letter Patents or Charter for In- 


corporating a Number of Perſons for Inluring Ships and Merchandites at Sea; 
That your Petitioners preſented their humble Petition 8 your Majeſty, praying 
to be heard by their Councd againſt the Granting ſuch 


arter ; both which Pe- 
titions were referred to the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade «nd Plantations, and 
alſo to your Majeſty's Attorney and Sollicitor General, to examine the Allega- 
tions for a Charter, and to hear your Petitioners Reaſons againſt the ſaid Char- 


ter, and to report to your Majeſty in Council their Opinion therein ; That your 
| Petitioners having been heard in Perſon, and by their Councel, 4575 the Lords 


Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations, and .before your Majeſty's late Attor- - 


_ ney General, Sir Edward Northey, and your Fe „ pers ; ang 8 
your Majeſty's Granting the laid 


ving offered divers, Reaſons in Writing again | 
Charter, the Lords Commiſſionets 51 Prade have made their Report to your 


Majeſiy in Council, wherein they have in à ſpecial manner laid befote your Ma- 
jelly the ſeveral Arguments and Reaſons as well by the Petitiogers for the Char- 


ker, as dy the Petitioners againſt the Charter, and that they therein ſubmit it to 


your Majeſty's great Wiſdom to do therein as, your Mejeſty mall pleaſe to think 


tit. That your Majeſty's faid Attorney and Sollicitor General have likewiſe 


made their Report to your Mijeſty, wherein, they have alſo fully ſtated the Ar- 
' guments and Reaſons for and againſt the Charter; and they conclude that the 


4 


making au Experiment in a Thing of that Nature, if it ſhould prove amiſs, would 


concerns Trade, that were it to be attempted at all, it would be worthy the Cou- 
fideration of your Majeſty and your great Council in Parliament; and that there- 
fore they cannot adviſe Ge Erecting a Corporation, againſt which there are fo 
many and ſo great Objeions, eſpecially the Method now uſed being approved 


both at hame and abroad; and they are not able to determine of what Conſe- 


quenice the Ere&ing another Corporation in London with à Stock of à Mittion-of- 
Money may be to the Publick. That the ſaid Projectors did not think fit to wait 

for your Majeſty's Determination on the ſaid Reports; but in Contempt there - 
of, aud to evade a Matter of fuch Conſequence, did clandeſtinely go Shots 
treat for the Intereſt under one or more Charters granted in the Reigns of Queen 


Elizabeth and King James the Firſt, for the EreQing the Societies of the Mines 
Royal; and the Mineral and Battery Works, and leng fince laid aſide as uſeleſs, 


and putchaſed the ſane in otdet to go on with ſach their unwattantable Projet, 


without: the Allowance or Aſſiſtance of your Majeſty's Prerogative, and haye 


now opened an Inſurance Office, and Iuſute Ships and Goods by Vertue of the 


old Charter, as if they had obtained a new one for the doing thereof, which they 


could not do. I bat the faid Charters and-Corporation Capacities granted by 
your: Royal Predeceſſors (he Members whereof by ſuch Shift as afute aid. con- 
fits now ſolely of the ſaid ProjeQors) were granted for particular Uſes and 


Purpoſes, which are become impratticable, and fallen into Diſaſe; and the Pe- 


titioners humbly hope, that in Caſe they appear ſo. to be, your Majeſty will in 
your great Wildom revoke them, according to the Proviſo's in the (aid Char- 
ters Hchited or reſerved. © That the Attempt of the ſaid Companies under the 
Pretence of the ſaid Charters is likely to be highly Detrimental to Trade; and, 
in regard, it is agreed o alt Hands, That the inſuring cf Ships is of an ablulute 


Neceſſiry for the carrying on of Fareign Trade, and that the ſane has been al- 


ways managed in the Method it is now in wittf great Convenieney and Accep- 
: | tation, 


* 
. 


be of the utmoſt; Ceaſequence to the Trade of this Nation; and that it ſo highly . 
ne. 
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tation, and that an Innovation in the Method now carrying on will be very fa 
tal to Trade, your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, . that 
you Majeſty will be pleaſed to take and reſume all the Gtants, Charters and 

icences heretofore granted for the EreQing the Societies of the Mines Rojal, 
the Mineral and Battery Works, which have lain dormant for many Years, 
which are now Abuſes, and ſet up in open Defiance of your Royal Prerogative, 
for carrying on a Work quite different to what they were granted, and in a 
Work which your Majeſty, by the Advice of your Council, did not thiok fit to 
Ere& a Corporation for; or that your oy will be pleaſed to pyt a Stop to 
the Proceedings of the ſaid Governours and Companies, under the ſajd Pretext 
of Royal Authority, or vouchſafe to give your Petitioners ſuch other Relief in 
the Premiſes of ſo great Concern and Conſequence to the whole Nation, as in 
your Majeſty's great Wiſdom ſhall be judged proper and fitting, 


attended by the Parties concerned, aud have heard them by their Councel upon 
the ſaid ſeveral Petitions; and in Support of the firſt Petition, two ſeveral Letters» 
Patents under the Great Seal of England have been produced and laid before 
me, one of which, being Letters-Patents dated Fanzary 28, 1605, recites a Grant 
or Licence by Queen Elizabeth, under the Great Seal, to divers Perſons, to dig 
for Royal Mines; and that the Benefit of ſuch Letters-Patents, by Aſſignment, 
was come to Hilliam Earl of Pembroke, and other Perſons therein · after named. 
To the End therefore that the ſaid Lord Pembroke and the (aid other Perſons 
might more amply enjoy all the Benefits intended by the ſaid former Grant; and 
for the better and more Advancement of the ſaid Mineral Works, the ſaid Lord 
Pembroke and others their Heirs and Aſſigns, and all ſuch Perſons as then had, 
or thereafter ſhould have any Right or Intereſt in or by the Licence before grant- 
ed, are Incorporated by the Name of the Governours, Aſſiſtants and Society of 
the City of London, of, and for the Mines Royal, with Liberty to have a 
common'Seal, to purchaſe Lands and Tenements, and alien the ſame, to ſue and 
be ſued; And it was thereby granted, That the ſaid Corporation ſhould have 
one or two Governours, and one or more Depuiy-Govetnouts, at heir Will and 
Pleaſuce, and fix or more Aſſiſtants et their Will and: Pleaſure, fot the better 
Governmept of the ſaid Corporation, to be choſen, and to continue fot one 
Fear, and thenceforth, till others are reſpectively choſgn in theit Rooms: y + 
the ſaid Corporation ſhould have Power io aflemble;-and to make Rules and 
inances for all Matters belonging to them, according to the Purport of the ſaid 
Letters-Patents; and that the. Perſons who thereafter ſhould be admitted as Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Corporation, ſhould, at or befote the Time of his Admittance, be 
appointed to have, for the Term of his Life, the Benefit of a Quarter of one 
four and twentieth Part of the Licences, Powers, Authorities, Privileges, Bene> 
fits and Immunities aforeſaid; or elſe being admitted within one Year then next 
2 ſhould, at ow before the Time of his Admiſſion, have, for the Term of 
bis Lite, at the leaſt the Benefit of half a Quartet of one four and twentieth 
Part of the Licences, Powers, Authorities, Benefits and Immunities aforeſaid ; 
or elſe being a Gentleman and a Freeholder of an Eſtate of Inheritance, to bis 
wn Uſe, without Condition, in Deed af Lands and Tenements, within the 
Counties of Lazcaſter, Cumberland and I eſtmerland, ot any of them, to the 
clear yearly Value of Forty Marks over and above all Charges, ſhould. be ap- 
pointed to have, for the Term of his Life, at the leaſt, the Benefit of half a Quar- 
tet of one four and twentieth Part of the ſaid Licences, Powers, Authorities, Pri- 
vileges, Benefits and Immunities, and ſhall be admitied within the Space of three 
Years then next enſuing, and not at any time after; and that no Perſon or Per- 
ſons, which thereafter ſhould be admitted into the ſaid Society in agy other Man- 
ner and Form, than is before expreſſed, qt contrary to the Parport and true 
| Meaning of the ſaid Letters-Patents, ſhould in any wiſe be ot be @counted Any 
Member of the ſaid Society or Corpotation: And it was thereby further granted, 
That the ſaid Governours, A fliſtants and Societies, and their Succeſſyrs, ſhould 
have Power to purchaſe Lands and Tenements, not exceeding the Yearly; Value 
f one hundred ounds. „ r e e ee "nb „ LA 
And the other e bearing Date the 12d of January, 1604, reguey 
a Grant Or L cence from the ſaid Qaeen to William Humphry and riſipber 
Shute, their Heirs and g ſſigns, to Search, Dig and 'Mige. for Calamine Stones 
and the only Uſe and Iiwploying and Commodity of the ſame Stone, forthe ma» 
king and einde on of Latten, and all other mixt Mettel, and to make and 
work all kinds of Battery; Wares, Caſt Works, and Wyet of Latten, Iron; Steel, 
and Battery; and one other Grant or Licence from the ſaid Queen to the ail 
William Humphry and Chriſtopher-\ Shate, their Heirs and ' Affigns to Search 
Dig and Mine for all manner of Ewrts ſimple and pute, or mixt and compou 4 
of the Mettals of Gold, Silver, Copper, and Quick-filver, Tynn and Cake ang 
that the Bencfit of the ſaid Two ſeveral laſt mentioned Letters-Patents by divers 


cent 


And I do moſt humbly certify your Majeſty, T hat I have been ſeveral =| 2 
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Deſcents or Conveyances, was come to the ſaid Milliam Earl of Pembroke, and 

other the Perſons therein-after named; therefore for the better Advancement of 

. the Working of the ſaid Calamine Stone at Battery Works, and other the Pre- 

miſſes, The ſaid }/i/liam Earl of Pembroke, and obert. Lord Cecyll and others, 

are Incorporated by the Name of Governours, Aſſiſtants, and Societies of the 
Lada, 0 


City of and for the Mineral and Battery Works, with Liberty to have 
a common Seal, to purchaſe Lands and Tenements, not exceeding the Yearly 
Value of one hundred Pounds, and to alien the ſame, and be ſued; and it was 
thereby granted, That the ſaid Corporation ſhould and might have two Gover- 
- nours, and two Deputies or more to the ſaid Governouts, and eight or more 
Aſſiſtants, for the better Governance of the ſaid Society, to be choſen, and to 
continue for one Year, and thenceforth, till others are eſpecially choſen in their 
Rooms; and that the ſaid Corporation ſhould have Power to aſſemble and meet 
N ethet, and to make Rules and Ordinances for the ordering their Affairs and 
Buſineſs ; ſubje& nevertheleſs to a Proviſo contained in the ſaid laſt mentioned 
\ Letters-Patents for Reſumption of the ſaid Grant, or Licence, by the Grown, 
at their Will and Pleaſure, making reaſonable Satisfaction to the ſaid Corpora- 
tion for their Coſts and Expences in and about the Premifes. 
 - An it has been infiſted on, That the Lord Onſlow and Sir Jobs William: 
have been duly choſen Governours, Sir Jus Beck, Sir Alexander Cairnes and 
ethers, Deputy-Governours, Hilliam Aſtell, Francis Anneſley, and many other 
Perſons, Afiſtants of the ſaid Corporations, purſuant to the Powers of the ſaid 
Charters; and that the ſaid Perſons have done, and continue to do, the Buſineſs 
for which the ſaid Corporations were ed; and for Proof thereof, the Affi - 
davit of Caſe Billingſley hereto annexed, and numbted 1, who ſtyles himſelf Seere - 
tary to the Governonrs, Aſſiſtants and Societies of the City of London, of and for 
the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works, has been laid before me, 
And the Petitioners have alſo laid before me a Subſcription, a Copy 
whereof is heteto ganeted, Ne 2, and is fworn to be atrue Copy by the. Affida- 
vit of the ſaid Caſe Bill . which Subſcription has been opened and taken in 
the Name of the Governoars, Affiſtants, and Societies of the City of London, of 
and for the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works; and by which the 
ſaid Lord Owflow, Sir Fehn Hilliam:, and others, to the Number of 287 Per- 
Cons, at a General Court #t Mercers-Hall, alledged to be held by Vertue of the 
ſaid Charters, have voluntarily ſubſcribed the Sum of one Million one bundred 
and fiſty two thouſand Pounds Sterling, as a Joint-Stock, for Inſaring Ships and 
Merchandize on the Terms therein ſpecified ; and it is ſworn by the Affidavit laſt 
mentioned, That the ſaid Lord O»ſlow, and other the ſaid Subſcribers, are the 
Perſons who. are the Petitioners to your Majeſty for a Charter of Incorporation 
for Inſuring Ships and Merchandize, by the Name of the Governours, Aſſiſtants 
and Societies of the City of Lende, of and for the Mines Royal, the Mineral 
and Battery Works, and for aſſuring Ships and Merchandize, and that they have 
paid in the 100. per Cent. according to the Condition of the faid Subſcription, 
and that they were the firſt that propoſed and undertook this Method of Aſſu- 
rance in Exglexd, and are the ſame Perſons who have carried on the faid N 
of Aſſuring Ships and Merchandize, ever ſince — gth of March, 1718, and 
that greatly to the SatisfaQion of the Merchants and Fraders, who have made 
their Aſſurances with them; That it further appears by a former Petition to your 
Majeſty, wherein the ſame Incorporation is pray'd, in the Name of Sir 7 us 
Beck and others, moſt of which Perſons are concerned in the preſent Petition, 
that they were the firſt Promoters of this Undertaking ; but that fince the Re- 
ports that bad been made on the ſaid former Petitions by the Lords of Trade, 
and the late «nd Mr. Sollicicor General, which ate ſtil! depending be- 
fore Benefit, which will accrue to Trade, by the In- 
y evinced and confirmed by the Experience, which 
of Inſuring under an [ncorporation, which has been 
and general 1 by the Petitioners, dy Vertue of 


ment 

our Majeſty to grant the Letters-Patents prayed by the ſaid. 

Corfidermiens have deen offered: N 2 
that the Inſuring Ships and Merchandizes, 2. 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Security _ 8 
preſent State of Inſurance is not only, in its own 
Nature, but by long 1 to be inſuſicient and incapable 
to anſwer the great Occaſions of the Trade of this Kingdom, in the Extent 
wherein it is at preſent carried on, and which it is the Iniereſt of the Nation 
to ſupport, and, as much as is poflible, till to i e. 7 
That Inſurance is now in the Hands of private Perſons, called Office-Keepers, 
carried on by Brokers, whoſe Employment it is to procure for the Merchant, as 
his Occaſions require, Perſons to ſubſcribe the Policies of Inſerance on 
ſuch Terms as ſhall be agreed on; But 


— 


: 


x 
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Bat that this Method is very dilatory, inſecure, and diſcouraging to the bold 


Trader, it being always found n y, in large or hazardous Inſurances, to 


obtain great Numbers of Perſons to underwrite; the Delay, in obtaining which, 


is a daily Diſadvantage and Detriment to the Merchant. 

That the Security to the Trader in this Method depends, in a great Meaſure; 
on the Honeſty of the Office-Keeper and Broker ; but however, that in Caſe of 
Loſs, the Difficulty to adjuſt the Averages with and among the Subſcribers to 
theſe Policies, and the Tediouſneſs and Expenſiveneſs of the Remedy, whenever 
the Merchant is obliged to take it by Suit upon his Policy, is fo great, as is v 
diſconrs ing and often Ruinous to the Merchant, the Remedy at Law on ſuc 
private Policies being by ſeveral Actions againſt the Subſeribers, who are fre- 
quently twenty or thirty, or more in Number, and which in the Caſe of 2 Fai- 
jure or Death of any of them before the Policy is run out, ot the Demands 
thereon ſettled, involve the Merchant and his Family in a Maltiplicity of expen- 
five Suits, which maſt be of the higheſt Prejudice to the carrying on Trade, 
That the Danger from the preſent Method of Iuſuring, is now ſo univerſally 
underſtood, and felt by Experience, for the Reaſons before mentioned, that it is 
become à frequent Practice even to inſure the Inſurers, which Qill renders the 
Remedy to the Merchant more intricate and diſcouraging, and often more fatal 
to him than the Loſs it ſelf, | ; 
That the —— which Trade labours under, in this Reſpect, have 
neceſſitated the Petitioners, many of whom are, as they alledge, conſiderable 
Traders in the moſt beneficial Branches of Trade, to apply to your Majeſty for an 
Incorporation in s Joint-Stock for this Purpoſe, whereby, as they inſiſt, all the 
Inconveniencies, -arifing from the pfeſent Method, will be avoided, and the Con- 
dition of Trade greatly improved, oY 

That the Petitioners propoſe the Sum of One Million, one hundred and. fifty 
two thouſand Pounds, already taken in by the ſaid Subſcription, to be the Joint 
Stock of the Incorporation deſired; and to be placed under ſach Regulations -as 
your Majeſty ſhall think fit, as the Fund for the Security of ſuch Merchants 
who ſhall inſure with them; the Ampleneſs of which Security, it being ſuch as 
in all Events muſt ſtill be ſufficient to anſwer all Loſſes, they inſiſt ou, as a 
great Invitation and Encouragement to the Trader, to extend bis Trade; and 
that, in this Reſpect, the Method propoſed sppears to be more for the Advan- 
tage of Trade in general, than the preſent Method of private Inſurance. 
That the Ampleneſs of the Security muſt not only be an Encouragement to 
your Majeſty's Trading Subjects, but will inevitably be an luducement to foreiga 
Merchants to inſure here, which maſt be very profitable to- the Nation, as it 
brings ſo mach more Money into the Kingdom, as the Premium for ſack fo- 

n Inſurances amount to, J | | 1 £41 01 Dawn 

hat the Method of Inſuring by a Corporation muſt be much eaſier and quic- 
ker, and not ſubject to the Delays which that of private 'Inſarance is liable t 
and in Caſe of Loſs and Diſpute, the Remedy to the Merchant being fiagle 


entire by an K the Corporation, is therefore more eligible tu him 
P 


than that of Multiplicity of Suits againſt the ſeveral Underwriters to à private 
be ho his Satisfaction at laſt muſt be more certain, from the Undoubtedneſs 
the Security. | | nis: 
That the Paitioners do not defire the Incorporation to be made excluſive, in 
any ReſpeQ, of other Perſons or Corporations ; the Conſequence of which 
that their own lutereſt will always bind them to do Juſtice, and to act wi 
Candour and Fairneſs towards the Merchant, becauſe without that, they muſt 
forfeit their Credit, which will determine the Merchant to inſure with others, 


and not to deal with the Corporation. . 


| | «27 44845 0 

TH E Petitioners, for the Incorporation have further laid before me the follow - 
ing Memorials, or Certificates, and Affidavits, which are alſo hereto annexed. 

(1 9 Three ſeveral Certificates, fubſcribed (as is ſworn by the Affidar of 

Caſe Billing ſley, Fun. thereto annexed ) by great Numbers of very eminent Mer- 

chants of the City of London, wherein it is certified, That the Undertaking of 

= Governors, Aſſiſtants, and Societies of the City of Lowdow, of, and for the 


ines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works, to aſſure Ships and Merchandize, - 


is a very great Benefit and Encouragement to Trade and Navigation, and as 
think it would be a Prejudice to Trade, if a Corporation was eftablifhed' to 
ſure Ships and Merchandize excluſive of private Perſons, ſo they think it would 
be a much greater Evil, if private Perſons were to carry on that — —ͤ— 
five of a Corporation; and they are of Opinion, that the Company deſerves 
coutrsgement. * | 
25 A Certificate from Paul Sorrel, Foſeph Lowe, 'Fudah 
Matchell, William Binmore, William Brooking, Sir b'Knipe, and 
 Harwell, Merchants of London, who alledge, That they have aſſured their A 
ventures at Sea, to a conſiderable 8 with the Petitioners, ſome of which 


having 


3 | 
a * 
many” 2 —.,. 


Land 1 


having been Loſſes or Averages, have been adjuſted and paid by the Petitioners 


according to their Contract, without Delay, to entice Satisfaction. r 
(3-) A Certificate of Sir Jaſtus Beck and ſeveral other Merchants of London, 
who ſay, They have for this pteſent Year received very conſiderable Commiſſions 
from Merchenis in Foreign Parts, to make Aſſurances in London of their Ad- 
ventures #4 Sea, and have had poſitive Orders from the faid Merchants, to make 
the ſaid Aſſurances with the faid Petitioners Company, which the ſaid Merchants 
bad done with great Eaſe and Diſpatch, and alſo to the Satisfaction of thoſe 
from whom they received the ſaid Commiſſions, | | 
(4.) The Certificue of Sir Juſtus Beck, wherein he certifies, That for many 
Years paſt he had receiv'd Commiſſions from Merchants in Foreign Parts, to make 
Aſſurances for them in Londov, which, till à Gompany undertook that Buſineſs, 
he did with private Petſons; but when the Sogiety of the Mines Royal, the 
Mineral and Battery Works (with a lorge Joint-Stock) ſet that Affair on a much 
better Font, he conſidered it as the beſt Method that ever was propoſed, both for 
Diſpatch and Security ;, Therefore, as a Merchant and Well-Wiſherto the Trade 
and; Navigation of Great-Brizein, he not only recommended it to the Merchants 
at home, but to Foteigners abroad; and that it is evident to a Demonſtration, 
that | therein, be did not conſult his own private Intereſt, becauſe it he would 
have mude thoſe Aſſurances here with particular Men, he might have had one 
ger Cent. for ſtanding bound for the private lnfurers; whereos the Company are 
© good a Security in themſelves, that be. could have nothing allowed him on 
that: Account; That he had formerly loſt ſeveral Commiſſions from the Mer- 
chants abroad, to make Aſſurances for them in London, becauſe he would not 
anſwet for the private Aſſurers for one p Cent. which he had conſtantly hi- 
therto, and ſhould always, decline. BY a, 
(. The Certifiexe of Hemphrey Aarrice, an eminent Merchant in the City 
of Lenden, whereby he: cergifies, That when ſeveral eminent Merchants of the 


City of :Londan were endeavouring to be eſtabliſhed as a Company for Aſſurance 


of Ships and Merchandize, he appeared with many other Merchants before the 
Lordy Commiſſioners of Trade and Plaptatiov, as alſo before the late Attorney 
General, and preſent Sollicitor General, to oppoſe their having a Charter of lu- 
corporation for! Ships; and Merchandize, excluſive of all others; and then gave 
his Reaſons to re his Opinion at that Time: That ſince it had happened 
that this Body of Men bad entered upon the Buſineſs of Aſſuriug Ships and Mer- 
chandire, aa Members of the Corporation, of Mines Royal, the Mineral and 
Battery Works, and ſor ſeveral Months paſt had cartied on that Affair; there- 


fore (n Merchant and 'Well-Wiſher io the Trade and Navigation of this 


Kingdom) be pray'd Leave to obſerve: the Benefit and Advantage that had ac- 
crued to the Merchants and Traders of this Nation, from the Practice and Uſe 
of uh Ori Aſſuting Ships and Mecchandize in their corporate Capacity; It 
n many Opportunities to Merchants, to enereaſe and enlatge their Adventures 
nnch om Foreign Parts, in Conſideration of the reaſopable Rates and Prices 
this — — had Aſſured at; and that he could aſſure, That when private 
men. Had reſuſed to Aſſure any Thing for him upon Ships that he had ſent 
$ this Company had readily Aſſuted for him on ſuch Adventures 10 his Sa- 
tisfaQion, upon moderate Terms, which if they had refuſed, as the. private Al- 
fares hud done, he ſnonld not have exported five hundred Pounds worth of the 
mufacture of this Kingdom, where: he had ſent ſeven or eight thouſand 
deni Value in a Ship; For Merchants will tun the Danger and. Hazird of 
an ;Aqventure of faut or five hundred Pounde Value in a Veſſel, whep they will 
netc/advenwre: ſo many thonſand Pounds. That when they can procure Aſſu- 


rances to be made, they will extend theit Trade, and make themſelves eaſy with 


the Company or private Aſſurers, according to the Opinion they have of the One 
or d Under z be therefore thinks, that this Aſſutance Company, is very uſeful 
to. Prade and Navigu ion; That they deſerve the Protection and Encouragetnent 
uf dhe Government; dat to ſuppteſs or reſtrain them from Aſſuring Ships and 
Mirthandize;willbeicodifcourage Commerce, diminiſh the Revenue of the Crown, 
und;givie-an Opportunity to our Neighbours the Darch and french, (who are out 
Rivals:apd:Competitors. at Foreign Markets) to uadermine or ſupplant us in 
Trace. AwJ|thatatcording 40 tbe Share of Trade Great: Britain enjoys, ſhe 
will de more or leſt powerful in Exrope, and make a Figure in the World pro- 
nor tior uhly. ++ — = 11 618 | | 
: f:G&)s The Affidavit! of Caſe Bolling ſley, Fan, who ſwears, That Mr, Richard 
and elevtn: ther Merchants, who bad-figned 2 Petition to your Majeſty 
aithe Co ion for Aſſuring Ships and Merchandize, had, fince the Expe- 
riment of the Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Meth6d of A ſſurance, ſigned one of the 


and 


Certificues aboveumentianed; ſhewing their Approbation of the ſaid Undertaking 


$7 <4 £& 


. - - - 5 __ : 1 ' 2 
A * 
. a » . 4 
\ 4 3 We 7 > | The 
2 * of * 
- { - * * . 
* * . * 5 


* 


* 
— 


[42] 


(J.) The Affidavit of the ſaid Caſe Bilhng fey, Fun. who ſwears, That of - 
the Perſons who appear to have — s Petition to your. Majeſty agaiuſt a 
Company for Aſfuring Ships and Merchandize, Charles Goodfellow, Eiq; and 
thirty other Perſons, have, ſince the Experiment made as aſoteſaid, made their A + 

ſarances with the ſaid Company. BY TY 

(8.) The Afﬀdavit of the ſaid Billing fley, Jun. who (wears, That four 
hundred and eighty fix Merchants, Traders, and Others, or thereabouts, who are 
not Members of the faid Corporation, have, fince the Sth of Afarch then laſt, 
made Afſurances of their Adventures at Sea, with the ſaid Corporation, to the 
Amount of a very large Sum, 9 | | 

(9.) The Certificate of Mir. Foſeph Paice, who certifies, That the therein 
underwritten private Aſſurers and Office-Keepers, being in Number thirty: three, 
have failed to his Knowledge, by moſt of whom he and his Principals have 
loſt very confiderable Sums of Money, as by the many Policies of Aſſurance 
under written by them, (which he bas ready to produce) will gppear. - | 


ON the other Side, in Behalf of the Second Petition, it has been infiſted' on, 
That tho' it is undeniable, that luſutancce of Ships and Merchandize is of the 
greateſt Moment for the Security and Encouragement of Trade, as it enables 
the Trader to bear his Loſſes, and {tiff to carry on his Buſineſs, tis yet to be 
conſidered, whether there be any Occaſion to change the preſent Method for 
another altogether untried, unleſs for the Space of ſevere Months, or thereaboors. 

That this preſent Application did not proceed from the Complaints of the 
Traders, but from other Perſons, who complain for them; but not with a View 
to- the Advantage of Trade, but under Colour of That, to eſtabliſh a Stock- 
. Corporation, than which nothing is more pejudicial to the Trade of this 

ingdom. | 

That Inſurances have been always carried on in Exgland, in private Hands, and 
in the preſent Method, and is taken Notice of in an Act of Parliament fo long 
8go, av the 43 Elix. and, till now, the Inconveniencies pretended from it were 
never heard of. And as in Exgland a Corporation for Inſurance of Ships and 
- Merchandize has never hitherto been attempted to be Eſtabliſhed ; it is as true, 
that there is no Inſtance of any ſuch Incorporation in any Part of Europe. 5 

That the Dangers from ſuch an Incorporation with ſo lorge a Capital, as is de- 
fired, are many, and obvious, and of the higheſt Conſequence to Frade in ge- 
neral; it being impoſſible; by any Regulations, which can be annexed to fuch a 
Charter, to prevent it from terminating in a Monopoly, tho' it be not made Ex- 
cluſive in the Terms of the Charter it ſelf. | 5 

That whilſt ſach a Corporation is in its Iufaney, and on its Probation, it will 
Infure on low and eaſy Terms, and thereby ſoon/ beat out and ruin the private 
Inſurers; and when, by that Means, they have got the whole Inſurances into 
their Hands, they become Maſters of the Trade of the Kingdam, and are a Mo- 
nopoly without exclutive Words in their Charter; and as Monopolies in Trade 
cannot be granted, being againſt Law, ſo that which neceſlarily tends to a Mo- 
nopoly is equally to be avoided. | | 

Thee fuch a Corporation will have it in their Power, not only to put their 
own Terms on the Merchant, but will by undue Preferences and Partialities, 
ſach as the [ntereſts of the Chief Managers ſhall dire&, very much incommode 
the fair Trader, who, after this Eſtabliſhment; will have ao other Recourſe, bur: 
moſt ſabmit to their Pleaſure, * | | ; 

That it can't be adviſeable to introduce an Innovation of ſuch dangerous Con- 
ſequence, as this muſt be, to Trade in general, eſpecially ſince at this Time: the: 
Inſurance in Exgland is in the higheſt Reputation abroad, very great Inſurances 
deing daily made here from Foreign Parts, which muſt be occaſioned: by the 
Knowledge which Foreigners have, not only of the Chespneſs, but of the: 
Security of Inſurance here, in the preſent Method, preferable to what it is in 
other Places abroad. | 1 i, | | 

That tho! theſe are obvious, yet none ean foreſee all the Conſequences to the 
Publick, from erecting ſuch a Corporation, becauſe theſe will depend on the; 
Practices and Behaviour of this Body, which brings che Security of Trade itſelf 
to depend alſo on them. 6/657 5 : 


As to the Objections made to the preſent Method by private Inſurers, they 
offered the following Anſwers, 3 | 
That he great Number of Perſons underwriting private Policies, was ſo far 
from being an ObjeRion, that it was the — 2 and what was moſt 
coveted by the Merchant, becauſe the Failure of one or more of the Inſurers 
endangered the Policy no further than his Proportion; and tho? "tis true, that in 
Caſe of Lofs, if any Diſpute ariſe, the Tnſared was compelled to his Action a- 
gainſt every Underwriter, yet it was well known in PraQtice, that the Fryal of 
one Action did generally determine the Queſtion upon the whole Policy; if that 
| was 


” 
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was not determined by Arbitration, which was the common Method for ſettling 
Loſſes and Averages to prevent any Suit at all, | 

But that the Remedy for the Merchants againſt a Corporation, upon fo pow- 
erful a Foot, as is now deſired, was ſcarce practicable, not only from the Iatri- 
cacy and Delays, which attend Suits againſt Corporations in all Caſes, but from 
the ſeeming Impoſſibility of having an) Execution againſt a Corporation, which 
has no vifible Effects, and whoſe capital Fund is not propoſed to be, inveſted in 
any ſuch Manner, as may ſubj ect it to Execution, in caſe Judgment be had againſt 


them upon theic Policies. 


That at preſent there are one hundred Perſons of, a8 good Credit as are on 
the Exchange of London, who underwrite Policies of Aſſurance ; which ſhews, 
that the Pretence of Difficulties in gaining Inſutance is altogether Ground- 


leſs. 

That notwithſtanding the Experiment, which has been made under the Charter 
before-mentioned, yet the Senſe of the Bulk of the Traders was againſt this Ia- 
corporation ; and that the Number of Perſons, who, as pretended, firſt petitioned 
againſt the Charter, but have chang d their Opinions, ſince the Experiment made, 
was but Eleven at moſt. 3 | | | 


The Petitioners againſt the Chartet have alſo laid before me the ſeveral 
Afidavits and Papers following, and which are likewiſe hereto annexed, that 
is. to ſay, the Afidavits of Femes Mendes, George Tobias Guiſſuen, and Robert 


Aon, (now depending before your Majeſty in Council) bo give an Account of 


many Foreign luſurances made here in England; Foreigners being, as they believe, 
inceuraged to Inſure here from the Lowneſs of the Premium:, and the Goodneſs 
of the Security ; but that the introducing a new Method, and ſetting up a Corpo- 
ration for Inſurance, will, in their Opinion, Diſcourage Foreigners to make their 
Inſarance here, which will be a Prejudice to the Nation. 
(4.) The Affidavit of Jobs Barnard, Merchant, who Swears, That be has 
been cenverſant in the Buſineſs of Inſuring Ships and Merchandizes at Sea for 
fitteen Years and upwards. both as Aſſured and Inſurer ; and, there are about one 
- wer Perſons of very Good Repute, who Inſure Ships and Merchandizes at 
, and that the Buſineſs of Inſurance Has been carried on to the general Satis- 
faQion of Merchants, who have had Occaſion tobe luſured; and that Foreigners 
from almoſt all Parts of Europe have had continual Recourſe to the Inſurers of 
London, to be Inſured for very large Sums of Money, which he knows, becauſe 


de has frequently become Inſurer to Foreigners on Policies of Inſurance; where- 


on five, ten, and twenty thouſand Pounds and upwards have been Inſured in one 
Policy : And that in Time of Peace, he verily. believes the Premigms for Inſu- 
rance were: lower in London, than in any Part of Ezrope, having been ſo infor- 
med by his Correſpondents abroad, and Converſation here in London; and that 
he knows, : that at Cadiz (a Place of Great Trade) the Premiams on Exgliſb 
and Spaw/p Ships during the laſt Peace was frequently double the Præmium given 


here in London on the ſame Ships; and that his Partner thereto Inſure Engliſb and 
| San Ships has received Double the Præmium that was given in London on the 


me Ships, for which he the Deponent became Inſurer here; And further, That 
no Sums, which Exgliſ or F 2 Merchants have Oecaſion to Inſure, are too 
large for the luſurets to take at Reaſonable Prices, when timely Application is 


made for Inſurance. | And further, That he has heard, and does believe, that Fo- 


reigners have allowed their Correſpondents here a Premiam to Inſure the lnſu- 
rers, which, he believes, has been occaſioned by Foreigners not knowing the In- 
ſarers here, and that they can afford to give it, by reaſon of the Lawneſs of the 
Premizm: ; And that he does believe, that great Advantage has accrued to this 
Nation thereby, becauſe Loſſes have for many Years laſt paſt been ſo well paid, 
that the greateſt Part of the Prexminers, allowed for Inſuring the Inſurers, has 
been Profit to thoſe who have taken it, as he Believes ; And farther, That in Diſ- 
putes «bout Loſſes or Averages the Iaſarers are generally defirous to have them 
adjuſted by Arbitration, it being their Intereſt to do ſo, and that the Inſurers ve- 
ry often pay unreaſonable Demands, rather than ſuffer themſelves to be ſued, 
G.) The Affidavit of Jobs Bourne, who Swears, That he hath followed the 


* Employ of Procuriog inſurances to be made on Ships and Merchandize at Sea 


for twenty five Years laſt paſt and upwards : And that there is a very great Num- 
ber of Eminent Merchants, Traders of this City, and others, who on Applicati- 
on made to them, become Inſurers of Ships ana Merchandize, at low and mo- 
derate Rates, to the Satisfaction of the Aſſuted. And that it is very eaſy to pro- 
cure loſurances for the * Sums that are wanted to be Inſured on good 
Ships, by Perſons of good Repute, for Subſtance and Integrity, and with Readi- 
neſs and Diſpatch, ' And that he believes the Premizms or Rates of [nſuranceare 
lower in Londem, than in any other Parts of the Werld, becauſe he frequently 


oo large Sums to de inſured by Order from Foreign Parts, and on Foreiga 
Ships; 


And that Loſſes and Averages are for the moſt part very AGONY ge” 
x | N | Juited, 


. 


* 
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uſted, between the Aſſured and the Inſurers, and ſo well paid, that the bad 
brs made on that Occaſion are very inconſiderable, ia Proportion to the valt 
Sums [nſured in this City, which Amount to ſeveral Millions yearly, And fur- 
ther, That when Diſputes ariſe between the Aflared aud the [nſurers about Lolſ- 
ſes or Averages, the loſurers are generally very defirqus to leave the ſaid Di- 
- ſpates to the Arbitration of Perſons, to be indifferently Choſen between them. 
od this Deponent farther ſaith, That when the Aiſared are Reſolyed ib go to 
Law for Recovering their Demands, the Inſurers generally Offer the Aſſured, 
hat if he will bring his Action agaiaſt one Iuſurer, they will abide by the Iudg- 
ment that ſhall be given, and pay'thejr Money accordingly. And this is the Me- 
thod practiſed, but when the Aſſured is diſpoſed to multiply Actions, rather than 
Attain an amicable Satisfaction. | . | | 
(6.) The farther Affidavit of the ſaid Jobs Boxrne, wherein he Swears, That 
fince the Company of Mines Royal, c. have opened their Office at the Royal 
Exchange, London, he this Deponent, who keeps an Office at the laid Exchange, 
and acts as a Broker, in procuring Merchants and hers to Underwtite Policies 
of inſurance of Ships, and has done ſo for many Years laſt paſt, already finds 
ſeveral Iulurers of Good Reputation unwilling to underwrite Policies, as they 
uſed to do befare.the ſaid Company was ſet up; and that he verily believes, they 
will in further Proceſs of Time, if a Corporation ſhopld be Eſtabliſhed for loſur- 
154 ing Pies, ſears off that Buſineſs, not finding it worth their while to attend and fol- 
ow the ſame, x 


ed, which he has met with in his Buſineſs, except as aforeſaid. | 4 
([..) The Affidavit of Fobn Fletcher, 5 * ilſow, Fobn Boarne, Fobn Gre” 
ojes 


. (16.): The Afﬀdavit of Samael Butler, who Sweats, That within ſeren Months 
then laſt paſt or —— he had by Commiſlion «nd otherwiſe Bought ape Sold 
: Royal; the Mineral and Battery Works, for inſuring Ships and/Merchgndizes , a- 
. mounting to the Sum. of fifty. thouſand Pounds and; upwards ; and that the faid 
Stock is bought and ſold. in Exchange Alley, London, as commonly as other pub- 
lick, Stocks are; and that the ſaid Company keep Ttansſer Bocks at their Office, 
on the Royal Exchange; where they make Transfers of the ſaid. Stock, as Other 
_ Companies do, and that the ſaid Stack is dealt in, and Stock- jobbed in. Exchange 
Alley, in the lame manner, as other Stocks are. f | 
And (17.).the Certificate of Sir Fob» Fellows, and ten other Merchants of the Ci- 
2 of Landon, who in further Anſwer to the Certificate of Hamphry HMorric e, 
ſq; before-mention'd; do Certify, That notwithſtanding the many rich Ships, 
which have been lately taken and deſtroyed by the Pirates on the Coaſt of Africa, 
they had found many private Inſurers of good Reputation, ſtill, willing to luſure 
on the Ships then, and lately bound out on the. ſame Voyage at moderate Pre- 
. miums, in Proportion to the extraordinary Hazard, of the Voyage, wheredy they 
had been enabled to Carry on that Trade, 


B UT it has been further inſiſted on, in ſupport of the Petition againſt the Charters, 
That whatever Judgment may be made upon the Queſtion, concerning an Incor- 
poration for Inſurance of Ships and Merchandite, that yet, no Countenance ought 
to be ſhewn to the preſent Petition for — a Charter: : Fug 
it, 


Po 


— — — — 
— ——ß— 


takes no Notice. 


has deen produced either for ot againſt the preſent Petition. 
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Firſt. Becauſe they have preſumed to ſet up, and carry on this Undertaking, 


which is of ſuch great Conſequence, not only without the Authority of the Crown, 
but even in Defiance of your Majeſty's Authority, eſpecially, fiace the Reports of 


the Commiſſioners of Trade, and of the late Attorney, and Mr. Sollicicor Gene- 


ral, the latter of which have, as was urged, reported their Opinions to your Ma- 
jeſty againſt any ſuch Charter, and of all which Proceedings, the preſent Petition 


Secondly, That this Undertaking has been carried on, under Colour of "IMA 


Letters-Patents, whereby two ſeveral and diſtin Corporations were ereQed 


many Years ago, for the ſpecial Purpoſes mentioned in thoſe Letters-Patents ; 


'which Corporations, if exiſting, could not legally carry on the Bufinefs of luſurance, 


by Vertue of thoſe Letters-Patents ; but, that it is evident, that thoſe Corporations 


have long fince ceaſed, the leaſt Proof not having been offered to ſhew, that the 
Succeſſion has been continued according to the Ditections of the ſaid Charters : 


for which Reaſons they inſiſt, that the Proceedings of the Petitioners, under Co- 


lour of thoſe Charters, can't but be conſidered as the higheſt Preſumption aud 


Uſurpation. 


Thirdly, That in Conſequence of thoſe illegal Proceedings, all the Contracts 
and Policies which have been made by them, are ſo many Frauds upon the Per- 


ſons, with whom they have pretended to inſure, the Policies being entred into 


with both the ſuppoſed Corporations united together, and in the Corporate Names 
of both, and under both their common Seals ; whereas no two Corporations in 
being can legally unite and act as one Corporation, but by Authority of an AR 


of Parliament; but thoſe Policies being in the Name of two Corporations, not in 


being, are null and void, and are ſuch, on which the Perſon ſuppoſed to be inſured, 
tho? he has paid his Premizm, yet if compell'd to fue upon his Policy, is without 
Remedy, there being no ſuch Body corporate, as does pretend to inſure, or againſt 
whom any Suit can be commenced. +. 144 agg * 

Fourthly, That on the Face of this Petition, this Preſumption is carried higher, 
it being made to your Majeſty, not only in the Names of the two ſuppoſed Com- 
panies under the Charters aforeſaid, but ii added, Hud for Inſurance of Ships and 
Merchandize, and who pray a Charter to them in a Corporate Capacity, which 


© by Law cannot be granted, | 


Fifthly, That whatever Tranſactions have been had upon ſuch unjuſtifiable 


- Grounds, how plaufibly ſoever they may have been carried on hitherto, cannot, 
"for the Reaſons aforeſaid, intitle the Perfons who promote this Petition to your 


Royal Favour, *© | 

The fpid Petitioners inſiſt, That all theſe ObjeQions are made out from what 

They have alſo produced and read the Copies of the ſaid Reports 
of the Lords of Trade, and of the late Attorney General and Mr, Sol- 
licitor General, and rely on the following Words in the laſt mentioned Report; 
that is to ſay : And we are humbly of Opinion, That the making an Experiment in 
a Thing of this Nature, if it ſhould prove amiſs, would be of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to the Trade of this Nation. And that it ſo highly concerns Trade and Commerce, 
That it will be proper for the Conſideration of the Parliament, and therefore we can- 
not adviſe the erecting a Corporation for the inſuring Ships and Goods at Sea, againſt 


' © which there are ſo many and great Objectiont, eſpecially the Method now uſed being 


approved of both at Home and Abroad; And we are not able to determine of what 
e the erefting of ;another Corporation is London, with a Stock of @ Million 
of Money, may be to the Publick. P4 | 


IN REPLY, to what was offer'd on the ſecond Petition, it was faid ; That tho? 
the firſt Petition is drawn up in the Name of the two ſuppoſed Corporations, ye it 
is really the Petition of thoſe Merchants and others, who have carried on the Inſu- 
rance, for ought appears, to the general Satisfaction of thoſe concerned in Trade, 
for ſeyen Months laſt paſt, and from the Experience of which they inſiſt, That 
the Matter is now plac'd in a different Light, than when under Conſideration on- 
ly as Matter of Opinion, and before the Experiment was made; and therefore no 


- Miſtake in the Form of the Petition will preclude the Confideration of that which 


is really the Subſtance of the Petition, nor diminiſh the Merit of thoſe Perſons, 


who appear to be the Petitioners for a Charter. 


That there is no Ground to object the Danger of a Monopoly, from a Charter, 
not excluſive, either of any other Corporation, or of private Perſons ; and that 


| ſuch a Corporation will neceſſarily grow up, and at laſt end in a Monopoly, 


can't well be apprehended, becauſe the Difference of Opinion among Merchants 
touching the Advantage of ſuch a Corporation, preferable to the preſent Method, 
if thar continues, Will preſerve the Hon Method of Inſurance, for the Accom- 
modation of ſuch who ſhall ſtill chuſe and adhere'to the private Way of Inſurance : 


But that this Difference of Opinion, is a ſtrong Reaſon for granting ſuch a Char- 
ter, (ſince both Methods will thereby de preſerved, and @ great Body of able Mer- 


chants, 


3 ²˙ S 
chants, who approve ſuch an Incorporation, will thereby alſo be accommodated, 
and every Body left to his Election, in which Way he will inſure, 


. liament, upon a very large Capital Stock, even exclufive of other porations, 
muſt convince every Body, That no Monopoly will enſue, ſo long as ſome Per- 


* 


The Remedy, in Caſe of Loſs and Diſpute, will be the ſame againſt this, as all F 


That the a ary ge the Bank of Exglend, which is erected by AR of Par- 


ſons-are left to follow the ſame Employment; The Trade and Buſineſs of private 
Goldſmiths being ſtill preſerved, altho' He Publick in General and the Advantage 
of Trade is very much ſerved by the Inſtitution of the Corporation of the Bank; 
and the Nature of Inſurance being cenſidered, if it ſhould be found, That a Cor- 
poration ereQed for that Purpoſe ſhould, by proper Complyances at firſt, gain the 
greateſt Share of Inſurances to themſelves, yet if, from any Abuſes hereafter 
committed by them, the Merchant ſhould grow weary of that Method, ſo lon 
as, the Knowledge of Trade remains, the Knowledge of Inſurance mu 
o along with it, and it will be eaſy, to return to the preſent Method of private 
aſurance, if that of an Incorporation ſhould in Proceſs of Time be diſapproved. 
That *tis no Objection in a Matter of this Nature, That an Innovation is created, 
becauſe that is an ObjeQion to all Improvements in Matters wherein the Publick 
is concerned; Inſursnce of Ships and Merchandize is no new Matter, the Que- 
ſtion is only touching the Method for carrying it on ; and that the general State 
of Trade will be benefited, they inſiſt is evideng, as well from the Experience 
already had as from the Senſe of the Body of Traders, there being at the leaſt 
nine hundred conſiderable Merchants, who have either petitioned or certified i 


Favour of ſuch a Charter; but that the Oppoſition to it proceeds, chiefly, from the“ 


private Inſurers and Brokers. 


ether Corporations ; but that it is not denied, on the other Side, but that the Se- 
curity mult be better, which is the chief Concern to the Merchant, who is oblig'd 
to inſure; and that as the Inſufficiency of the Security in the preſent Method is 
the great Evil, no other Remedy can be adequate, but that of a Corporation, whoſe 
Fund will in all Events anſwer all Loſſes that ſhall happen. . 

That the Buſineſs of Inſurance, as a diſtin Employment in private Hands, is 
in it ſelf an innovation, the knowing and wary Traders themſelves being for- 
merly the only Inſurers : And as the Parliament in the 43 Eliz. and the 14 Car. 
2. found it neccflary to interpoſe for the regulating of luſurance, if Grievances 
appear from its pretent Condition, and an Improvement can be offer'd, there is 
yet the more Keaion 5. encourage ſuch Improvement from the Conſideration. of 
the preſent great Improvement, of Trade it elf, 


IN Anſwer to the Matters charged by the ſecond Petition on the Behaviour of 
the firſt Petitioners. | | * 

It was ſaid, That it was not incumbent on thoſe who produced the 
Charters under the Great Seal, to ſhew the Continuance of the Corpora- 
tion, which, from the Date of the Charters, could not be called obſolete ; 


the Continuance in all ſuch Caſes being to be preſum'd, if the contrary doth 


not appear; and tho' theſe Corporations were erected to ſpecial Purpoſes, yet that 


it was incident to every Corporation to give a Bond, or to enter into-a'Cove- 
- nant, and that a Policy of Inſurance was no more. than a ſpecial Covenant or s 


Bond with a ſpecial Condition. | 
However, That the preſent Application to your Majeſty for a Charter for this 
Purpoſe did demonſtrate, that they were far from inſiſting upon the Charters pro- 


duced as adequat to the Buſineſs of Inſurance ; but they did in(iſt, That they 


made uſe of thoſe Charters only in order to obtain an Experience of the Thing 
propoſed; and as no Fraud or Misbehaviour of any Kind was pretended to be laid 
to their Charge, during their Management in the Names of thoſe Incorporations, 
they humbly hope, that they ſhould not be under any Prejudice on that Ac- 


And as to the Opinions of the late Attorney General and Mr. Sollicitor Ge- 


neral, in the Concluſion of their Report to your Majeſty, touching this Matter, 


they anſwered, That the erecting Corporations, and granting Charters for thoſe 
Ends, was one of your Majeſty's undonbtcd Prerogatives, in all ſuch Caſes, which 


your Royal Wiſdom ſheuld judge proper. 


UPON the whole Matter, | am humbly of Opinion, That the TranſaQions 
which are before ſtated, to have been carried on for the {\nſurance of Ships and 


Merchandize, under Colour. or Pretence of the Charters aſoteſaid, and in the 


Names of the ſuppoſed Corporations, are Illegal and Unwartantable, and if 
drawn into Precedent, would be of dangerovs Conſequence'to the Poblick ; 


- thale Charters, being granted for the particular Ends ſpecified and limited there- 


in, not giving ſufficient Authority to the Corporations thereby erected, if they 
are exiſting, to carry n a Buſineſs or Employment of ſo publick a Nature, as 
that of Inſurance of Ships and Merchandize, and which is wholly foreign to the 


Deſigu of thoſe Incorporations. 
AND 


77 


| 


1 Pr 2 
a PR 1 + 
ay 
* 
: * 


n 
—_— . * 
5 * 


8 [ 48 ] : 
AND it not having been made appear to me, that thoſe Cc s, 
or either of them, ate now in Being, or that any the Perſahs, who 
pretend and claim to be Members of the ſame, are @uly choſen: of qualified 
to be Members of the ſaid Corporations, according to the-DireQions' of 
the Charters, or either of them; For theſe Reaſons, if your Majeſt be 
pleaſed, Writs of Scire facias may be brought for the r oy and 
cancelling the ſaid Charters, and alſo luformations in Nature of © Fant: 
againſt any Perſons who have and ſhall continue to M$ as in a corporate Capacity 
in the Name, or under Colour of the faid ſuppoſed Corporations, f. Either of 
them, for Inſoring of Ships and Merchandize : But 1 do humbly d your 
Majeſty, That it doth appear, that the Defign of the Petitioners fof # after, 
in making uſe of the ſaid old Charters, was to make the Experiment, laſaring 
Ships and Merchandize as a8 Corporation; and that they have carried on that 
Undertaking, tho' in that Reſpect without legal Authority, yet without any Com- 
plaint from the Perſons with whom they have made Inſurances, or any Objections 
to the Fairneſs of their 8 _—_—— | 
AS to the Matter chiefly conteſted betwiten the Parties, that i to fay, Whe- / 

ther it be fic for your Majeſty to grant a Chilirtef for ereQing 3 Corporation with 

a large Joint Stock, for Inſuring of Ships and Metchandize, that being à Matter of 

the greateſt Moment to the general Trade of /the Kingdom, deſerves the moſt 
| - mature Confideration : And it does appear, fhac luſurance of Ships and Mer« \ 
chandize being a publick and national Concern, has been, in ſume M-aſure, ut % 
A { der Regulations by two As of Parliament low in Force, the firſt made in the 


43. Elix. C. 12. the ſecond, in the 14,Car, 2. C. ay. 
got it is your Majeſty's undoubted Pretogutive, by Letters-Patevts under the + 
Great-Seal, if you ſhall think fit, to Crete Corporation fut the Ends defirey ; 
and I am humbly of Opinion, that ſuch 4 Corporation, not being made in any 
Manner excluſive of Others, and being gtanted under fuch 'Regulations as ate 
foitable to a Matter of ſo great Moment, may be of great Advantage to Trade; | 
but whether it is adviſable to ered hay Corporation with ſo large's Joint Stock, 
as is mentioned in the Petition, may deſerve particularly to be conſidered. 

All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your Majeftly's Royal Wiſdom, 

r N. LEacameas. 


A true Copy : Temple Stanyan. 


3 March, 1719. 
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To the K INGꝰs Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


| The humble Petition of the Perſons whoſe Names are here- 
unto ſubſeribed, in Behalf of themſelues and the other 
Subſcribers with them, towards raiſing a Fund for the In- 
france of Ships and Merchandize at Sea, 


Moſt bumnbly Sheweth, | | 
at the Merchants and Traders of the City of London, and other your Ma- 
I jeſty's Dominions, ſuſtain great Inconveniencies and Damages, for Want of 
" Perſons of Ability and Subſtance to make Inſurance of Ships and Goods at Sea; 
_. which might be prevented, if ſuch Inſurances were to be made by a Society of 
able Per ſons, appropriating a ſufficient Fund for that Purpoſe. 

' That in order thereto, yout Petitioners, and many other Perſons, have volun- 
tarily ſubſcribed a Joint Stock of one Million, one hundred and fifty two thou- 
ſand Pounds, to Aſſutre the Ships and Merchandize of ſuch Traders as thall 

chuſe to be inſur'd by them, and were the firſt that propoſed and undertook chis 
Method of lofarance, 3 Fe © 1 
That your Petitioners have for ſome Time cartied on the ſaid Buſineſs of [n- 
. Farance, to the great Eaſe and Satisfaction not only of the Merchants and 
Traders here, (as appears by Certificates under their Hands) but of thoſe of o- 
ther Nations, who trade and correſpond with your Majeſty's Subjects. And „ 
our Petitioners humbly apprehend, that the ſaid Undertaking will be more ef- 
eQually carried on, and much more tend to the great Eaſe and Security of the 
Merchants, Encouragement to Trade and Navigation, and Augmentation' of 
your Majeſty's Cuſtoms and Revenue, if your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleas'd 
to give it your Royal Favour and ProteQtion, by incorporating us-for that Pur. 
" f poſe; 


( 49 ] 


oſe, your Petitioners not Intendiog to obſtru& or prevent any other of yout 
Majoſty's Subjects in the ſaid Buſineſs of Aſſurance, 


Wheretore' your Petitioners humbly pray, that your Majeſty, for the Encou: . 


ragement and the more effectual carrying on the ſaid Undertaking, will be 
g:aciouſly pleaſed to grant your Royal Letters-Patents for incorporating 
your Petitioners, and ſuch others who have ſubſcribed to the Joint Stock, 
by ſuch Name, and with ſuch Powers, and under ſuch Rules and Regula- 
tions, as your Majeſty in your great Wiſdom ſhall be plesſed to direct. 

| And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Onſlow, Will. Dunſter. Jo. Hanbary. 
Jobs Williams, In. Emmett. Henry Marc b. 
John London, Geo. "Fackſon, Tho. Paniwell. 
Abr. Crepp. Tho, Newman, Fa, Phillips, 
Kand. Knipe. D. Rebow, Jobs Gaia 
uſtus Beck, Alen. Cairns. Wm, Aſtell. 
fam. Bradly. | 8 ä 
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At the Court at St. James, 
The 8th of January, 1719. 
PRESENT. | 


The KING"; moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. © 


U P ON reading, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord O»/low, and other Perſons whoſe Names ace thereunto 
ſubſcribed, in behalf of themſe]ves and the Subſcribers with them, towards railing, 
a Fund for the lo{urance of Ships and Merchandize at Sea " Ening forth, the 

reat Inconveniencies the Merchants and Traders ſuſtain for want of Perſons of 
Ability to Inſure Ships and Goods at Sea, and having a Fund appropriated for that 
Purpoſe; And the Petitioners having ſubſcribed: a Joint-Stock of 1152000 /, 
 andcarrycd on the ſaid Bufineſs of Inſurance to the Eaſe and e of the 

Merchants; Do therefore humbly prey his Majeſty would pleaſe to Incorporate. 
them (they not intending to ObſtruR any others of his Majeſty's Subjects from. 
the ſaid Buſineſs of Aſſurance) by ſuch Name, and with ſuch Powers, and under 
ſuch Rules and Regulations as his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to Direct: His Majeſty in 
Council taking the ſame into Conſideration, is pleaſed to Order, as it is hereby 
ordered, That the ſaid Petition (a Copy whereof is hereunto annexed) Be, 
and it is hereby Referred to his Majeſty's Attorney General to Examine the ſame, 
and Report his Opinion thereon to his Majeſty at this Board, 


A true Copy: Robert Hales. 
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Io the K ING's moſt Excellent Majeſty. ö 
| May it pleaſe your Majeſty, n 


| 1 N humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Council, wheteby I am com- 
manded to Examine the annexed Petition of the Right Honourable the Lord 


Onſiou and others, and to Report my Opinion thereou, I have acebrdingly exa- 
mined the ſaid Petition; which ſets forth, That the Merchants and Traders of the 


City of London, and other your Majeſty's Dominions, ſuſtain great Inconvenien- 
cies and Damages for want of Perſons of Avility and Subſtance to make Aſſurance 
of Ships and Goods at Sea, which might be prevented if ſuch Aſſurances were 
to be made by a Society of able Perſuns appropriating a ſufficient Fund for that 
po That in Order thereto your Petitioners and many other Perſons have 

oluntarily Subſcribed a Joint Stock of One Million ene hundred and fifty two 
thouſand Pounds, to Aſſure the Ships and Merchanoize of ſuch Traders as ſhall 


chaſe to be inſured by them, and were the firſt that propoſed and undertook this 


Method of Inſurance ; That the a4” have for ſome time carried ou Fr 


N 
N 


| RS 
faid Buſineſs of Inſurance, to the great Eaſe and Satisfaction, not only of the 
Merchants and Traders here (as appears by Certificates under their Hands) but of 


thoſe of other Nations, who Trade and Correlpond with your Majeſty's Subjects; 


and the Petitioners humbly apprehend, That the ſaid Undertaking will be 
mote effeQually carried on, and much more tend to the great Eaſe and Security 
of the Merchants Encouragement r and Augmentation 
of your Majeſty's Cuſtoms and Revenue, If your Majeſty will be Graciouſſy 
pleaſed to give it your Royal Favour and Protection, by Incorporating them for 
that Purpoſe, the Petitioners not — to Obſtru& or Prevent any other of 
your Majeſty's Sabjects in the ſaid Bufipeſs of Aſſurance. Wherefore the Peti- 
tioners humbly pray, That your Majeſty; for the Encouragement and more Ef. 
fectual carrying on the faid Undertaking, will be Graciouſly pleaſed to Grant your 
Royal Letters-Patents for Incorporating the Petitioners, and ſach others who 

have ſubſcribed to he ſaid Joint Stock, by ſach Nate, and with ſuch Powers, 
and under ſuch. Rules 
ſhall be pleaſed to Direct. e 

And there being 8 Caveat entred with me on behalf of divers Merchants and 
other Perſons, who follow the Employment of private Inſurers, defiring to be 


heard agaioſt any Charter for Inſuring Ships and Merchandize, I have accordingly 


heard all Parties by their Councel; And on behalf of the Petitioners, it has been 
alledged, That the preſent Petition to your Majeſty was occafioned by a Miſtake 
which they had fallen into in the Style and 7 of a form̃er Petition, humbly pre- 
ſented to your Majeſty, in the Name of the Goverrours, Aſſiſtants and Societies 
of the City of London, of and for the . — Royal, the Mineral and Battery 
Works, and for aſſuring Ships and Merchandize; and praying that the ſaid Go- 
| vernours, Aſſiſtants and Societies might be incorporated for the inſuring of Ships 
and Merchandize: On Examination of which Petition it was objected, That there 
was no ſuch Corpotation as the Governours, Aſſiſtants and Societies of the City 
of London, of and for the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery Works, and 
tor aſſuring Ships and Merchandize; And the Prayer thereof being for a Charter to 
the Petitioners in a e Capacity, Altho* your Majeſty ſhould think fit to 
Grant a Charter for the ſes aforeſaid, yet the Prayer of the ſaid Petition, as 
the ſame was framed, could not be comply'd with. MED: 
 _ Thatthe Perſons-who are now Petitioners to your Majeſty for the Charter afores 
ſaid, are the ſame Perſons who preferred the ſaid former Petition, tho” in a miſta- 
ken Form, and who with others have catried on the Bufineſs of Inſurance as 4 
Corporation, in Order to Prove and Confirm by Expetience the Uſefulneſs and 


Benefir chat ſuch un Incorporation will be of to the Trade of the Kingdom; And 


it does appear dy a Subſcription produced to me, a Copy whereof is annexed to 
my former Report to your Majeſty- on this Subject, That the preſent Petitioners 
with others have ſubſcribed One Million one hundred and fifty two thouſand 
Pounds 28 « Joint-Stock for the Purpoſes mentioned in their Petition. 


and Regulations as your Majeſty in your great Wiſdom 


% 


And the Petitioners having been fully heard as to the Merits of this upon the ö 


ſaid former Petition, crave leave to refer themſelyes to the Arguments then made 


Uſe of, and to the Memorials, Certificates and Affidavits then produced by them, 


in order to ſhew the Advantage of the Charter they now-Defire ; And do bumbly 


Inſiſt, That it does appear by the Petition formerly preferred to your Majeſty, 
whereon Reports have deen made by the Lords of Trade, and the late Attorney 


eneral, and Mr. Sollicitor General to your Majeſty,) That the preſent Petiti- 


oners or ſome of them were the firſt Promoters of this Method of Inſurance by a 
Corporation, which they Rely on as a Pretenſion to your Majeſty's Favour, if 
your Majeſty ſhall be Gracioufly pleaſed to Grant ſuch Letters-Patents as are 
thereby pray'd; And hope that no Miſtake in the Form of theix Proceedings ſhall 
Obſtru& your Rojal Favour to them, fince no Fraud has been pretended, nor a- 
ny Loſs to any Merchant who has inſured with them, nor any Complaint of their 
Behaviour in any Reſpe&, > 8 | 88 

The Councel for the private Inſurers have again inſiſted before me on the ſeye- 
ral Matters formerly objected to ſach an Incorporation, and which are fully ſta- 
ted in my former Report royour Majeſty, and crave leave to refer themſelves to 
the ſeveral Afﬀedavits, and other Papers thereto annexed, ee 

All which'is moſt bum iy ſubmittell to your Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom. 


r ere 
785 Ame Gopy: Temple Stanyan. 
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To the K ING's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petition of ſeveral of Dur Ma "7 's 1 Sub- 
_gedds, Morchants of 2 City of London, = * 


Sbetuetb, 4 


TH your Petitioners being ſenſible of the 2 and many other Advan- 

tages that accrue to Trade, by inſuring Ships and Merchandize in Corpora- 
tions, ang being themſelves a very conſiderable part of the Body of Merchants on 
the Exchange of London, and the Perſons that pay the + x for ſuch Inſutan- 
ces, have entred into a voluntary Subſcription, to raiſe Millions of Pounds 
Sterling, as a Joint Stock, to enable them to inſure their own Eſtates, and 
thoſe of other Merchants and Traders. * 


They therefore humbly pray your Majeſty, to grant them your moſt 
Letters-Patent, to incorporate — by Shs of The Merc baut Se- 
ciety for Inſuring Ships and Merchandize, with ſuch Powers and Re- 
ſtrictions therein contained, as to Your Majeſty, in your great Wiſdom, 
ſhall ſeem proper. | 


And your Petitioners, ard Duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Chetw 


ynd. 9.4 James Ruck, . Claude Dennaretz. 
liam Ch ** Abraham Hentell. Jobs Jones. 
acob Jarobſen. Ofwald Hontyn. Geo. Hammond. 
a. Radcliffe,  _ DA. Hernoult, obs Burton, 
Raymond, «© To. Guybon. 71. Selwin, . 
ofeph Eyle. Will. Dobſon. _ Rob. Finlay. 
obn Lambert. . Claude Fonnereas, _ George V of 
obert Cheſter. Will. Soley. . Peter Simond. 
is Johnſon.” Fobu Moore. Simon Le Blanc, 
Anrth. Lee, © Henry Gacnbier. Nicholas Gad(chall. 
ill. Bros g. Mobo. Furs. | Charles Le Porte. 
ohn Waftell. — Wright. .. Robert Atwood, 
ob Merry. Jus Leonard U Auville. Charles Olli. 
Heury Bowman. eremiah Elgar. - Tho, e. 
Will. Barwell. Jobs Mariente. obn We 
bn Farley. Charles Loxtier. obn Hays. 
711. Allen. _. Srephen Leiffiert. Ed. Fenwick, 
Jil. 3 James Eluril. GE. T. Guigner, 
aac Fernandes Newel, Tho. Leman. . Will. Ki 
ill. ck, J. Imbert. Benj. R 
Thomas Ward, Rich. Mrale. RO. 
F. Anguier, Geo. Dauſom. Hen. Iſaac. © 
Aark Weyland, Rob, Hunter. Geo. Ouchterlony. 
P. Parker, Ra. Knox. ames Dalbiac. 
Edwin Rawfters. 5. Raſhleigh. pur: Ml obn Hughes. 
William Rawftorn. B 7 Hes. Foubert. 
Will. Pheſaunt. David Le Queſue. Joſ. Gaſcoigue. 
Francis Cheſter. Henry Voght. enry Sam. Eyre. 
W. Thompſon. Jobn Eumley. | _ 
Jacob Mantons. Moſes Paterſon. | yen. 
K. Myre. Charles Fefferſon. Chrift, Foxley. 
obs Parſons, Hum. — Peter Gamnſſen. 
oſeph da Cort. Philip De Niſme & Comp. James Paine. 
obs Fenkins. 'rancis Ganſſen.  __ » Miſes Blaw. 
Alex. Forbes. ene Rauce. | Robert Biſbop. 
Jacob I ay wk Jaoſeph Keerb, ona; Fuller. 
Lewis & Alex. Mendes, Arthur Taylderi ames Fiſher, 
| Robert Boſftock. Peter Meyer, Edward Roune. 
W. Morley. | Peter Barrel. Samuel Stilemasn. 
Jobn Ant. Merle, Fobn Carter. D. Mitchell. 
Robe 1 | _ — Fobn Groſvenor. 
enry Guinand, oſes Raper. Anth. Malcher, 
Peter Bodkin., Francis Abr. Le Conte. 


H. Faure. 


Fra. Robinſon. 
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Tho; Gearing. John Batt& Comps: 
ohn Mitford, Jun. Tho, Savill. 
ohn Mennicont. Char, Gongh. a 
Fr. Da prot Du Charrnau. Jabn Baller. 
Nalin Paine. Sb = |, 
Tho. Tomkins. |, of. Windham. _. 
Fames Douglas, Tho. Thomas. 
Oadab Lande 11 ner THe.) *\ 
Hen. Reabourne, Frederick — 
obn Butler. Herman Olmius. 
obn Osborn. Cbriſtopher Schele. 


Jeſ. Goddard. 


Rob. Myré, Jun. Francis Salvador, Junior. 
J. Maſſe. 5575 _— Woe 
Fohn ull. | Foſep "RT 
John Blunt. ® Cha. 2 
Stephen Ram. Rich. Lindſey. 
Peter Seignoret. ob Tutt, 
A. Frederick Pigoũ. ames Dolliffe. 
Matth. Teſtas. David Be oingue. 
Jobn Cheeke. G. Paal. 
Francis March. William — 
Rob, Wright. Thomas Svelling. 
Rich, Abell. John Billers. 
' Philip Margas. Fohn Ma) nard. 
* Jobn Lloyd, Jun. Anthony da Certa. 
Frederick Fordis. Rich. Houulditch. 
Sol. Penny. Peter Genever. 
John Heron. Eliezer Loclton. 
Nicho, Lynch; _ Fa. Bandouin, 
Fer. Da Corea, Son. Rich. Hatton. 
Ed. Lombe. Nath. Barton. 
H. Cext. Fobn Toms. | 
B. Cabaac. David Lovegrove.. .  ' 
Sam. Remington. ohn Spackman. © 
William Miller. . Lewis Panthan,. 
Jona. Collet. 1 ob LO we. 
Ea. Bridgen. Richard Stevenſon. + 
obs Boucher. James Mallortee. . 
. Bodicoate. Geo. Thornbill. 
Benj. Mee. Henry Voght. + 
Henry Lyell. Tho, Wookvington. 
Vitte Facerdale. Will. Prince. 
Hitch ange. Jobn & Peter Cuxalet. 
Geo, Roberts. And. Hepegood. 
Fobn Burton. | Rich. Biker. 
Baynton, & Shaw. Will. Evans: 
Peter Cocqueel, for 5 ames Rouſſy. 
Fames Chamvel. ohn Peter Dabourg. | 
Rich, Turner, Jun. George Revey. 
Seth Groſvenor. Will. Mitchell. 
Vill. Dobree. Joſe Taylor. 
— Lermet. Fames Lock. | 
ley Woodbridge. Nath. Newnbam. 
Ed. Owen. Henry Erichz. | 
Henry Spencer. Nath. Gibbons. 
Nic bo. Rotfhanck. | Fames Gaultier. 
Clement Byebnt. . Revely. * 
Newport. 5 Charles Moliniere: 
Fohn Kellaway. Edmund Trott. 
Iſaac Bulfingb. William Chauncy. 
Charles Polſbill. Gabriel Tabonrdin. 
Samnel du Freſnay. Philip Meniconi. 
Noah de la Fontame. Fobn Dubourg. 
Paul. Andronuin. Tho. Atkinſon. 
Cornelius Pagenſteche. Pas Dan. Cheneviæ 
G 1 Paal Dafonr. 
H. ell. AM. Lacoze. 
Cha. E Es Phil: Hale. . 
Fobn ur. Jacob Cardaſſo, Jun. 
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For Mr. Moſes Hart, 

Lazarus Simon, 
Pet. Hambly. _ 
Tho. Reynolds. | 


Samuel Feriz. 


Fobn Edwards. 
David m_—_ | 


Rich. Mea 4 Jun: 


Daniel Hays. 
Fohu Blake. 


| Geo, Crowe. 


Jobn Collman. 
oh Childe. x 
obn Bodicoate, 

Nich. French. 

Lewis Laconde. 


Timothy Renottard, 


Robert Fackſon. 
Rich. Higginſon. 


Barbut. 


ohn B 5 
Ales N 


elin. 
Fran, Grimauder. 


* Chriſto, Barrow. 


John Chr. Sterman, 

Ed. Kiney Atkins. 

S. Godfrey. 

Tho, Horne, 

Iſaac Lejay. 

Voght, for © 
Mr. Job Glover. 
Jobn Saunders. * 
Fohn Couſſmaker. 
Gauen Naſh. © 
Edward Flower, for 
Benja. Hatley, £94. 
Matt. Raper,.”' 


Thom. I harbelle, for 
Carl. Goodfellow, _ 


Stephen Rieu; * 
Elias Lind, © 8 
Samnel Muller. Comp. 
Paul Lewis LaCanx, - 
Henry Revell.” | 


_ George Maſon. 


John Walker, 
Philip Vanden Enden. 
Robert Fitherby. 
Bennett Swayne. 
Rob, Sur mam. 

James Nute her. 
Jobn Martin. 
Gerard van Neth, 
Nicho. Cholwell, 
Hen. Bedell. © 


Hen Voguell. Comp. 

John 9 * 

Noel * e 

Jeſeph Daſſilua Sequeira 
by Order. | 5 

John Lloyd. 

Jobn Evereld. 

Tobias Eyſam. | 

Will. Hatton. 

A. Delande. 

Fohn Ruſſel. +4 

James Colebrook, * 

Daniel 
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Daniel Anthar. Thomas Mercer. Moſ. Machado. 

Geo, Pye. | James Lewis Borcbere. George — \ | 

Samuel Gampert. Alex. Hamilton, Samuel daCofta Alvarenga 

Tho. Woodward. Niob. Caldecott. | obn Lock. N27 

R. Hopkins. Thomas Bromſall. Fames Creed. 

Claude Famineas. Hlen. Gaultier. Will. Allen. 

Hen. Neal. | Jobn Linton. George Foulme, | 

— Richards. P. Monibras. = Abraham Iſrael Franco. 
illiam Snelling. Will. Sherwill. | James Ball, Jun. 

George Hatley. Tſaac Berthen. M. La Brane, 

Edward Flower, Jacob Henriques Ferriera, Fobn de Raffon. 

David Martin. Henry Norris. Richard Merry, 

Will. Smith, James Haller. Tho. Lombe. 

Peter Joſeph Migliorme. Zach. Foxall. Jobn Glover. 

Ri. Rawlmgs. John Caſwall. Jobn Bowles. 


James Molinier. Iſaac Desbordes. Henry Vanderſtegen. 
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At the Court at St. James's, 
The 8th of January, 1719. 
dan PRESENT Ca | 
The KING's moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council, 


PON reading, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of ſeveral Mer 
; chants of the City of London, and Others thereunto ſubſcribing, ſetting 
forth, That great Advantages will acrue to Trade, by Infuring Ships and Mer- 
chandize, and being moſt of them concerned in Paying Premio's for Inſurances 
have entered into a voluntarySubſcription to raiſe two Millions Sterling as a Joint 
Stock, to enable them ta Inſure both their own Eſtates, and thoſe of other Mer- 
chants and Traders; and humbly pra) his Majeſty's Royal Letters: Patents to in- 
corporate them for that Purpoſe, with ſuch Powers, and under ſuch Reſtrictions, 
as ſhall be thought meet: It is ordered by his N in Council, that the ſaid 
Petition (a Copy whereof is hereunto annexed) Be, and it is hereby Referred to 
dis Majeſty's Attorney General, to examine the ſame, and report his Opinion 
thereon to his Majeſty, at this Board, | 


A true Copy Robert Hales. 


tal. At. wy "AX. * * LA. 


= ; | . 

To the KING's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
1 N humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Council, whereby I am com- 

manded to examine the annexed Petition of the Lord Chetwynd, Sir William 
Chapman and others, and to report my Opinion to your Majeſty thereupon; I do 
molt humbly certify your Majeſty, that I have accordingly examined the ſaid Pe- 
tition, which ſets forth, That the Petitioners being ſenſible of the great Security, 
and many other Advantages that accrue to Trade, by Iofuring Ships and Mer- 
chandize in Corporations, and being themſelves a very conſiderable Part of the 
Body of Merchants on the Exchange of London, and the Perſons that pay the 
Premiums for ſuch Infurances, have entered into a voluntary Subſcription, to 
raiſe Two Millions of Pounds Sterling as a Joint Stock, to Enable them to In- 
ſure both their own Eſtates, and thoſe of other Merchants and Traders; they 
therefore hambly pray your Majeſty, to grant them your-moſt gracious Letters- 
Patents, to Incorporate them by the Name of The Merchants Society for Inſuring 
Ships and Merchandize, with ſuch Powers and Reſtrictions therein contained, as 
to your Majeſty, in your great Wiſdom, ſhall ſeem proper. | 

And I have been ſeveral times attended by Councel on Behalf of this Petition ; 
and have alſo, at the Deſire of private Inſurers, heard them by theic Councel againſt 


this Petition. 
Q Ard 
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And in Sappart of the Petition the ſame Arguments were repeated, to evincer 
the Uſefulneſſ and Advantage of #.Gotporation only regulated, tor Infurioy Ships 
4 \Merchandize,' is bad been made fe. off on Behalt of the Govesndurs, Af 
ants and Sosisties ot and for the Mines Royal, the Mineral and Battery 
Works, and for Inſuring Ships and Merebendize, with the like Anſwers therets, 
as has been made on that Occaſion; all which being already humbly reported to 
your Majeſty [forbear.the Repetition of them t this time: But it was further 
offered by . the Petitioners, That as they did not de ſire to be Incorphrated in a 
manner excluſive of others, ſo they did. t ofÞof the Granting a Chatter of the 
ſame Nature to My other Perſons that yout MAeſty ſhould thin fit, berauſe 1e 
Granting of to ſuch Corporations would, in theit Apprehenſion, be mate advance 
jous to T than any one could be, and Would &bviate all the Dangets which 
been fotmerly ſuggeſted, as likely to follow from the Granting ohe. 7 
That one Conſequence of ſuch Incorparſtioh with an 7 Sreutty was 
plain, That it muſt enable the Corporation to Inſure on cheaper Terms than pci 
vate lar ggulq, becauſe the Loſſes, that ould happen, muſt be mote 
born by the Members of the Corporation, than by any Number of private Inſu- 
ters joining in a Policy ; and if this would be the Conſequence of a ſingle Cor- 
poration erected For that Purpoſe, it would be much more To, if two ſuch Cor- 
. were erected on ſuitable Funds to the ſame Purpoſes, becauſe the ill Be- 
viour of one, in RelfeR, muſt .neceflarily fecommend tung other to the 
Choice of the Merehunt; Wich Conſifittaridd Nane would de à Means to keep 
— 8 propet Bounds, whereby the Ends of Trade would be better an- 
WEred, ' Ss 2 2 c 980 , 
That by the Inſtitution of two Tuch Bodies the Danger of a Monopoly was 
entirely prevented, and all or moſt of the Objections formerly made, in a great 
Meaſure anſwered. | | 


and are herewith ek — wy OG before. me, 


-1Ar ned by the-Lord C Sir H/illiam 
— The 4 ered hr d by t dremtyws, Sick Chaps 


n and Five. Hundred end I welve others, arid d rcember. 22, 1749, 


iv 

erein it is re 5 hat whereas it appears by Experience, that the Aſſuring of 

hips and Merchaty ize ut Sea pay. be carried on by 2 Joine Stock, with Aba. 
both to the Aſſurers and Afared ; In order r on ſo good 

30 (ek, I was agreed, that thn 2 bſcriptions be for T'wo Millions 
ounds Sterling for the faid Purpoſes : And they whoſe Names are hereafter 


 ſabſcri o agree to pay Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence per Cent. in M 
18 e a ecrpe of Two Shillings — Six Pence of — Mr. Seepben 
James Colebrook, (which Receipts were given lately by them for 


emer bleciptions) which, together, will make one Pound per Gove. and tis 
part of each hundred Pounds by them then ſubſcribed ; and the Bums ſo received 
were to be lodged in the Bank of Exgland. 5 
„Aud it is ſworn by the Afﬀidavit, of Richard Mar ſp, Gentleman, the 27th of 
* 19, Thar the Sum oF Millions of Pounds Sterling hath been 
fully ſubſcribed for Inſurance of Ships and Merchandize, as by the Book of the 
ſaid Subſcripticn appears; and that the Sum of one Pound Sterling per Cent. of 
the ſaid Sum, amounting to the Sum of twenty thouſand Pounds, hath been paid 


into the Hands of Sir William Ch 2 Sir Jacob gages; 4 — Per- 
1075 Peel | Err gers Sppointed h A genera the S ubſcribers 
Woche f Fan , in part o 2 abſcriptions. p ; 


2. The Certificate of Chlrles Foye, Sir Lambert Blackwell, Sir-Theodore Fanſ- 
ſex, and 80 other Merchants of the City of London, Who" cettify, That whe 
a Yybfetipeion for Two Miltivns'whs ately edmplekred For ap Ships 
elandite, and "the" Stibſcribers were endenvobting "tobe Tricorpotreted 
rier frötm Your 
Kt 


Ry, they Whoſe Nathes te" bndervvritten are if Opnmiön, 
Sacſerles'fo'Ffeotporattd, provided they deo det exclude private Fnſuters, 
Site for tte f, A ange, nd En cafe of the 'Prade' aud Navigation 
3. A Piper or Certificite, intttled, Neem: fovernt Mer chants ve the 
Hide —4 2700,00 l. for Fuftertng Sh 2 Frurriy, 
ie otherg, Arved Permios to b 28 6 — Hifmrmr e 
-Shiptavd Mercbaniize ; "which Piper is ſubſcribed by Sit Villtam Chapman, 725 3 
"Fatobſen, und 43 Others, WBO ſay, . That the Merctfants bf the City of Lemm, 
Hetttinto ſubſcribed, '(bding- of the Number 'of 'Merchanrs 


«whoſe Narhes ate Et g of the N 1 
½ Who heterofore fibferibed à Perftion to your Majeſty in Council, agiihſt a 
* Chiarter for Iaſuring Stifps and Merthandize, then peticioned for by ſeverat Fer- 
« ſons, who have fince Qed us a Society for Iufürtog 'Ships and 'Merchatidite 


_ rs long flute grurted for-other es) Hutnbty teptrefent, That 
«the ad N Nee 8e 2 'Chatrter ' fabſeribed by TargeNutn- 


55 


4% het of Perſons; of which very few were Merchants, it was rational to feat a 
% Mougpaly, or ſome other Difficulty on Trade might be intended or ariſe 
„ as being Petſons not particularly ititereſted in Trade, preferrable to 


ther 
6 their Iuteteſt as Iuſutets, which induced them to [gn a Petition againſt a Char- 


« ger, Which might difcog the thea Method of Infarance; without greater 
"© « Yecutity to the Laſured, have occurred the following Reaſons for theic 
« joining ia,a Petition for a Charter for Incorporating a large Number of Tra- 
© ders and Merchants, whoſe Iatereſt to encourage I rade is much greater than 
« that of Iuſurance, where the gteateſt Advantage cannot equal any Difficulty on 
their Trade. 1, That Societies of Mercham Incorporated (having a certain 
« Fund appropriated for Inſurance of Ships and Merchandize only} mult be pre- 
« ferrable to any private Perſon's Security, whoſe Engagements in Buſineſs they 
„ hed lately found fo extenſive, that, contrary to all Expedation, they have be- 
« come inſolvent, tho“ at the Time of their Under-writing Policies of Iuſurance 
« they were deemed Men of large Eſtates. 244, That fuch Accidents have in- 
« guced not only Foreign Merchants, but even the Sybſcribers ggaioſt à Charter, 
4 to inſure with the Perſons, (acting as & Society for Inforing) altho* they have 
« not a viſible Fund appropristed, nor give a legal Security. „That ſince 
the ſaid Society have atted as Infurers, Præmiamt have been fo reduced from 
«© what they were at the Beginning of the War, that they have little exceeded 
% what was given in Time of Peace. 4% %, That the Extent of the BufineG of 
« Inſurance will admit of two Societies for that Purpoſe, and thereby the Mono- 
© poly feared, or any Tendency thereto, avoided; and the Delays attending pri- 
« vate Offices (which often prove of fatal Conſequence) removed. | 


. ON the Part of the private Inſuters the fame QhjeRions were now alſo tene w- 
ed againſt any Incorporation for Inſurance, as had been made on the former Pe- 
_-_ ue that Purpole, which gre now lying before-your Maieſty in my former 
eports. | 
at it was further inſiſted on, That this Petition for @ ſœcond Iacorporation 
was obtained by Gollyfian with the former Petitiogers, and to give the Appea- 
xance and Colour of a more general Approbation of Traders for ſuch an Under- 
taking; but that if two ſuch Corporations ſhayld be etected, they would ſoon 
And Means to unite, notwithſtanding they are ſeparately Incorporated, and by ſuch 
2 Coaluion wonld become a Monopaly of more dangerous Conſequence; and 
tho? ſuch a Conſolidation could not be legally made, yet it wopld as effeQually be 
done by a private Agreement between themſelves. 
That the creating two ſuch Incorparations would not only be mare ous 
to Trade than one, but muſt draw a mach greater Inconvenieaceupon the Crown; 
becauſe if two ate Etected, and hey act unfairly, to the Oppreflion of the Mer- 
chant, it will become a Matter of Neceflity,.oppn the Crown to grant a third, or 
the Merchant is remedilefs ; and this being cartied on, as it myſt be is iminitum, 
it owes. on — — *. — 1 N | 
That this Struggle for a Charter ed plainly, e only Deſign was that 
of Stock: jobbing; becauſe if the — of Trade by an Inſurance on a Joint 
Stock, was the only Thing aim'd at, that might be as well done by a Partnerſbip 
4s by a Corporation. 

It was further objected, That tho' it was alledged in the Petitiqn, that Trade 
had ſuffered from the Want of Ability in the Inſurers, yet no Proof bad been 
made of that Fact, which was the only good Pretence that could be aſſigned for 

Erecting ſuch an Incorporation. 


And in Anſwer to the Reaſons given by the Merchants, ho formerly op- 


poled a Charter, and now appeared for it; annexed Paper, intitled, Azſwers 
2 Difſeating Merchants Regſons for altering their Opi hag laid Bu I 
-which ſays, That the Merchants of Loxdop and Brill oppoſing a Charter for 
Incotporating a Number of Perſons for Inſuting of Ships 5 55 etchandizes 
et humbly ve to anſwer the Reaſons given by Sir Villiam Chapman 

* othets in Writing, for their now becoming Petitioners to yqur Majeſty, for 
« ſach a Charter. as they before petitioned your Majeſty. not to grant to others. 

4 In their firſt Reafon they infinuate,. that Inſurers, who, at the Time of Un- 
der- writing Policies, were deemed Men of large ; Eſtates, haye lately been 
22328828 hn = Hos 
: ime of inin etition aga arter, there has not failed 
* one Perſon of any conbierable Note in the Buſine of Jaſuravce; and not- 
wichſtanding the many great Loſſes, which, ſinge that Time, have fallen on 

* the Itiſurers; by Pirates, Enemies and Stotms, Laſſes were never better 
than at preſent ; and it is queſtionad, Whether any Perſons, who have tub- 
= hg the aforeſaid Reaſons, haye ſaffered within that Ting by the Infolyengy 

orers. 


; « Their 
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Their ſecond Reaſon'is grounded on the firſt, and in it they fufinuate, That 
„Foreign Merchants and the Subſcribers againſt a Charter, (which Expreſſion 
: « ſeems to take in the whole) have been induced, by the Inſolvency ot Inſurers, 
. to infure with the Perſons, acting as a Society. Herein they are very far from 
- « ſetting: Facts in a ttue Light, as appears from this, That not only the Bulk 
% of | Foreign Inſurances are ſtill made with the private Inſurers, and ſome at 
„higher Premiums than the Company Infure for; but even: almoſt all the 
„ Gentlemen, who have ſubſcribed thoſe Reaſons, continue ſtill to make In- 
« -ſurances with private Inſurers as formerly; ſo that neither Foreign Merchants, 
«nor themſelves, have that il! Opinion, which they would perſuade me to enter- 
- & taiti of the Iuſurers. i 

4% Their third Reaſon is, That ſince the Company have acted as Inſurers, Præ- 
% 2iums have been ſo reduced from what they were at the Beginning of the 
« War, that they have little exceeded what was given in Time of Peace. To 
this tile Merchants anſwer, That Præmiums bear'a Proportion to the Dangers, 
«which are apprehended; and that at the breaking out of the War, the Spani- 
ard having many Ships of War at Sea, the Merchants and Inſurers did with 
. «Reaſon apprehend, That many Merchants Ships, eſpecially ſuch as were igno- 
« rant of the Rupture, and unprovided either for Fighting or Sailing, would fall 
„ into the Enemies Hands, which conſequently occafioned the Rite of Præmi- 
% An on ſuch Voyages, where the Ships were expoſed to theſe Hazards ; but 
.. «gs the Events ſhewed our Frights to be more than the real Danger, and the 
major Part of the Enemies Ships having been taken and deſtroyed by the hap- 
* Succeſs of your. Majeſty's Arms the Premiums naturally fell ; and thoſe 
« Gentlemen, who have ſubſcribed the Reaſons, know very well they did fall be- 
« fore the Company began to Inſure, and would have continued to fall, as the 
% Hazards: deereaſed, altho' the Company had never Infured. On the other 
„ hand, the Præmiums on ſome Voyages are much higher than when the Com- 
« pany opened, the Danger of Pirates being more in the African and Brazile 

„ Frade than formerly. + 5 | 
% Their fourth Reaſon is, That the Extent of the Buſineſs of Inſurance will 


E « admit of two Societies for that Purpoſe, and thereby the Monopoly feared, 


or any Tendency thereto, avoided ; and the Delays attending private Offices, 
- « which often prove of fatal Conſequence, removed: The Gentlemen here don't 
- <6. ſay; that the Buſineſs will admit of two Societies, and private Inſurers; and 
% it is very certain, that it will not; and that two Societies, Which at beſt will 
« be but two Shops, and may be managed as in effect to be but one, can be equal 
4 t the Method of Inſurance, which. has been practiſed with Applauſe for ſo ma- 
„ ny--Years; to the Increaſe of Trade, and drawing hither Inſurances from Fo- 
- 46. reign Parts, is a Suppofition ſo * 18 to Reaſon, that it's conceived to 
. requite nd Anſwer; aud as to the Delays now pretended to attend private 
„ Offices, the Merchants refer to theit Proofs, delivered to me, of the Diſ- 
« patch in ptivate Offices, and to the Liſt of ſubſtantial Merchants who inſure. 
„On the whole, the Merchants apprehend the Reaſons given by the Merchants 
« petitioning for a Charter, will not appear to be ſuch as could induce a Change 
„jn their Opinions, altho' the beſt they now think fit to offer; and humbly hope, 
« that what they ſet their Hands to whilſt they were diſintereſted Perſons, will 
« ſtand in ſull Force, and not be any thing weakned by what they advanced 
* now, when they are petitioning for their private Advantage, and ſearching 
for Reaſons to ſupport them in it. 8 


IN Reply it was ſaid, as well by the Councel for the preſent Petitioners, as for 
the former Petitioners for a Charter, That as their Petitions were ſeparate, ſo 
- were their Intentions as to all future Proceedings; and that to prevent any ſuch 
imaginary Colluſion and Coalition, as was ſuppoſed, in caſe your Majeſty ſhould 
be graciouſly pleaſed to ere& more Corporations than one of this Nature, They 
would ſubmit to any Penalties, even that of Forfeiting their Charters, in caſe a- 
ny ſuch Coalition ſhould be made. n | | 
And as to the ObjeQions, That the Application to your Majeſty was more 
" with a View for Stock-jobbing, than the Advantage of rade; it was anſwered, 
That no ſuch Deſigu could be teaſonably ſuggeſted, becauſe it appeared now, from 
the ſeveral Petitions, and the great Numbers of the moſt eminent Traders, who 
had either ſubfcribed, ot certified in Favour of ſuch a Charter, that the Weight of 
the Senſe of the beſt Merchants, who were moſt intereſted in Trade, was for ſuch 
4 Charter, and who could not be charged with ſo ſiniſter a View, as that of 
Stockyobbing, without giving up the Intereſt of Trade it ſelf, which was of more 
Conſtquence to them, than what could atiſe to them from the Advantage of Stock- 


Jobbing. , FS" WM. 


UPON 


.. * 
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UPON the whole Matter, Lam humbly of Opinion, That it does appear by the 
ſeveral Certificates and Memorials which have been made upon the Examination 
of the preſent Petition, that the Senſe of the'greater Part of the Merchants of the 
City of London, who have concerned themſelves on this Occaſion, is in Favour 
and Apprebation of ſuch an Incorporation a8 is pray'd; but, as no ſatisfactory 
Reaſon has been offered to me for Erecting ſuch an Incorporation upon ſo large a. 
Joint Stock, as is pray'd alſo in this Petition, the Ends of Trade Will, I think, 

be ſufficiently ſerved by à far leſs Joint Stock than is therein propoſed, in caſe, 
. your Maj«ty ſhould think fit that any ſach Charter ſhould be granted; and by a 

eduction of ſuch Joint Stock to a competent Sum, ſufficient only for the Purpoſes 
aforefaid of Inſurance, any Miſapplication, which might otherwiſe be made of 
ſuch Joint Stock to Purpoſes different from that of Inſurance of Ships and Mer- 
chandizes, and which may be of great Inconvenience to the Publick, will be pre- 
vented; but, if your Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to Ere& ſuch a Corpora- 
tion, under proper Regulations, I am humbly of Opinion, that it is by no Means 
adviſable to create two or more Corporations of that Nature. "a 

All whith is humbly ſubmitted to your Majeſty's Royal Wiſdom. 


7 Marth, 1719. — : 3 N. LECHMERE. 
| A true Copy: Temple Stanyan. 


To the KING*'s Moſt Excellent Majeſty, in Council. 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants, whoſe Names 
are here-under written, in Behalf of themſebves, and ma- 
ay others; . who have voluntarily ſubſtribed to a Joint 
Stock of One Million Sterling, for Inſuring Ships and 
 Merchanaizes, 9 


Moaſt Humbly Sheweth, © © | | 
S the Glory of the Engliſh Nation hath been more enhanced (ſince your 
Majeſty's happy Accefſion to the Throne) than by any your Royal Prede- 
ceſſors (as is moſt ae aro in giving Bounds to Europe by your conſum- 
mate Councils and victorious Arms; | | | 

There can be no room for Doubt of your Majeſty's Royal Intentions, for the 
next great Bleſſing to us, our Trade. 

And as it is certain, that the Riches of this Kingdom doth ſolely ariſe from 
that; ſo nothing can contribute to the Enlargement of it (ſo much) as by ſecu- 
ring the Shipping of the Merchants by an eafie and ſafe Inſurance. 

As nothing hath given a more fatal Stroke to it than the Misfortune of private 
Inſurers, who have not only been ruined themſelves, but the Inſured have ſuf- 
fered with them. | 

Therefore it cannot but be evident, that a Publick Office (founded upon a 
Charter from your Majeſty, with a ſufficient Stock) would not only prevent Loſ- 
ſes and Difappointments, but would effectually promote a more extenſive Traf- 
fick, than ever yet hath been, as well as augment your Majeſty's Revenues. 


That one of your Petitioners, Philip Helbut of London, Merchant, bei 

| the firſt that formed the ſaid Method of Inſurance, communicating his 
Deſigns to ſome Perſons; abuſed the Confidence placed in them, by un- 
juſtly 2 Subſcriptions for a Million or two; and are now before 
your Majeſty for your Royal Favour to them. 

Your Petitioners therefore having engaged themſelves by a Subſcription of one 
Millioa Sterling, humbly pray your Majeſty's great Goodneſs to them, in 
Granting your Royal Charter for the Parpoſes aforeſaid, under ſuch Re- 


gulations and ReſtriQions, as in your Princely Wiſdem ſhall think fit, 
and we ſhall ever pray, * 


Fobn Merrys. Benj. De La Fontaine, Iſaac Helbut, 
Benz. Pitt. Jobs Dubourg. Jus Duncomb. 
Jobn Broun. Gab. Lopez, Tim. Sutton. 
Daniel Burr. Samſon Gideon. 8. Miller. 
Thomas Clarke. Vin. de Laymeris. «Hl. Bradley. 


Chriſtopher Sebele. Will, Preſcott. n James Lance. Gu. 
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64-64-08 1 Arch 1 Rob. Alliſan. 
The. Bally. F. Shuckburgh. "Geo. Zouch. 
Deb, l Pos Crawley, © , Anthony Balan. 
The, Trenthfeild.” © Edward Rogers, Ces Crowe. 
"Rich. Morſog, een __ _. Charles Bundell. 
George eg © © © © rebar Saylder. , Nies. Jackſon. 
Sam Cooke. | Janes Edmundſon. ' Miles Cooke. 
Will Ward Tie. Hunſdon. _. William Nicoll. * 
Edw. Abbott, © \ m_ emblin, © Fonathan Ellis. 
Iſaac Afpley, Andrew Hege. William Brodkes, 
Jobn Fallartme.' len. Sparke. Nobert Cooke, 
The. Bird”  ' © Artbur Matthews,  . Josuas Cary. 
John Hus than. Jobs 2 Jun. Kicb. Haynes, 
Pas / Lewis La Canx,' Peter Nicholfon. Barn. Potter. 
P. Garden. © © Ewd. Zouch, Jun. . The. Tracey. 
Sam. Phithys.* * Kober Ruſſell, Reginald Sumpner. 
Will. Satehwell.. _ | Jobn James Zamboni. Will. Overman. 
Jobi Burton, Ben. da Coſta. © 
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Th K IV Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 
GAN EL. WIS! 2 ain 5 


| U PON Reading, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of ſeveral Mer- 
chants, whoſe Names ate thereto ſubſcribed, in Behalf of themſelves and 
many others, who have voluntarily ſubſcribed to a Joint Stock of one Million 
Sterlin r Inſuring Ships and 
— Ne to l te them for carrying ou the ſaid Un 
red by dis Majeſty in Council, That the laid Petition (a Copy whereof is 
hereuhte unnered) be; and it is hereby referred to his Majeſty's Attorney General 
to examine the ſame, and report his Opinion thereon to his Majeſty, at this 
dard. maenner | | ; 
men Ahe vic d . A ru? Copy: Robert Hales, 
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Is the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
MUD DIR 4» 44 * a 1 


inne Dat i£/ 23) -\ 
% it pleaſe, Nar Majeſty, %% d den 
N humble- Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Council, whereby I am 
commanded to examine the annexed Petition of Fohby Merrys, George Pye 
and Others, god o report my Opinion to your Majeſty thereupon ; I do moſt 
humbly certify your Majeſty, That I have accordingly examin'd the faid Petition, 
Which ſets forth, That as the Glory of the Ezgl;fp Nation hath been more en- 
hanged; (inge your Majeſty's happy Acceflion to the Throne) than by any your 
Royal Predeceſſors, as is moſt perſpicuous, in giving Bounds to Exrope by your 
conummste Coancil and vifttorious Arms, there can be no Room for Doubt 
of i your. Majeſty's Royal Intentiups for the next great Bleſſing to us, cur Trade,; 
Aud as: lis ertain, that the Riches of this Kingdom doth ſolely erife from that, 
ſo-noghing dan (Copuibute to the Entargement of it ſo much, as by ſecuring the 
Shipping of the Merchants by an eaſy and ſafe Inſurance ;- And as nothing hath 
given a more fatal Stroke to it, than the Misfortune of private Infurers, who 
have not only been ruined themſelves, but the Inſured have ſuffered with them; 


therefore it. dannot bus be evident, that à publick"Office, founded upon a Char- 


ter from your..Mayeſty, with a ſufficient Stock, would not only prevent Loſſes 
and Diſappointments, but would effeQually promote a more extenſive Traffick 
than ever yen hath deen, as well as augment” your Majeſty's Revenues; That 


ug of the Petitioners, Philip Helbut, of London, Merchant, being the = that 
f | re ormed 


83 


erchandizes, humbly. praying his Majeſty's 
rtaking; It is 
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fotmed the ſaid Method of Inſurance, communicating bis Deſigus to ſome Per- 
ſons, abuſed the Confidence placed in them, by unjuſtly procuring Subſcriptions 
for a Million or two, and are now before your Naschy for your Royal Pa- 
vour to them. The Petitioners, therefore, having engaged themſelves by a Sub- 
ſcription of one Million Serligg, humbly pray your Majeſty's great Gooduels to 
them, in granting your Royal Charter for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, under ſuch 


Regulations and Reſtrictions, as in your Princely Wiſdom ſhall think fit. | 


And to maintain the Allegations of the ſaid Petition, the Memorial of A- 
braham Burnet and five Others, who ſtile themſelves the Committee of Managers 
of the Subſcription mention'd in the Petition, has been laid before me, and is 
atteſted by the Affidavit of Philip Helbur, alſo hereto annexed ; which Memo- 
tial ſets forth, That Philip Heibat, of London, Merchant, ſome time ſince pre- 
pared,a Book for taking in Subſcriptions cowards railing the Sum of one Million 
Sterling, for Aſſuring of Ships and Merchandize ; and when the ſame was fo 
prepared, he applied himſelf to Mr. Stephen Ram, of London, Gold(mith, and 
acquainted him therewith, and that he ſhould have occaſion for a ſubſtantial 


. Goldſmith to receive the Money to be paid on the ſaid Subſcription; who te- 


plied, He would receive the ſame, and be very juſt to the ſaid #e/bxz, or to that 
effect; and on that Encouragement, the ſaid Helbut depoſited the ſaid Book 
with him the ſaid Ram, and gave Notice thereof to moſt Gentlemen relorting 
to the Exchange, and other (obſtantial Perſons, aud was preſent from time to 
time at their ſubſcribing ; and the ſaid Book, on his Requeſt, was delivered to 
him til! Eight bundred thouſand pounds, or thereabouts, was ſubſcribed ; and 
then he going, as uſual, to inſpe& and peruſe the ſaid Book, he was, to his 
great Surprize, denied a Sight thereof by Mr. Ram, and was told by him, that 
the ſaid Book was ſealed up: The ſaid Hfeibat enquiring by whoſe Order, the 
ſaid Ram made little or no Reply; but the ſaid Ram tinding by the Readineſs of 
the Subſcribers, that the Undertaking was approved, without the ſaid Helbat's 
Privity, prepared a new Book, and transferr'd into it ouly ſome of the Subſcri - 
bers to Helbut's Book, leaving out ſome, and adding others, at his own Plea- 
ſure, excluding the ſaid Heilbut the Liberty of ſubſcribing for himſelf or Friends, 
or having any certain Return for his Pains in the ſaid Affair, tho' the ſame had 
been attended with ſome confiderable Expence to him. That ſome time after 
the ſaid Helbat finding himſelf fo impoſed on by the ſaid Ram, in order to do 


bimſetf and his Friends what Juſtice lay in his Power, did prepare à new Book 


for taking in Subſcriptions towards raiſing another Joint Stock of one Million 
Sterling for Inſuring Ships and Merchandize, and depoſited the ſame with Mr. 
Charles Shales, i Goldſinith in Lombard-ſtreet, Landon, of which publick Notice 
was given, and the ſaid Sum was immediately ſubſcribed for, and 2.5, 6 4. per 
Cent. paid as'a Depoſit in to the ſaid Mr. Shales... That a Petition of the Sub- 
ſcribers laſt mensioned has been preſented to your Majeſty in Council, who, at- 
ter reading the ſame, was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to refer the Conſideration 
thereof to me, as by the Copy of the ſaid Petition, and Order of Referrence 
annexed, appears; That at a general Meeting of the ſaid laſt mentioned Sub- 
ſeribers, the Petitioners or Memorialiſts wete elected and named Managers for 
this new Undertaking; they therefore pray'd a Day might be ſet for their being 
heard by Councel before me. 


And by the further Affidavit of the ſaid Philip Helbut, it is ſworn, That he 


— 


did, on or about the latter End of Augaſt laſt, deliver a Book formed by him, 
for Inſurance of Ships and Merchandize, as in his Petition to your Majeſty, and 
now referred to me, is mentioned, to Mr. Stephen Ram, Goldſmith in Lombard- 
freer, upon his the ſaid Ram's ſolemn Promiſe and A ſſurance to him the ſaid 
Deponent, that he ſhould be at Liberty to ſubſcribe one hundred thouſand. 
Pounds, or what Sam he pleaſed, for himſelf and Friends; and the ſaid Ram 
asking the ſaid Deponent what he did ezpect beſides, he anſwered, one Shilling per 
Cent. on which Kam replied, none of the Subſcribers would be agaiuſt it, cou- 
fidering the many Months Pains the Deponent had, before be could bring it to 
beat, and that no Body ſhould ſubſcribe thereto, but with the Privity and Con- 
fent of the Deponent; and that he ſhould have the ſaid Book from time to 
time delivered to him at Demand; which Book the ſaid Mr. Ram did according- 
ly deliver to the Deponent for ſome time, till Eight hundred thouſand Pounds, 
or thereabouts, was ſubſcribed ; twenty thouſand Pounds whereof, and upwards, 
the Deponent had engaged to deliver to ſuch of his Friends as he had ſtipulated 
with for that Purpoſe. And he further ſwears, That about two Months ago 
(8 after ſuch Subſcriptions were taken as aforeſaid) he applied himſelf __ 
aid Mr. Ram, to have the ſaid Book delivered to him the Deponent, in ordec 
to compleat the Remainder of the ſaid Subſcription, when, to his great Sucprize, 
the ſaid Ram made ſeveral frivolous Excuſes to put off the Deponent from te- 
ceiving the ſaid Book, and told him, among other things, He had other Affairs 
on his Hands, and refaſed to deliver him the ſaid Book, and hath — the 
| ame 
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ſame evet ſince from the Deponent. And further, that the ſaid Ram, fome Days 
after his Refuſal to deliver the ſaid Book to the Deponent as aforeſaid, cauſed a 
new Book of Subſcription to be made, (in the ſame or the like Method the 
Deponent had firſt formed his Book as aforeſaid) for taking Subſcriptions for 
twelve hundred thouſand Pounds; and therein, without the Conſent and Appro- 


' bation of the Deponent, transferred, or permitted to ſubſcribe ſuch only of the 


Subſcribers. to the Deponent's Book, aud for ſuch Sums as he the ſaid Ram 


thought fit, and then ſet up that new formed Book, againſt the original Book 


formed by the Deponent, and ſigned by the Subſcribers therein with their owa 
Hands, or Agents for them; and allowed ſeveral” of the Subſcribers to the ori- 
inal Book, no more than a fifth or tenth Part of the Sums they had therein 


'fabſcribed, as would more plainly appear by the ſaid two ſeveral Books, when 


they ſhonld be produced, and to which the Deponent referr'd. And he further 


' ſwears, That after the ſaid Mr, Ram had ſo concealed the ſaid original Book, 


and made out ſuch new Book as aforeſaid, the Subſcribers in the original Book 
made a general Clamour and Complaint on and about the Royal Exchange a- 
gainſt the Deponent, as if he had been in Confederacy with the ſaid Ram, in 


order to defraud them of the Benefit of their original Subſcriptions, though the 


Deponent did poſitively depoſe and affirm, that the ſaid new Book was made 
without the Privity or Conſent of the Deponent, and that he is wholly debarred 
and deprived thereof, by Reaſon whereof he bad already paid, and was (till to 

y, ſeveral Sums of Money Difference to divers Perſons, for want of his ſaid 

k, and the Liberty of letting ſome Perſons have their firſt Subſcriptions and 
ſuch further Subſcriptions as he had agreed and contracted for, 

The Petitioners have alſo laid before me the annex'd Certificate of Edward 
Crull and ſix others, who ſay, That upon Notice to them given in or about the 
Month of Azgnft laſt, by Philip Helbat, of London, Merchant, That he had 
prepared and depoſited with Stephen Ram, of Lombard-ſtreet, London, Gold- 
ſmith, a Book for taking in Subſcriptions, towards raifing one Million for In- 
ſur ing Ships and Merchandize, did ſeverally apply to the faid Kaw, to ſubſcribe 
in the ſajd Book, and did ſubſcribe therein the Sums or Shares mentioned againſt 
their reſpeQive Names in the Column, N“ 1. and were ready to have paid in 
to the ſaid Mr. Ram the Sum of two Shillings and Sixpence per Cent. required 
as a Depoſit on the ſaid Subſcription ; And that when the ſaid Ram found the 


Undertaking likely to ſucceed, and the ſaid Subſcription would be filled; did 


appropriate the Benefit to himſelf, and excluded the ſaid Philip Helbat, whoſe 
Right it was, from obliging them with the Sams they had ſubſcribed for; And 
that the ſaid Ram did alfo, when he found the ſaid Undertaking ſo went on with 
Saccelſs, and that the ſeveral Sams or Shares by them ſubſcribed for, were likely 
to bear a Price and Advance to a Præmium, take from them their Right, and 
inſtead of allowing or giving them the reſpeQive Sams or Shares by them ſub- 
ſcribed for, did (contrary to all Equity and Juſtice) prepare and form another 
Book, and therein did allow and allot to them only the Sams or Shares menti- 
oned againſt their reſpeQive Names in the Column, N® 2. and wholly excluded 
the ſaid Helbut, notwithſtanding the ſaid Subſcription or Project was formed 
and defigned by him; and that the ſaid Ram, to countenance his unjuſt Proceed- 
ings, and to take off and evade the Right and Pretenſion of the ſaid Helbut, had 


ſince joined with Mr. Colebrooke and Others: All which they were ready to 
teſtify on Qath, if Occaſion requir'd. 


And the Petitioners alſo alledge, That a Subſerſption was made by the Lord 
Holderneſi, Conyers Darcy, Eſq; and Fourfcore Others, for a Sum of one 
Million Scerling, (a Copy whereof is alſo hereto annexed) whereby the Perſons 
whoſe Names are thereto ſubſcribed, do declare, That being willing to engage 
themſelves in a Subſcription of one Million Seerling for Inſurance of Ships and 
Merchandize, under ſuch Regulations and Reſtriions as your Majeſty ſhould 
think fit to grant them, by yuur Royal Charter for that Purpoſe ; they did there- 
by engage themſelves ſeverally, one to another, to pay the ſeveral Sums ſet 
down againſt their reſpeQive Names, if there ſhould be Occafion ; and in the 
mean Time to pay one Pound per Cent. as a Depoſit into the Hands of Mr. 


Charles Shales in Lombard-ſftreet, Goldſmith, and to make up the ſame, upon 


obtaining ſuch Charter as aforeſaid, ten Pounds per Cent. 

And by an Affidavit annexed to the Copy of the ſaid Subſcription, it is ſworn 
by Thomas Minors, That he tranſcribed the Copy of the Perſons Names and 
Sams ſubſcribed, from the Receipt-Book of the Snbſcription-Money, in the 


Cuftody of Mr. Charles Shales, of Lombard-ſtreet, Goldſmith, which was com- 
pared with the original Subſcription-Book, now in the Poſſeſſion of the Clerk 
to the Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Commons; and that he doth 
believe the ſame to be a true Copy thereof. 

As to the Prayer of the Petition, that is to ſay, That your Majeſty would 
be gracioully pleaſed to grant them your Royal Charter for the Purpoſes afore- 
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ud, the Couneel for the Petitioners have inſiſted ou the ſame Arguments, to prove 
the Publick Benefit thereof as had been formerly us'd for that Purpoſe; and to 
ſhew the Inſufficiency of the peſent Merhod, by private Inſurers, they have laid 
defore me the Certificare'annex'd, of Jacob Cobend Azevedo Merchant, atteſted 
dy the Affidayit of Richard Clarke, who certifies; That the under tyritten private 
Infurers and Office-Keepers (in Nambet Sixty Two) haye failed to his Know- 
ledge, and that ſeveral Perſons his principal Friends and Acquaintance have loft 
very confiderable Sums of Money by them, and have greatly (atfer'd by the De- 


i 


pendunice and Truſt they put on their Aſſutance, 
ey AND do farther moſt hymbly certify our Majefty, That I have been attended 


by Councel, on Behalf of the ſaid Stephen Ram, who have laid before me the fol- 
lowing Affdsvits. Wor] 

t. The Afffdavit of the ſaid Stephen R] who wears, That Philip Helbut, who 
goes for a Few, aud acts 'as Broker in Extbange Alley, (the Deponent having 
ifnployed him as ſuch ſevetal Times) in or about the Month of September laſt; 
7 the Deponent temembers, came to the Deponent in the Name of Sit Jobs 

ambert, and brought to the Deponeut à Paper Book, and acqusinted him that 
Sir Jobn Lambert had de fitted him, the Depbnent, to take the Trouble of recei- 
ving Subſcriptions therein; Aud that Sfr Je Lambert wogld encourage the 

Undertaking, or to that Effe& ; But as Sit Jobi 3 not to ſigu the 
ſame, the ſais Book was laid by, and nothitig was done wy about a Month or more; 
That ſome 'Time'afterwards' Mr. Lambert, San of the taid Sit Job Lambert, 
cutne to the Deponent, and Askt for the ſuid Bonk, and ehtred therein for his Fa- 
ther Ten Thoufand Pounds, and the Tike dum for hiifſeff{ which Beginning 6c- 


cifioned-othety io NF ere the ſaid Mr. Lambert ſet down the Names o 


1 


ſeveral other Perſons theteſn;*fot! ——ů by the ſaſd Book appears, Where: 
the hole umôunted t One r oney was paid in to the De- 
nent; on #hythe Sucbrtheteſn mention: The ſaid Mr/Lahnberr, who ſupleribes 
for bis Father; Who was the Arſt Promoter of the Stbſbrſptibn, not thinking fic 
to pay any ; for the whole 'Defigh' pf taking the Subſcription Was any to make an 
Experiment;' Whether thete were People guoueh ſufficſent for che Eucouraging it 
aud therefore had no Ordets to receive ãhy Monty off that Account » And there 
being many Sthck· Jobber and Brokers; that were there efitted for large” Sums; 
a by che ſaid Beek appears} the ſaid” Lambert aud -Feverat other Merchants 
-of Value concerned therein objected thereto and it being alledged, That ſeveral. E- 
minent Metehants had deſired to be concerned, - the ſaid Deponent had Directi- 
ons to take de wi in writing, in 4 Sheet or Two of Peper the Names and Sums 
of s many ad were willing to fubſeribe further, in daſt the Gengleen con- 
cern'd ſhould think it proper to enlarge the ſaid Subſcription; which the Depy=! 
nent accordingly -did 5 And upon 1 View of me whote Subſcription; k was 
thWoght proper te chuſe out of both Papers, a fufficient Number of valuable Men, 
and ſuch as would give a Credit to the ſaid Undertaking, which was accordingly done 
And a Book wis prepared by: Mr. MVillium Hmieb, one of the pteſent Munagers 


with a proper Inttoduction to ſuch intended Subſeription, drawn up and entred 


in me ſaid Book; and by an Advertiſement” in The daily Courant; of the 18th of 
Nou 1719, Notice' was given to the Gentlemen concerned to repair to Garra- 
2 Coffee. Hoſe, to ſublcribe thereto; aud pay Two Shillings-and Si Perice per 
6. in Patt thereof, or to that . hd it is further worn, That accor- 

ene tnlade vt Garrum 
was no other wiſe ſutereſted im Tuch new Sabſeriprion, thun as u Subſcrider there 
to, and #9 the tppointed Receiver df Two Shiltmgs and Sir Pente per Cem. of 
the gSum there ſuhſeribed. Aid # is futther Worn, That the ſaid Philip Helbut 
applying himſelf to the ſaid. Depbnent, to de admitted” to ſubſeribe theteto, the 
Deponent acquaimted him, That the Gentlemen concerned endeavenred to avoid 
Stock- Jobbers atid Brokers, and to: admit af gone but Merchants or valuable Per- 
ſons, that might pive Credit to the Undertaking, or to 'thir effect; but on his Re- 
veſt, the Deponent did igterpoſe in his Behalf, and thereupon the ſaid Philip: 
bs, was wtinſted tu, and e did, ſubſctibe t the ſaid Cn 
taken-at Garraway's Coffee-Hotiſe as ato efaid" itt his own Name, the Sum of Two 
Fhouſand Pounds, and did fikewiſe: ſubſeribe therero- for hs Friends ſevetal 
Thouſand Pounde us by the ſad Subſcriptioti'Book appears, contrary to the Oath 
be the ſaid Philip Helbut hath made, as the Deponent was inform'd, that he was 
excluded the Liberty of ſubſcribing for Himſelf or Friends. And it is further 
ſworn, That there — a Subſcription ſet on foot oy Seal eminent Merchants, 
for a Fund of Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds, for inſuring Ships and Mer- 
chandize, to bo taken at Mr. Clebrvoł's; Propoſals were made for uniting the 
ſaid two Subſcriprions, and By te Managers on each Side choſen for that Pur- 
„the ſame was effected; and-a new 'Sabſcription agreed to be entred into, 
for Two Millions Sterling, at the Marize Coffee -Houſe in Birtben- Lare; and 
One Pound per Cent. agreed to be —_ fach Subſcription, including the _ 
n * Sdil- 


array Coffee -Heuſe bat the Deponent 


17 
* 
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Nu and (ix Pence per Cent. paid. ejther to che een, or the 6 Mes 
Colebrooke, and that a Petition ſhould be reſents to your Maj 2 for a Ch 
and Incorporation ; which Petition haviog ſigved and preſented, the bas, 
by Order of your Majeſty in Councy, Je or ol to me. And 8 2 Was further 
Sworn, That be the Deponent, Stephen Ram, is no other wiſe intereſted in the ſaid 
| laſt mentioned Joint Subſcription than a Subſcriber mide An ther 
Sworn, That the ſaid Philip Helbue, hav ing e himſelf ts the 11 to 
endeavour to engage the Gentlemen concerned in the Mansging the ſaid. Sub-, 
ſeription, to give him ſomething for the Trouble he pretended to 22 been at, the 
Deponent promiſed ſo to do; but being ſometime after informed, that the ſaid 
Philip Helbus had engaged | himfelf in the- Subſcription taking at Mr. Sates's, the 
Deponent taxt the ſaid: Philip Helbge therewith, and told him, ſuch Proceedings 
would defeat any Expectation he might have from the Gentlemen for his Trog- 
ble; or to that Effect. Upon which, he poſitively denyed he knew of, or was a- 
ny. Way concerned therein. And it is further Sworn, , the ſaid Phil; lip Hels. 
bus owning to the Deponent, that he was a in the ſaid Subſcription taken 
Mr. Ahaler's endeayonred to excuſe himſelf, ſaying, he had a Wife and à great 
122 e of Children, and ſo was ob! oney; or to that Effect. And 
bf ey 75 25 — 4 never made 


$1 Nee old the ſaid Phitip Hell 
v 22 worn the ent never t ip Helbut 
w be at 7 to Subſcribe any Sum for himſelf and F — and 
25 Id n thereto but 5 his Peivity ; and that the | 
wing goided oc directed by him ig tbe ſaid Subſcription, 
Brokers and Stock» Jobhers rn brought to Weide, 
Agreement with the ſaid Hellut — 


to have, but always referred bim 10 oh concer 
LT look? 1255 upon him as 4 Neſlenger on y therein; the Methad 
28 N. eee at the Exchange, 
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ET 5 
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and: Merchandize; the Sum Te 
: 1 57 ip E nlp 7 ad ee I Moy ry 
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and paid 85 EE 
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Worts 7 rm Tn of e him Ges», 
ion-#þ Faria Gace! s Subſcriptign. 
akon hy * Charies . TE Ships and Mer 
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2 or 2 g Slows Ares did at — 
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kocwing the age of ſuch hat ae onde the ſrid Golan e 


4 


12 rn e Ah hor, Dae 
| 5 n (the Ferſon ſaid to he 
—— — was Wren for ſame: other purpoſe. 
n Gear tans ls: 


winch = 


and gt o 1 Endo 
as Effect. 


bre. -pRan: 1 
at he anſti marcrial Croam- . 
— „Rama eihest; and tha 
n bas aanmed ta che 

% 0. 
We 580 4 500 
And 
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And as to the Prayer of the Petition touching the Incorporation, the ſame being 
under'your Majeſty's N upon former Petitions, whereon my Reports 
have been made to 5 Majeſty, I preſume moſt humbly to refer thereto. 

| All whi A Fes fare Mae's 5 Roy! Wiſdom. 
Aﬀarch 9. a, 


N. Lecumere: 
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To the Right „* Nicholas 8 Eſq; 


His Majeſty's Attorney General, and Chancellor of 
the Dutchy of Lancaſter. 


The humble Petition of Vs whoſe Names are jubfrites, in 
W 7 our Ae ond theryy, s 


| 


COT Links, Merchant, Genen * Book 
7 ions towards raifing the Sum of one Sr N i: 
5 85 and and when the ſame was fo revered” Þ 
— Aae to Mr. Seepben Rams of Leads, Goldfmith, and ee — 
therewith, and that he ſhogld have Occation fot 4 ſubſtantial. Gold{mith to Re- 
ceive the io be paid on the aid Subſcription; who replyed, he wou re« 
ceive the ſame, and be —_—_— to the ſand — N ro Effect: 
— the ſai depoſited 1 with him tha Aj 
Raw, and gave Notice Sms Gentlemen reſorring to the Exchange . N 
other — Perſons, and was one preſem ſtom time to time at their ü 
Ding? and the fd Book on his Requeſt was delivered to bim tin eight hundred 
Pounds or thereabodts wd ſubſcribes; and their he goi ng as ofual to lu- 
and Peru ſe the ſaid — 1 to kN rest ſerprize;' Nane a ſight 
of by Mr. Nee eta oy that' we lad Byok «ras ſealed up. 


ſaid Heſbor enqu the full! Kum made — tio R. Ty: but 
the ſaid Nun _ by the 0 Na of ine — we A* 
wat approved; but the Ald Melbur's Privity or 51 


in 
fer'd\into it only ſore of the Sublciibers 46 F a 
and adding others de his Sn Pleafare; exdteding * Es 7. 
ſubſcribing for Mmſolf, or Friends, of having atiy ccrtaig Return for Müpäfus in 
the Taid Aﬀir, tho! the ſame büd been attended" with We == Expence 
| to hin. Phat ſoe time after, M fd Ne finding { impoſed n b 
| the ſaid Ne, in order to do himſelf and)his Filends WhitFuſtice tay in his Pow- 
er, did propare-» new Book Gr taking” in' — ror FRED rafing another 
Joint Stock of dhe Million Sceerifag for due Merchan 5 N de- - 
poſited the ſame with Mr. Charles aer 10 — ith- bard gr Ser 2 | 
dow, of which podlick Notice was given, und the: fad - immediate 
— * for, und n „ 64. Cant. paid Pay Dop6iit th to — faid Mr. LA 
Fhat a Petition of the $dblctibers'laſt rhetnfones; Nas Bern prefented tO his Ma. 
_ jefty in Connell, who, after Reating be fine; was möſt 'Graciouſ] 27 leaſed to 
nber che Conbdetivion ert H 10 your Hohodr ; 35 7 
tieion end Order of Referciuce hereymo! dunered 1 * at à Ge 
args dhe Mid e du you 15 Pertioners were elected 
ad | 11 70 bat 77 
| War Peri 16 — bn — 2 Der * tor r 
3 e ge for wet heing 


12 = 


ot lf 
2491 * I . + uy F 


| 1 29799 m_ 12 1 
27 Fans 
W whoſe Names» are e ſubferibes, do Certify the <a "I 
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PH Helbut of 'Londow, Merchant, maketh Oith, That he this Deponent 
hath ſren ang read a Petition, figned by Abrabam Burnett, E ſq; and others, 
ditected and addrefled to the Right Honourable Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; bis Ma- 
jeſty's Attorney General, and Chancellor of the Duatchy of Lancaſter, Fray ing to 
de heard: by Cunucel. pb the ſaid Petition; and this Beponent ſaith, That the Con- 
rents related in the ſaid Petition are true; and that this Deponent was uſed by 
Mr. Kam, in the ſaid Petition named, as in the ſaid Petition is ſer forth, and re- 
omg, 0 CC LUG | green Le re WB 


Jufer[26 die Fonuarij,, 1 4 (11001) + PhAip Halbat 
> 1719. Coram me,. r ' "»/ , \ 1 1 r 
5 Tho. Bury. HR ISDIT YSNTOJS? 2 el GILL 
* : * BY WWA 10 11911 4 3813 
Hilip Helbut of London Merchant, maketh Oath, That he this Deponent did 
on ot about the latter End of Auguſt laſt, deliver 1 Back fatund by buribt 
Inſurance of Ships and Merchandize, a8 in his. Petittan to his Majeſty, and now 
referred to Mr. Attorney General, is mentioned, to Mr. Stephens Ram Goldſmith 
in Lombard-Street, upon his the ſaid Ram's ſolemn Promiſe and Aſſurance to this 
Deponent, that he this Depotient ſhould be at Liberty to ſubſcribe one hundred 
thouſand; Pounds, ot hat Sum this Deponent pleas'd, for Himſelf and — Þ 
and the ſaid. a askingithis Deponent what he did expect befides; this Depone 
anſwet'd, Que, Shilling per Cut. on Which Ram replied, none of the Subſceibets: 
would. be againſt it, conſidering the many Months Paint this Deponent had, before 
he conld; bring, it ty (bears and that no Body ſhonidiſhbſcribe thertro; but with the 
rivity, gad Conſent gf bis Depogent; and that thus Deponent ſhonld bave the 
id Book from time o time gelinered to him on Demand; which Bock the ſaid, 
Ir. Bey did cordingly dev er to this Deponebt\ for ſome time, 4il}: eight hun- 
red thouſagd. Eonnds, ur thereshouts, Was ſubſtribed, twenty tdouſand Pounds 
beredf, and wpwasds, his Deyonent had: engaged co, deliver to ſuch of bis 
Ko ds a4. be, bad, lipuſated: with for ther Putpdlec';i And this Deponent further: 
| 71 e eee 0 (und after fuch Subſcriptions) were taken us 
Atlateſaſd \this De nent appl ied himſelf to the. id M Rem to have the ſaid: 
Book delſyered to him, in, orden to dempleat dbe Nemainder uf the ſaid Subferip- 
tjon,. when, to. his great Sbrpti xs, n ſaid, Roe) made ſeyergl ſuivolous Excuſes 
ih put of this. Deponęnt from rede wing the ſaid Bopk. ; and; told him, L among; 
on Ans) he -bad.other Adiaies ga; his. Hands, and refuſed:!tr-deliper, him the 
I Boo, and bath, deggin'd...he ſame ;ever-;fince from Roms. Ant: 
this Depogent further ſays, Tbat abe hid Ram,: ſome Days after, his Refuſal 40 
let qe ſaid Book, 40,this Deponent as aforeſaid; canſed a ngw Bock of Subs; 
cription; to de made (i, the ſame-or-4he like: Method this Beponent had fieſt; 
formed his. Book atoreſad ) for taking Suhſerimions for twelye; hundred thon- 
ſand Pognds, and thegeig, ithont the Canſent and Approbation of this Depo- 
gsferred, ot permitted tg ſubſcribe ſuch only of the Subſoribers 10 3hjs, 
Neponent's Book, and fogſuch Sum as be the id Kam thought fit;; and then 
ſer up thit new formed Book agaiuſdthe original Bock formed by this Deponent, 
and phe by the Subſcribers/therein with their, orep Hands, or Agęuts far them, 
and allowed ſeveral, of the Subſcribers to the atiginal Book no more than a 
ſiſch ot a tenth, Part of the Sams they had therein ſubſctibed, as will more” 
plainly by the, ſaid two ſeveral Books, when they ſball be | produced, and- 
10 which th is Deponent referrs. ; &nd-this Deponent further ſays, ITchat after dhe 
ſaid Mr, Ram had ſo. congealed-theiſaid original Book, and made out ſuch ne 
Book s afoxeſaid, tbe Subſcriber injthe.origing};Book made n general. Clamour: 
and Complaint, on and about the % Exebunge, agninſt this Deponent, as if he: 
had been in. Conſedgragy, with the aid Rom; in arder to defraud ſthemſ of the 
Benefit of their origins Subſcriptions, though this Deponent doth poſitively de- 
pone and afficm,, That r new Bock was made without the Privity or Con- 
ſent of dh Depanent, and that he this Deponent is wholly debarred and depriv- 
ed thereof, 'by. ſoh whereof he\hmh already paid, and is til! to pay, ſeveral 
Sums of 1 (ger Diſerence to divers Perſon, for want of his ſaid Books, and 
the Liberty of letting ſome Perſons have their firſt Subſcriptions, and ſach fur- 


ther Subſcriptions us this, Deponent had agreed and contracted for. 
E +5 ViDI ob £56 wide? : ane a0 
Jurat 29 if Fannarif, oO Philip Helbut. 


nent, ira 
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WE whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed and ſet, do hereby humbly certify 
to the Right Honourable Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; his Majeſty's Attorney 
General, That upon Notice to us given, in or abdut the Month of Angaſt laſt, 
by Philip Helbus, of London, Merchant, That he the ſaid Philip Helbus had 
prepared and depotited with Stephen Ram, of Lombard-ſtrees, London, Goldſmith, 
. a Book for taking in Subſcriptions - towards railing one Mijlion for Inſuring 
Ships and Merchandize, did ſeverally apply te the ſaid Ram to ſubſcribe in the 
ſaid Book, and did ſubſcribe therein the Sums or Shares mentioned againſt our 
reſpeQive Names, in the Column Ne 1. and were ready to have paid in to the 
ſaid Mr. Kaw, the Sum of two Shillings and Sixpence per Cent. tequited as a 
Depoſit on the ſaid Subſcription; that when the ſaid Ram found the Un- 
dertakiog likely to ſucceed, and the ſaid Subſcription would be filled, did appro- 
late the Benefit to bimſelf, and excluded the ſaid Philip Helbar, whoſe Right 
was, from obliging us with the Sums we had ſubſcribed for; And that the 
ſaid Ram did alſo, when he found the ſaid Undertaking ſo went on with Suc- 
ceſs, and that the ſeveral Sums or Shares by us ſubſcribed for were likely. to 
hear a Price and Advance to a Præmiam, take from us our Right, and inſtead 

| allowing or giving us the reſpective Sams or Shares by us ſubſcribed for, did 
contrary to all Equity and Juſtice ) prepare and form another Bock, and there- 
did allow and allot us only the Sums or Shares mentioned againſt our reſpe- 
ive Names in the Column, Ne 2. and wholly excluded the ſaid Helbut, not- 
withſtanding the faid Subſcription or Project was form'd or deſigned by him; 
And that the ſaid Ram, to countenance his unjuſt Proceedings, and to take of 
and evade the Right and Pretenſion of the ſaid Hleilut, hath fince joined with 
Mr. Colebrooke and Others: All which we are ready to teſtify on Qath, if Occa- 


flon requires. Witneſs our Hands, Zoth Fannery, 1719, 
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1100 Ed, Crull, for two Friends, 
17 | d oni for them 
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Fa. Loper, bad oy - 12000 
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40 0οο | Moſes Hart, had only + + - | 


| j 500 Jobs Nodes, had only +« - = + 
He took my Name down in | ; 
their Shop for 5000 1. and C - yooo | George Stead, had only « 1000 
gave me afterwards bat | | 
1000 J. „ „ 0 Rich Hall had ly 
i | 3 b only - + 
Promiſed by Philip Helbuz, CE ; 252 
to ſubſcribe in his Book, | 
bad only 2000, which the | 2coo | Moſes Hei bad only =» | 
ſaid Philip Helbas ſub- N | 
- Cerided himſelf. | 
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; William Dale, Ey: William Lilly, Es,; Richard Lilley, Eq; John 
5 ice, 57 John Gullione Eſq; William acknall, 


ffliam Lewis 4 7% ty. Earneſt Augft. Lockman, L 


mer, Henry Powell,” Ey: Ed werd Parſons, By; Chriftn. Schele, EV: Dr. 
Robert Weltend ns . Bauen, Dr, Niennd 


Bradbey, James Bradley, Abra. Crop, John Emmet, Henry 
rabb, John Hardwar, John Jacob, Dr. Charles Motton, Adrian 
ohn Tomkins, Matthew Tomkins, amin Tomkins, Edm. Watts, Sam. 
m, an ſeveral Hundreds mare of Tr Majeſty's Faithful aud Loyal 


=— 
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TH AT your Petitioners conſidering the great Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
ments the Commiſſioners of the Forfeited Eſtates have labour'd under from 
the Enemies of your Majeſty ; and how much the Publick has ſuffered for want 
of ſach as had Money and Courage to purchaſe them: 

That it will unite many of your Subjects againſt the Pretender and all his Ad- 
herents for ever, to have thoſe Eſtates veſted in a Body of Men who will always 
think it their Iorereſt to do all they cau for the Service of your « ; we Sacred 
Perfon and Government ; ſeveral of your Petitieners encouraged Perſons from 

land to go to Scerland, and aſe the Forfeited Eſtates lately ſold the 
and have fince by a voluntary Subſcription to 1 Governor 2 ＋ 


Undertakers for raiſing Thames Water in Tork-Baildings, raiſed a Joint Stock 
or Fund of 1260006 J. Sterling, to purthaſe ſuch and other Eſtates ; upon the 
Yredit of which they propoſe to grant Annnities for Life to ſach of your Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects as are ſtreightued in their Fortunes by the Reduction of Intereſt 
hereby the Annbities formerly granted by Parliament (which are the moſt dif- 
cult of all the publick Debis) may be more 
oners alſo, with the ſame Fund, propoſe to Aſſure Lives : Your Petitioners 
have hereby raiſed the Envy of thoſe who ace not ſo well affected to your Ma- 
jeſty ; and to make the Undertaking of no Value to your Petitioners, are, after 
_ .endeavouring to ſet up anothet Company, a little to imitate your Peti- 
oners. : A* 1 


TVout Petitioners therefore humbly, pray your Majeſty will be pleaſed -10 


* rant them your Royal Letters-Patents, to incorporate them, by the 
— of The Governer and — pu and im - ing 
Forfeited and other Eftates in Gteat - Britain, for gramiag Awxnuities for 

U, and for Afſurmy Lives, accordibg to the annexed Heads for a 

arter ; Or, by ſuch other Name, and with ſach other Powers and 

Privileges, as to your Majeſty's | 

es: — defiring to excle 

mproving Eſtates, granting Andbuities, 

hitherto done; nor to meddle with the 
tion. | i 


private Perſons from purchafing and 
| „. Liees, as they have 
Buſineſs any other 'Corpora- 


_ W if bound, | 
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1 At 


ly redeem'd ; and your Peti- 


[iſlam hall ſeem meet; your 
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At the Court at St. James's, 

| The 8th of January, 1719. 
PRESENT. at werk-Buil dg 

The KING' 's moſt Excellent Majeſty in Countil, 2 ML. 
177 ve 


U*2 PON N ty this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of the Earl of « 

and ſeveral hundreds of bis Majeſty's faithful and loyal e 
Sobbe — forth * _ ſubſcribed to the Governor and Company of = 
Undertakers for raiſing ater in Di- Bg, a Joint Stock or Fund 2 E 
of 1200000 1. Sterfivg, to . Forfeited and Me ſtates. in Exec Bri- / [2 08,008 1 
gain, upon the Credit of which the Perftioners propoſe to grant Ananities for / 
Life, and alſo to Aﬀare Lives; and hum! Preys his Majeſty's Royal Ler- 
ters-Patents to incorporate them for thoſe urpoſes, according to the Heads of 
a Charter thereumo annexed : It is _ by his Majeſty in Council, That the 
ſaid Petition, md Heads of a Charter, Be, 'and they are hereby Referred 10 his 
MajeGy's Attorney General, to examine the _ und report his Opinion there- 
on to his Majeſty, at this Board. 


A true Copy: Ja. Vernon. 
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To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Humble Petition of Sir James Hallet, Znight,” together with the un- 
der- written Merchants, aud others your Majeſty's Loyal and Dutiful 
Subjects, in Behalf f themſelves, and the reſt of the Subſcribers,” to # 
Fund of One Million Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds, for Granting An. 
nuities, Securing Fortunes to Widows, Orphans and others, & 
Jointures on Marriages, and Infuring 0 Lan, . 


Humbly Sheweth, 7 
&- 14 it will bee pra Adrmuge tage to the Widows, Orphans, * a 
Subjects of theſt your Dominions in general, could they have a Of Ne 
ſafe and ſatisfactory Security 10 r to, for purchaſing Aunuities, whereby to 95 7 
* their {mall Fortunes, and enable them to live comfortably — — 4 „ F< 4 
burthenſome to their Friends, or by Time to waſte their Capital, / HA a 
— be thereby reduced to Poverty and Want. 0 
That it would alſo be of great Advantage to the Subjects of theſe your Realms, 
ally ſuch of them as Art in Trade, to uſe in ſuch their Trade the greateſt 
Part of the Fortunes they may teetive wich theſe Wives; and which they might 
much the better do, could they, by wit Wa ut _ Part of the ſaid Fortunes, 
ſecure a ſufficient Comperency for & for theit dec = * ſabſiſt upon, in caſe 
they ſhould, by the ce and Ha fail or die, without 8 
Coney city to make any other Provides for ey Wy 
at it would be alſo very ſerviceable to your Majeſty's Subjects, could they 
ſafely and ſecurely Inſure theic Lives, which would encourage Mer- 
chants to be more bold in their Undertakings, becauſe, id Caſe of their Death, 
before their Schemes in Trade ſucceed, their Widows and Families might there- 
receive 2 Benefit, in a great Meaſure, — — 1 
ndertakings. Ther Perſons in good Offices and Emp —— 
88 ——— 32 de — —— Proviſion for — — 
ives, have an Opportu maintaining them in good bt but 
mm theit Death very often teave them in ſlendet — 


That your Pevirionars do not defire to exclude private Perſons from purchaſing 
and improving Eſtes, granting Annuities, or aſſuring Lives, nor to intermeddie 
with the Buſineſs of 20 ether Corporation, | 


Your 


. * "48d 
| Ta᷑0öour Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray your Majeſty will be graciouſi 
pleaſed to grant them and their — your Royal WiN for 
ncorporating them, by ſuch Name, and with ſuch Powers, and under ſuch 
Rules and Regulations for their better Government, as your Majeſty ſhall in 
your great Wiſdom think fit. | 
| | And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, ſhall ever pray, &. 
——— Lox obn Gumley. Tho. Bodicoate. Tho. Beech. © 
0: * 5 25 X þ 3 Leo. Pee. Foſeph Chetuliph. | p 
NN Hitch® Tounge. . Adams, 3 Sam. Aſpharſt. > 
EN . 1 J. Backs. \ 0017 Reb. Trabey. 
e Will. Bowles, Abra. Cocke. Tho. Bocking. 
Fein Paine. ' Tho. Graibon. | James Halle. 
Nate. Manon. Pr. Maxvillas. r 
BR . Thomas Trufton. bil. Scribd. \  Edw. Riggs. 
* * Robert Andrewes, Tho. Briſtoe. Hen. Bein. 
_— Het. Bowater. Col. Campbell. | Job Thlr. 
7 Tun fndſon. ' 750. . 2 
Oba. Shale. (Will. Bee. 
Will. Weatherly. | Robert Finlay. 
8 Do. Mertin. Rich. Abell. | 
Gab. Waters, . | Fobn Baskett, 4 +. 
Rich, Her. Hill, Jane. | 
James Paine. ab. Snablin.. © 
rancis Gauſſen. Tho. Pindar. 
.Yy Goo. Onchterlony. — Walker. 
Te. Sinipſon, Sen. obn Jacob Held. 
Ab. Meunor, Chriſ. Toephen. 
Will. Beſt. Matr. 1. 
Cb. Sweeting, _ Michael Harris. 
,, George Honlme. Francis Drake. © 
Mar 2 h - a 
Tho. Fimpſen, Jan. 7. Smith. 
2 Peil. 1 | Hen Trollopes 
Tho.. Baskett. enj. Welk. 
Nich. Clavering. : Che. Colborne. _ _ 
Rob. Tberaton. Jobs White, © © 
Targis Newland. . . Thomas Fellow. 
5 ww Heurige Remmert. Wilkam Mead. 
4 d. \  Theop. Nb. Kober Fatherby. 
dene Genen. Tho. Houghton, Feed Dorricb. 
o © Wilkam Davis. Tho. Glegg., | —. kh 
„aer Ridler. "Rich. Ives. |, + Frederic Fordiz. 
il. Harris. Edward Wylde. Sam. Swinf en. 
add RY Thomas Burges. Gerard V an Heythayſen. „ e IOSIP « | 
ow f 7 BY | I * . 
a. ad ee abdelacd 2ia ket aut addagbed hace ance 
At the Court at St. Famess, 
TDbe 8th Day of January, 1719. 
| PRESENT | 
The. KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 
U P ON Reading, this Day, at the Board, the humble Petition of Sir James Hal- 
JU. lets, and ſeveral Merchants thereunto ſubſcribing, in Behalf of themſelves 
and the teſt of the Subſcribers, to a Fund of 1200000 J. for Granting Annui- + 
nes, Securing Fortunes to Widows, Orphans and others, Settling Jointures on | 
Marriages, and Inſuring of Lives, humbly praying his Majeſty to grant them and 
their Succeffors his Royal Letters-Patents for Incorporating them to carry on the 
faid Undertaking, by Name, and with ſach Powers, and under ſuch Rules ; 
ought : It is ordered by his Majeſty in Council, That the faid 1 


as ſhall be th 1 
: 4 Petition 


% 


| . NY 
Petition (a Copy whereof is hereunto annexed) Be, and it is hereby Referred to 

his Majelty's Attorney General to examine the ſame, and report his Opinion 
thereon to his Majeſty, at this Board. | 


A true Copy: Ja. Vernon. 


— 


To the KIN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſly, | 
I humble Obedience to your Majeſty's Order in Council, whereby the Peti- 

tion of Thomas Earl of M eſtmorlana, Henry Eatl of Uxbridge, and others, is 
referred to me to examine the ſame, and to report my Opinion to your Majeſty 
thereupon, 1 have accordingly confider'd the faid Petition, which ſets forth, That 
the Petitioners conſidering: the great Difficulties and Ditconragements the Com- 
miſſioners of the Forfeited Eſtates had labour'd under from the Enemies of your 
Majeſty, and how much the Publick had ſuffered for want of ſuch as had Mo- 
ney and Courage to purchaſe them; That it will unite many of your Subjects 
againſt the Pretender and all his Adherents for ever, to have thoſe Eſtates velted 
in a Body of Men, who will always think it their Intereſt to do all they can for 
the Service of your Majeſty's ſacred Perſon and Government, ſeveral of the Pe- 
Gtioners encouraged Perſons from England to go to Scotland, and purchaſe the 
Forfeited Eſtates lately ſold there; and have fince by a voluntary Subſcription to the 
Governour and Company of Undertakers for roiling the Thames Water in York 
Buildings, rais'd a Joint Stock or Fund of 120cooo /. Sterling, to purchaſe ſuch 
and other Eſtates; upon the Credit of which they propoſe to grant Annuities for 

ife to ſuch of your Majeſty's Subjects as are ſtteightned in their Fortunes by the 
eduQion of Intereſt, whereby the Annuities formerly granted by Parliament 
(which are the moſt difficult of all the publick Debts) may be more eaſily 
redeemed: And the Peticioners alſo with the ſame Fund propoſe to aſſure Lives. 
The Petitioners have hereby rais'd the Envy of thoſe who are not ſo well affected 
to your Majeſly, and to make the Undertaking of no Value to the Petitioners, 

e (after them) endeavouring to ſet up another Company, a little to imitate the 

itioners; the Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Majeſty will be pleaſed to 

ant them your Royal Letters - Patents to Incorporate them by the Name of The 
Eovernows and Company for purchaſing and improving Forfeited and other Eftates in 
Great Britain, for granting Annuities for Life, and for Lr Lives, accord- 
ing to the annexed Heads tor a Charter, or by ſuch other Name, and with ſuch 
other Powers and Privileges as to your Majeſty's great Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet, 
the Petitioners not deſiriug to exclude private Perſons from purchaſing and im- 
proving Eſtates, granting Annuities, or aſſuring Lives, as they have hitherto done, 
nor to meddle with the Buſineſs of any other Corporation. 

And a Caveat being enter'd with me againſt the ſaid Petition, on Behalf of the 
Corporation of the Amicable Society for a Perpetual Inſarance Office, who de- 
E fo be heard thereon by their Councel; I have been attended by Councel on 

th Sides. 

And on Behalf of the Petitioners an atteſted Copy of a private Act of Parlia- 
ment paſ'd in the 2d Year of the late King William and N Mary, Inticuled, 
An A for Incorporating the Proprietors of the Mater - M urls in York Buildings, 
and for Encouraging, Carrying on, and Settling the ſaid Water-Works, was pro- 
duced and laid before me, wherein it is recited, That King Charles the IId, in 
the 27th Year of his Reign, had, by Letters-Patents, granted to Ralvbh Bucknall 
and Ralph Weyne, their Executors, Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, full Power to 
ere a Water-Houſe in Tork-Houlſe Garden, and to lay Pipes into the River 
Thames, and to convey the ſame for the Uſe of, the Inhabitants and adjacent 
Places, which Water-Houſes had been ſince erected; it: is therefore Enacted, 
That the ſaid Ralph Buctnall, Sit William Thompſon Serjeant at Law, and five 
other Perſons, the then Propcietors of the Water- Houſes and Water-Works, and 
the Proprietor thereof for the Time being, ſhould be a Corporation, by the Name 
of The Governour and Company of the Undertakers for raiſing the Thames Wa- 
ter in York Buildings, able capable in Law to have, purchaſe, receive, poſ- 
ſeſs, enjoy and retain Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods and Chattels, 
to them and their Succeſſors ;, that there be one Governour and fix' Aﬀiſtants to 
be elected in the manner therein directed; That for the better ordering their Affairs, 
every Member * hone one Vote, _ * other 117 and Privileges 
thereby given to the ſaid Corporation for Management of the ſaid Water- 
Houſes and Water - Works. | | 


8 | And 


5 id. 
"IK E+ 8 | 


f 20 | 


Andi it was then alledged by Mr. Fells, (who ſaid he was Sollicitor to. th 


o 


ſaid Corporation) that the ſeveral Shares and Intereſts in the ſaid Works were 


- 


veſted in Sir William Thompſon, your Majeſty's Sollicitor General, and others, 
who, about Chriſtmas laſt, did contract with the Petitioners, or ſome of them, 


" 7. 


for their ſeveral Shates for valuable Conſiderations; and that ſome time after 


Chriſtmas the ſeveral Comveyances were accordingly executed. 
And it was further offer'd on Behalf of the Petition, That the ſame was pre- 


ſented to your Majeſty on a Suppoſition, that the ſaid Corporation was not ſuf- 


ficiently authorized to purchaſe Lands for the Purpoſes mention d in that Petition; 
but that, haying beep fince adviſed, that the Act aforeſaid did give a ſufficient 
Power in that Reſpect, the Councel for the ſaid Petition offer'd to wave any fur- 
ther Proceedings upon the ſaid Petition. 

But it did appear to me on the Examination of Caſe Billingſley, then preſent, 
one of the Petitioners, and who acknowledged, that he did deliver the ſaid Petiti- 
on into the Conncil Office, iti order to be prefented to your Majeſty ; That the 
ſame was ſo deliver'd in by him without the Privity of a great Number of thoſe, 


who are therein mention'd to be Petitioners; and that he had Authority from a 


ſmall Number of them only to defire to wave it. | 

Since which Attendance on me as aforeſaid; the Copy of Articles of A- 
greement hereto - annex'd, and atteſted by the - ſaid Caſe Brllizgfley, and 
bearing Date the 6th of OZober laſt, between the Governour and Company of 
Undettakers for raiſing Thames Water in Tork Buildings, of the one Part, and 
Benjamin Bradly and other on the other Part, hath been laid before me; where- 
in, among other Things, it is agreed; That the ſaid Brsfamin Brudiy and the 
reſt ould open Subſcriptions in the Name of the ſaid Governonr and Company, 
for raiſing a Stock of 1200000). to purchaſe the Forfeited Eſtates in Great Bri- 
tain, and for other Purpoſes therein mention'd. " 

That Seven Thouſand Pounds be Paid to the Uſe of the Governonr and Com- 
pany, according to their reſpective Shares and Intereſts in the faid Water« 

Ol nt hee PS BN Ein, | 
That within Lr Days after the fud Seven Thonfind Pousnq;s paid as afore · 
ſaid, the ſkid Bradly and others may ſummon the Subſcribers to chaſe a Go- 
2 75 and Affiſtants, and other Officers, and to zppoint their Silaries, and matte 
By. V1 | Fe oth 4 3 ; q 

"Phat after Payment of the faid Seven Thoufand Pounds us afbreſkil, the whole 

Intereſt in the faid Water-works, and the Ground and Building on Which "tis e- 
rected, together with the Ac of Parliament — which the Proprietors are In- 
corporated, and each Proptietor's Share therein, and atfo the Ohirter to them 
ratited, Mal), in due Form of Law, be-affigned to the fad Braly and others, 
ia Fuß for the Subferibers. * 
That in cafe the Seven P Pounds ſhall not be paid in manner therein 
theition's, before the 36th of November then fert, 'that the Artieles ſhould 


* nd the Aff davit of the faid Caſe Biſliag ſtey, hereto annex d, hath been alſo fad 
before me, who ſwears, That he believing It end 4 the Service of 
aur. Majeſty and the Nation, to rocure the late Forfeited Eſtates to be 'vefted 
8 a Cotporatiop, who, when poſſeſſed of thoſe Eſtates, might grant Annuities to 
ſach of your Majeſty's Subjects as ſhould deſite to purchaſe the ſame, and 
thereby render it ealy to the Government to redeem, the Jong Annuities, which 
as. the Deponent believes) are the moſt difficult of all the Publick Debts, he, with 
evo his Friends, did the laſt Summer ſend a Perſon'to Scotland to purchaſe 
Chi "of the Forfeited Eſtates there for the Purpoſes above-mention'd ; and that, 

ig the mean time, the Deponent 4 mſelf and Friends treated with Mr. John 
omkivs the late Governor and Sir Wiltan" Thompſon your Majeſty's Sollicitor 
„ then one of the Afiſtants of the Company of Undertakers for raifing 

> Thames Water in Tork-Baildings, for purchaſing the ſeveral Shares of the ſe- 
Fa Proprietors of the ſaid Water-Works, which Corporation is eftablithed by 
an AQ of e for ever, und is the only Corporation (as the Deponent 
believes) ſufficiently impowered to make ſo large a Putchaſe. And the Deponent 
Farther wears, That he had many Meetings with the ſuid Sir /liam T hompſos, 
as well with the Deponent and the ſaid Sir m Thumpfom alone, as wich ſe- 
Feral othet Perſons, in treating for the Purchaſe of the faid Water-Works for 
the Purpoſe aforeſaid : And further, That about fix or ſeven Months ago, he the 
Deponent, on Behalf of Hmtelf and Friends, ugteed with the aid Mr. John 
Tomkins and Sir William Thompſon, for themfelves and the f̃eſt pf the 'faid Com- 
pany, to. pay them ſeren thouſind Pounds for their Shares in the faid Water- 
Yorks ; as by a, Oe PL of the Artictes, to the id Amdavit annex'd, more 
ally appears- And it is further ſworn, That about Mir hartmar laſt the faid Sir 
illiam Thompſon, 08 the Deponent's 'Moribn,” accepted of Being cbofen Go- 
yernour of the ſaid Company, that he might de the or&®* capable of promoting 
the ſaid Undertaking, which the ſaid Sir William Tbompſon highly commended; 
| and 


*- L269 


and peruſed, cor N 
the Preamble of the Subſcription for radfing of the Sum of 1208000 J. for pur- 
chafing of Forfeited and other Eſtates, for granting Annuities, and Aſſuri 
Lives by the faid Corporation; to which Subſcription the ſaid Sir Hilliam Thomp- 
ſax ſubſcribed four thouſand Pounds, which he afterwards waved, expecting t 
Petition dec after mentioned would have been ordered to be referred to the 
Attorney or Sollicitor General : That the ſaid Sir #/i/liam Thompſon, for his four 
Shares, (the whole deing then divided into 48) received of the Deponeht the Sum 
of Four Hundred and Forty Founds, the reſt (being. about 153 J. 155.) was 
apply'< to pay the ſaid Sir William Thompſon's Share of the Debts of the ſaid 
mpany. And it js further ſworn, That the Deponent being apprized, That 
ſome Perſons (who are not reputed to be ſo well affected to your Majeſty ani 
your Government, as the Subſcribers to the ſaid Fund for purchaſing the For- 


aſia Real Eſtates | 
the Sir William mpſon therewith; and aſter wards the Deponent, together 


} 


with the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Weſtmoreland, and ſome few of the 


Undertakipg of no Value to apy Perſon or Perſons; and thereupon the ſaid. Sir 

William The | deavour | t 

pron referred to the Attorney Or Sollicizor General, alledging, That if it was 
rought to 


d Governour and Company are Incorporated, and the AQ for Sale of the For- 
ited Eltares, they ware Guly inveſled with the Powers acked for in the fad Fe 


And your Maieſty having been al{p pleaſed, by your Order jo, Council, to 


.command me to examine the Fetition gf Sir Fames Haltet and others. gerenhtd au- 
berg, Av Yeo NW Opinion thereupon; ' Go moſt hugibly certity;your Ma- 
jeſty, That I have accordingly. examin' d the Jaid Petition, which fets-farth, 


at it will. he 


1 Q | 
N ebe den ions in general, could they, have a ſafe 
$ 


"dec wins tense 05 1 7 e eee eee 


uced to Pover 


Trade, to ꝓſe in ſuch their Trade the-greateſt, Part of the Fortunes, they may re- 


itt upon, in caſe they, ſhould, ; by the Chance and Ha 


„dit, but, at their Death, may. often leave them in ſlender 

be Pe 

FPLrovin . k 

© Buſineſs, 0 29 * Cotporation; II 
J Mill, be graclquft 


10 
gyal Letters - Patents for Incorporatvg em by ſuch Name, and with ſuch 
n 
+ your 


corrected, and apprayed, of the Draught of the faid Articles, and 


etter. do, could they, 
cient Competency | 


e ee ee ies, or ain Perſons from purchaGiog and im- 


\ 
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_ 1 
1 And 1 have been attended by Councel, as well on Behalf of the laſt men- 
_ Von'd Petition, as of the Corporation of the Amicable Society for a perpetual In- 
A ſurance Office, who deſired alſo to be heard againſt this Petition. 
"II And in Behalf of the Petition, the publick Utility of the ſeveral Matters ſug- 
geſted therein were endeavour'd to be made out, and in particular, Tuat the E- 
5 recting a Corporation with Power to purchaſe Lands, as a proper Fund fur the 
- 267, Purpoſes. aforeſaid, would be a great Eaſe and Suppott to ſuch of your. Majeſty's 
ET - Subjects, whoſe ſtnall Fortunes conſiſting in Money, many of them were much 
1 reduced in their Subſiſtance by the Reduction of the Intereſt of Mone. 
3 That the fi xitig a N and ſecure Method of providing for the Widows 
1 and Children of Traders, would be a gteat Encouragement to Trade itſelf, as it 
would Enable the Tradeſinan to employ. his Stock more extenſively ia the car- 
_— . rytng on his Buſineſs. . . 5 EPI | 
7 3 That a Corporation of this kind would give an Opportunity to ſuch Perſons 
=. - Who ſhould de obliged to, take their Money out of the Publick Funds to em- 
ploy it to'their own Advancage and Satisfaction; and that it would be even an 
ncouragement to the Publick Annuitants, to ſubſcribe their Antivities into the 
preſent, or any other Scheme, for the Payment of the Publick Debts, by Iuſtitu- 
ting another Fund of the like Nature, without any Burthen upon the Publick. _ 
t 


was futchet alledg' d, That the Petitioners were of undoubted Ability For 2 


making good the Subfeription r . by then. 


Auch the annex'd Copy of a Subſcription has been laid before me, and the Affida - 


vit of Henry Symonds affix d thereto, who ſwears, That all the Perſons whoſe 
Names are mention'd in the Liſt or Schedule thereunto annex'd, did either by 
themſelves, ot others for them, ſubſcribe their, reſpectiye Names, and the reſpe- 
Qive Suttis thereto ſet, in the Book for the taking the Subſcription ſor the Sum 
of One Million Two Hundred Thouſand: Pounds Sucht, to be 4 Fund for a 
Security for ſelling Annuities, ſettling of Jointures, and afſbring of Lives, on 
- fach Terms and Conditions as ſhould then-after be abliſhed. And he alſo ſwears, 
That all and every the ſaid Perſons in the ſaid Liſt or Schedule mention'd, or 
- fome Perſons for them, have reſpectively and actually paid down Two Shillings 


and Six Pence per Cent. in Part of the ſaid Money by them reſpectively fub- 


ſcribed ; and that the Money already ſubſcribed for the cartying on the ſaid Un- 

dertaking, doth amount unto the Sunrof Oue Million One Hundred Sixty Nine 

Thouſand Pounds; and that the ſaid Money already paid in neee as part of 

the Money ſubſcribed, doth amount to the Sam of One Thouſand Four Hundred 

Sixty One Pounds and Five Shillings, which ſaid laſt mentioned Sum hath been 

paid unto r. and Mr, Eades Goldſmiths and Co- partners in Lombard- 

et, in whoſe Hands or Cuſtody the ſaid laſt mentioned Sum doth ſtill remain, 

N for the Uſe of the ſaid Undertakers or Subſcribers for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, as 

. L "by two Receipts given by Samuel Cooke and Rowland Rogers, two Servanzs of 
= * the ſaid Mr. Green and Mr. Eades, may appear. : | 


And alſo the Affidavit of Thomas Watts, who ſwears, That he calculated a 


| © Scheme for granting Annuities, ſettling Jointures, and aſſuring Lives, now near 
; EF © four Years ago; which ſaid Scheme, except the Alteration in the Intereſt, and 
7. © HR ſome other ſmall Alterations, is the ſame upon which Sir Fames Haller and o- 
OIL © thers, the preſent Petitioners, firſt ſubſcribed their Joint Stock or Fund, and are 
now endeavouring to obtain a Charter. 


+ was urged, That they were a Corporation created by Letters. Patents, 5 Anne 
Regine, which did conſtitute a Number of Perſons, not exceeding two thouland, to 
be a Body Politick, with Power to purchaſe Lands, not exceeding the Yearly Va- 
me of Two Thouſand Pounds, and to raiſe a Joint Stock for the Uſe and Re- 
lief of Widows and Orphans, in the manner and under the Regulations therein 
mentioned; and that having aQed under that Incorporatien, not only without a- 
© ny Complaint made againſt them, but with Reputation and Succeſs, according 
to the Ends of their Inſtitution, they hoped that a ſecond Charter ſhould not be 
ranted, which muſt neceſſarily interfere with them, eſpecially when it was evi- 
ent, that the Deſign of the preſent Application for a Charter was only to erect 
- a new Fund for Stock-jobbing. | 
And by the Affidavit of Thomes Hodgſon, it is ſworn, That the Members of 
the Corporation of the Amicable Society for a Perpetual Aſſurance Office, did 
begin to act under their ſaid Charter in the Year 1706, and have continued to act 
ever ſince; and the Directors, for the Time being, have admitted Members, 
granted Policies on Lives, and improved their Joint Stock at Intereſt on Go- 
verument Securities and otherwiſe, which now amounts to o/. or there- 
" abouts ; and that the ſaid Corporation hath made Annual Dividends to the Claim- 
_ © ants of the Members of the ſaid Corporation, who have dyed in each Year ſince 
the Charter was obtained, according to the DireQions thereof ; and that in the 
| Year 1710, and ever ſince, the ſaid Corporation hath divided 10000 l. per Ann. 
amonglt the Claimants ; and.that in the Year 1707, or 1708, ſeveral 3 en- 
| | , eavour'd 
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ON the other fide, in Behalf of the Corporation of the Amicable Society, it 


a perpetual Ioſurance-Office. 
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therein given to purchaſe Lands, is not by e 


Watrantable F 
| — of your Royal Prerogutive; there being no Ground or Colour in Law 


defired, 


5 / 711 
deavour'd to get another Charter for eien v0 Lives, düt that the late was 
- Nopped at the Great-Seal, on hearing Councel for the ſaid Amicable Society for 


AS to the Proceedi ngs upob the firſt Petilpo, I an od hambiy of 
nion, That the r by the Act af Pali above · recited, 
was ſo inſtituted for the plrticular Phrpoſes therein ſpecified ; and tho' the Power 


xpreſs Words reſtrain'd to any par- 
ticular Annual Value ; yet by n reaſon Go ION, 


5 le < the Exerciſe bf that 
Power anna be governed limited by the es for wich the Corpo- 


wos creſted, aud can't be underſtood to give Aüthorhy to that Corpore- 


on, Mppoſing it to cxiſt, w N ds of what Value ſbevet, and for 
Purpoſes wholly foreign to the Frys that ncorporation. = ©, on 
And as to the TranſaQion between ſome of the Petitioners and the ſuppos'd 


of 
by the Eder god Articles whom ed, | 
— 2nd of & very dangerous Tendency, and highly im Dero - 


the ſail ation. es comratt with others for taking in, Subſcriptions for 
any Sum, but much leſs for fo 1 Sum as a Million of Money, Jas-the 
. 2 in the Name of the ſaid Corp 7 ſo di — 
from poles i which. ns, if .tak#n in s 
ſuant to ſuch Contract, are a iſoler the Powers of the ſaid area, "rok 
for which they are liable to Proſecution, if your Majeſty ſhall ſo pleaſe. | 
And as to the Maner of Ihe ſecond Peikioh, Lam: hi of Opinion, That 
it is not adviſable for your Majeſty to ereR any ſuch as is thereiti 


All be bunbly he, hu l Wo. T 
March 10, 1719. N. LECHMERE 
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boten. CO N of a Report from'Mr. Attorney and Nin Selkeitor Gerleral, on e 


* LY 1719. Petition of ſeveral Lords and others Subſcribing the ſame, prayiag tobe iu 
8 | corpotated to carry on a Fiſning Trade; together withia: Copy oA Letz ng ! 
* the South Sea Company, relatiug thereto ; and the Petition and Ordsf er 
3 / rence thereu pon. 1! J 2d) 07 634+ 5 Hon T1 
1 biete iin zun uin“ 132 1230 1% une ene fn 
* ? * 3 March 12, *Report from Sir Edward 2 and Sit William Tbompſon, Attorney and Sol- 
% 1727, licitor General! on the Petitſons, for and againſt at Incotporation to Inſure Sfips 
bY. N aud Merchdiidize; with the Original Orders of -Referrerice; e. 
% | or 1009795. oon UI | $2377 2 Vy 


Vi: i 1 | 1 31 f '1 "39 140 1. 

March 6. Letter directed to Sir Edward Northey, Attorney General, Signed Braaiy and 
1747, Billing et % 1612 ot 303 abt een Jad 087 ihe 

| WSU ul 0096109300) Þi, | 10 Aer 501. 01 g, 15 ' 08 Vs RE 1180 
uus. Letter directed to. Sir William Thompſon, Soilicitor Generalſ pigned Braſy and 
7 174. Billmp/ley. * | 1 * 11 nn & ee . | „ ane — 
| eie (Rafe ny ue e OO eee SUE /..W 30 
March 10; Letter direfted.to Siri dward Northey, Attorney General, Signed Brady and 
17, Billragfheyas on ene 0001 ye eee Hi TO toy HA eee Your at 6 


: | | Sui 
a” Sir Willa Thexipſot, Sollicitor General, Signed Bradly and 
1744, Diullingſtey. | e | 5 | rc ran 
; ; 1 | 488 1 | * N = 
Jun 2. Leitet direcked 10 Sir William Thompſon, Signed Caſe Billing ſteyt tu 


1718. | 

March 7. An Account of the Steps that have been taken to procure a Patent for Inſuri 

1729. Ships and Merchandize, while that Affair was committed to Mr. James rad 
and Caſe Billingſley. © © | | "4 


March 3. A Copy of the Report from Mr. Attorney General on the Petition of the Go- 
1719. vernours, Aſſiſtants and Societies for the Mines Royal, Mineral and Battery Works 
f praying td be ed for 2 Ships, Sc. and alſo on the Petition of 

Ip | „„ wo de" cg #2nd Briſtol, praying a Reſumption of the ſaid Mines 

_ Charter, &c. and the Pettion and Order Refecrence therupon. ih 1 
7 March 5- A Copy of the Report from his Majeſty's Attorney Genera], on the Petition 


1719. of the Lord Onſlow and Others, praying for à Charter to inſure Ships. and Mer- 
| chandize at Sea, and the Petition and Order of Referrence thereupon. © | 
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Wc" of. March 7. Report of Mr. Attorney General on the Petition of the Lord Cherwynd and a 
8 1719. feveral Merchants of London, and Others thereto ſubſcribing, praying to be in- 4 
Z 2 for ug Ships and Merchandize at Sea, and the Petition and Or- Jo 
A r 0 rrence thereuppn, | : x nh FT; 
WEE; n 

| 7 March gi Report from Mr. . General, on the Petition of ſeveral Merchants for 
ö 171%, 2 Charter of Incorporation to inſure Ships and Merchandize, and the Petition and 
£ be Order of Referrence thereupon. | | 5 TS - 

70 + Mach 10. Report from Mr. Attorney General, upon the Petition of the Earl of Neft. 

8 1719. moreland, r. Proprietors of the Water-Works at Vori-Buildiugs; likewiſe on 

. 8 * *- the Petition of Sir James Halles, c. for Charters of Incorporation to grant 

Annuities on Lives; and the Petitions and Orders of Referrence thereupon. 
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